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Headliner announcement 
brings mixed reactions 


By JOHN DUROVSIK 
Staff Writer 


Grouplove, a Los Ange- 
les-based band, will be the 
headlining act at this year’s 
Spring Fair, the Spring 
Fair Music Committee an- 
nounced last Friday. 

The band _ describes 
themselves as “indie-alter- 
native” and is best known 
for their songs “Tongue 
Tied,” “Colours” and 
“Ttchin’ on a Photograph.” 

“Grouplove was se- 
lected through a group 
decision process between 
Spring Fair and The Hop. 
They are a well-known 


HAPI Student 
lobbyists 
travel to 
Capitol 


By BEN SCHWARTZ 
Staff Writer 

Hopkins American 
Partnership for Israel 


| everyone that has been on 
| D Level all year,” sopho- 


band that we believe will 
bring a great show to this 
year’s festival,” the Spring 
Fair Music Committee 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter, speaking col- 
lectively. “[The band] will 
be the headliner of our 
nighttime concert, which 
is often cited as the big- | 
gest event during the 
fair.” 

Student reactions to the 
announcement have been | 
mixed, with some students | 
citing unfamiliarity with | 
the band as the main cause | 
for disapproval. 

“T don’t really know 
who they are, so I can’t re- 
ally say that I would attend 
one of their shows,” sopho- 
more Jenna Santoro said, 
echoing the student body’s 
widespread concern. 

“Ym not interested in 
going to see Grouplove. [| 
have never heard any of 
their songs and I don’t re- | 
ally want to hang out-with 


| more Michelle Court-Reuss | 


(HAPI) members traveled | 


to the United States Capi- 
tol last Thursday for a day 
of advocacy in support of 
a strong bilateral relation- 
ship between the United 
States and Israel. 

HAPI members met 
with the chiefs of staff and 
foreign policy advisers of 
Representatives Carolyn 
McCarthy, Chris Collins, 
Steve Israel, Peter King 
and Sean Patrick Maloney 
of New York and Senator 
Barbara Mikulski of Mary- 
land. 

“One of our goals is to 
engage with not just stu- 


_dents on campus but also 
with members of Congress | 


in Washington, D.C., be- 
cause those are the people 
who are enacting policy 
and pushing legislation 
and we want to establish 
relationships with people 
who make things hap- 
pen in terms of American 
foreign policy,” HAPI Co- 
President junior Jonathan 
Hettleman said. 

HAPI bills itself as “a 
nonpartisan, nondenomi- 
national, political pro-Is- 
rael group” that works to 
facilitate conversations be- 
tween student leaders and 
members of Congress. 

“We're not prescriptive 

See HAPI, race A4 


said. 
Spring Fair staff dis- | 
credited these concerns. 


SEE SPRING FAIR, pace A3 
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By NICOLE ZIEGLER 
Staff Writer 


General Stanley Allen 
McChrystal headlined the 
first event of the spring 
Foreign Affairs Sym- 
posium (FAS), entitled 
“From the Front Line to 
the Bottom Line,” last 


night. President Ron Dan- 
iels and approximately 
600 students were in at- 
tendance. 

“My first goal was to 
show students that when 
they consider things in 
the world, they can con- 
sider them not only from 
their natural perspective, 


eT 


Contaminant at Keswick tdentifted | 


By NASH JENKINS 


News & Features Editor 


Nearly two dozen indi- 
viduals suddenly fell ill at 
the Johns Hopkins at Kes- 
wick complex in North Bal- 


| timore on Tuesday, prompt- 


ing an evacuation of the 
building, the closure of the 
facility’s cafeteria and an 
investigation into the cause 
of the illness. 

The two-building facility 
remained closed yesterday 


| while Hopkins, Baltimore 


City Health Department 
and the Maryland Depart- 
ment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene sought to iden- 
tify what had caused head- 
aches, nausea and shortness 
of breath in 21 University 
employees on Tuesday — 
alarming enough to bring 
to the scene 20 emergency 
vehicles, which transported 
those reporting symptoms 
to nearby hospitals — and 
an additional two the next 
day. All have since been dis- 
charged. 

At around 10 o'clock 
on Wednesday night, the 
University sent an email 
to Keswick employees say- 
ing that the facility would 
reopen on Thursday morn- 
ing. According to the email, 
the outbreak of illness was 


.} 
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Kewsick reopened today after several employees fell ill Tuesday. 


caused by nitrates and ni- 
trites in a hot water heater 
on the north side of the 
south building. 

“That is also the side of 
the building where sick- 
ened employees have re- 
ported coming into con- 
tact with water in various 
ways: eating food cooked 
with hot water, drinking 
beverages made with hot 


‘water or using restrooms,” 


the email, signed by Ron- 
ald R. Peterson, President 
of the Hospital and Execu- 
tive Vice President of Johns 
Hopkins Medicine, and 
Daniel G. Ennis, Senior 
Vice President of Hopkins’s 
Finance and Administra- 
tion division, said. 

“Now that the hot water 
heater has been identified 


as the problem, it has been 
cut out of the system. While 
we continue our investiga- 
tion, all restrooms, sinks 
and other water sources 
served by that hot water 
heater will be closed. Once 
we have thoroughly tested 
and cleared all such sourc- 
es, they will reopen.” 

One employee hospital- 
ized Tuesday night was 
discharged on Wednesday. 
Ail other sick employees 
are “recovering well,” the 
email said, with “no danger 
of long-term issues.” 

The Keswick facility, 
a two-building complex 
located less than a mile 
northwest of Homewood, 
houses the offices of 
around 1,500 Hopkins ad- 
ministrative employees. 
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During his speech, McChrystal focused on topics such as what power is in the 21st century and issues like U.S.-Iran relations, among others. 


but try to consider the 
perspective of the other. 
The second thing is, re- 
lationships matter. It’s 
not about a mathematical 
equation. It’s people and 
groups that have relation- 
ships, and we can’t forget 
that,” McChrystal said. 


McChrystal is a re- 


General McChrystal begins spring FAS series 


tired four-star general 
who served in the United 
States Army for 34 years. 
He took on the role of 
Chief of Staff of Military 
Operations in Afghani- 
stan in 2002. Throughout 
his later years in service, 
he pioneered the United 
Sere MCCHRYSTAL, pace A4 


France names Hopkins 


sophomore as Summit rep 


By LAUREN MARRAZZO 
Staff Writer 


Sophomore and French 
native Violette Perrotte has 


| been selected to represent 


France at the weeklong 
Girls 20 Summit in Mos- 
cow, Russia from June 14 to 
June 21. She will partake in 
panel discussions, attend 
workshops and caucuses 
and promote tangible so- 
lutions for the economic 
and political well being of 
women. The summit will 
culminate in a press con- 
ference that provides an 
outline on how the G20 can 
implement these solutions. 

The Girls 20 Summit 
brings one female rep- 
resentative between the 
ages of 18 and 20 from 
each of the G20 countries, 
as well as from the Euro- 
pean Union and the Afri- 
can Union. The conference 
meets before the actual 
G20 summit, and models 
its procedures and objec- 
tives. 

Both the Girls 20 and 
the Group of 20 prioritize 
economic innovation and 
investment. However, at 


the conference in Moscow 
there will be a special fo- 
cus on the global advance- 
‘ment of women through 
their economic and politi- 
cal empowerment. 

Perrotte’s academic and 
personal interests lie in 
the study of international 
women’s health, which 
drew her to the summit. 

“T really didn’t expect to 
be selected and it’s really 
important because this is 
going to give me insight 
on what I’m interested in 
and what I want to do,” she 
said. 

She is studying Interna- 
tional Studies and Public 
Health, which she can put 
into practice in Moscow. 

As a representative .of — 
France, Perrotte will have 
the opportunity to present 
from a French perspective, 
but with the knowledge she 
has gained while studying 
in the United States. 

“lm really interested 
in public health and help- 
ing women in developing 
countries, and it’s some- 
thing in the United States 
that I have a much bigger 

See SUMMIT, pace A6 
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Students gather to talk about security issues regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict at 
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JStreet U's second event of its sp 
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eaker symposium. 


JStreet U holds discussion on security, peace 


By ELLIE PENATI 
For The Vews-Letter 


JStreet U hosted 
second event of 
Peace Possible?” 
series, 


raeli-Palestinian conflict, 


centered on the issue of 
establishing security be- 
tween Israel and Palestine 
following a possible two- 


state peace agreement, on 
Tuesday Feb. 26. 

JStreet U at Hopkins 
is a new chapter of the 
national student-lead or- 
ganization. The mission 
of JStreet U is to promote 
a two-state solution be- 
tween Israel and Palestine 
through U.S. leadership 
and open debate. 

An informational film 
produced by The Atlantic 
and the S. Daniel Abra- 
ham Center for Middle 
East Peace proposed pos- 
sible solutions for security 
and prompted the ensuing 
open conservation. The 
film is the product of vari- 
ous think tanks, scholars 
and experts, such as Dan- 
iel Kurtzer, former U.S. 
ambassador to both Israel 
and Egypt, on the issue of 
Israel and Palestine. 

“For us, it was to get 
people more educated on 


the 
its, 1S 
speaker 
a four-part sym- 
posium addressing the Is- 


the issue,” freshman Carly 
Greenspan, a member of 
JStreet U, said. “The video 
wasn't all-encompassing, 
but it did prov ide a good 
Overview and get people 
more comfortable about 
talking about the issue, 
hearing . other people's 
opinions and expressing 
their own ina comfortable 
environment.” 

Following the video, the 
event’s attendees broke off 
into smaller groups to re- 
spond to questions asked 
by the club members lead- 
ing the discussion. 

The questions that 
prompted the conversa- 
tion were generally fo- 
cused around the film 
and its suggested initia- 
tives to address the secu- 
rity issue. Such questions 


sparked debate about 
whether such proposed 
solutions are actually 


feasible, threats faced by 
Israel, whether Israel can 
protect itself and the role 
of the United States in the 
matter. 

Halfway.. through the 
event, the group recon- 
vened as a whole to ad- 
dress the same questions 
and continue further 
thoughtful discussion. 

Within the group, 
there seemed to be con- 


tention about the relative 
strengths of Palestine and 
Israel and whether the 
United States should ac- 
tually get involved in the 
conflict. ' ‘ 

Addressing the ques- 
tion of United States in- 
volvement, there were 
those who supported the 
idea that states are not 
closed systems, and what 
happens to Jsrael and 
Palestine will affect us in 
return. Others expressed 
that the United States has 
no position in the conflict. 

Some felt many of the 
security solutions intro- 
duced in the film were un- 
realistic and did not get to 
the heart of the issue. 

There seemed to be 
a general _ consensus, 
though, that the conflict 
between Israel and Pales- 
tine is not truly about bor- 
ders but rather is a conflict 
of identity. Most agreed 
that achieving real peace 
is unlikely without ad- 
dressing this fundamental 
part of the clash first. 

“T think the discussion 
went really well today, I 
thought people were very 
comfortable sharing their 
opinions and reactions to 
the video. Our end goal 
is that we want to have 
these videos that focus on 


four very central, sticking 


points of a peace agree- 


ment. And through each 
week, explore each topic 
so that we can look con- 
cretely at this two-state 
solution, which JStreet 
U advocates for, and as a 


group and campus be able | 


to have a real discussion 


about what a peace agree- | 


ment would look like,” ju- 


nior Jenny Ferentz, presi- .| 
) Sey 

dent of Hopkins’ chapter 

| who are Native American, 


of JStreet U, said. 

Many 
agreed with the senti- 
ment of Ferentz and felt 
the event was productive, 
went well and fostered an 


participants | 


open atmosphere and plat- | 
P P Pp 


form for easy discussion. 
The event ended on a 
positive note when many 


attendees stated they felt | 


hopeful about the future 
of the conflict. 


“One thing that I think | 


is important, is that there 


are two narratives to this | 


conflict and I think its re- 
ally important to create a 
space where we can dis- 
cuss how distinct those 
narratives are and then 
where they come togeth- 
er and converge 
they don’t converge, what 
the pragmatic 
should be in the future,” 
Ferentz said. 


Commemoration Day brings bar back to Levering 
Cake cut, drinks toasted to ring in Hopkins’s 137th birthday last Friday 


By ELI WALLACH 
Staff Writer 
Hopkins celebrated 


Commemoration Day this 
past Friday as students 
gathered to recognize the 
137th anniversary of the 
inauguration of the Uni- 
versity’s first President, 
Daniel Coit Gilman. Hop- 
kins has recognized Com- 
memoration Day since the 
very first anniversary of 
Gilman’s inauguration. In 
the past, the University 
would hold a large formal 
ceremony, often bringing 
in visiting various heads 
of state as keynote speak- 
ers. 

The event has changed 
dramatically over the de- 
cades. This year’s festivi- 
ties included cake celebra- 
tion in the Glass Pavilion, 
a Student Activities Fair 
in the the Recreation Cen- 
ter, a screening of Skyfall 
hosted by the Hop and a 
celebrity poker tourna- 
ment hosted by FSI and 
RAB. Also featured in the 


line-up was a Commemo- ~ 
ration Day first: a Faculty- 


Student Happy Hour in 
the Levering Lounge, in- 
voking memories of the 
days when the University 
operated a bar for students 
in Levering Hall. 

In honor of what has 
the University has dubbed 
“the Birthday of Johns 
Hopkins University,” both 
the Cake Celebration and 
Happy Hour displayed 


old photographs of the 


University along with de- 
scriptions of the Hopkins’ 
history. 

Many students, like se- 


nior Stefany Gomez, took 
the time to reflect on the 
importance of remember- 
ing Hopkins’ backstory. 

“| feel like people don’t 
really know all the history 
that comes with Hopkins. 
Most of it is really cool,” 
Gomez said. “I feel like 
getting people to know 
the school’s history will 
help.the school spirit.” 

Freshman Jeremy Nel- 
son also cited the merits 
of preserving the Univer- 
sity’s history, noting its 
utility looking towards 
the future. 

“By looking at the past, 
we can improve our Hop- 
kins community ° going 
into the future,” Nelson 
said. “We can learn from 
our mistakes as well as 
our successes.” 

For some students, like 
senior Marni Aronson, 


- 


COURTESY OF JENNY CHO 
Levering Hall hosted a Happy Hour for students and Faculty. 


Commemoration Day 
meant more than a series 
of events. 


“1 think its really im- ' 


portant to celebrate the 
university’s traditions, res- 
urrect the ones that have 
become less popular and 
really develop the new 
ones. We have to do this in 


order to not lose that sense- 


of legacy of the school, f 
Aronson said. 

Monroe Zeffert, an 
alumnus ‘from the class 
of 1979, was delighted. to 
return to Homewood cam- 
pus on Commemoration, 
Day. His catering compa- 
ny, Zeffert and Gold, ser- 
viced the Faculty-Student 
Happy Hour. | 

The Happy Hour event 
was created in memory of 
the bar that the Levering 
Building hosted for much 
of the University’s his- 


t« 


tory, including the years 
in which Zeffert was a stu- 
dent. Located in the bot- 
tom floor of Levering, the 
bar, named the “Rathskel- 
ler,” was a hub for campus 
nightlife. 

“We called the place 
‘the Rat’ and there was a 
disco night every Thurs- 
day. I’m telling you, it was 
a big to-do,” Zeffert said. 
“The place was hopping 
every night but was espe- 
cially amazing on Thurs- 
day nights.” 

Zeffert made sure to 
note some of the key dif- 
ferences in the drinking 
culture of his college days, 
such as the fact that, dur- 
ing his time as a Univer- 
sity student, the drinking 
age was strictly 21. 

“The amazing binge 
drinking, the over-drink- 
ing, the passing out; that 
I never remember hap- 
pening,” Zeffert stated. “It 
was safer, people were not 
driving anywhere. And 
I’m sorry to say this, but 
now, that’s a real issue.” 

As for Commemoration 
Day, Zeffert explained that 
the festivities of Universi- 
ty’s birthday were mainly 
only for the faculty and not 
for the students. However, 
today, Zeffert is happy that 


there is a day on campus | 


dedicated to remembering 
the University’s history. 

“I hope students know 
that it was really a well 
thought out contribution 
to create a top-level uni- 


versity here, and at the 


same time create the hos- 
pital. In real dollars, that 
contribution was amaz- 
ing,” Zeffert said. 


i* 
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of minority women 


By AUDREY COCKRUM 
Stall Writer 


Since its passage in 
1994, the Violence Against 
Women Act (VAWA) has 
effectively reduced 
mestic violence by calling 
greater general attention 
to issues of sexual assault, 
stalking, dating violence 
and domestic abuse. 

“The act has been in- 
strumental in preventing 
such violence preemptive- 
ly due to its strict pros- 
ecution of perpetrators,” 
Eliza Shultz, President of 
the Hopkins Feminists, 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

The original act, which 
was introduced in 1994 by 
Vice President Joe Biden, 
has been reauthorized for 
nearly 20 years without 
conflict; however, when 
the Democratic Party first 
sought to add new provi- 
sions in 2012, the Repub- 
lican-led House objected 
and prevented the act's 
renewal. 

“This opposition  re- 
veals that the House 
would rather all women 
lose the protection VAWA 
offers than include women 


do- 


LGBT or reside here ille- 
gally,” Suzy Yaster, Presi- 
dent of the Johns Hop- 
kins College Democrats, 
wrote in an 
email to The 


and 25 percent of college 
age women will be vic- 
tims of rape or attempted 
rape during their college 
career,” Bougrab wrote. 
“A recent project by the 
Center for Public Integ- 
rity reveals that students 
for 
assaults On cam- 


found responsible 


sexual 
pus will often face little or 
no punishment from the 
school judicial systems,” 
Bougrab continued. “The 
lack of administrations 
holding their perpetrators 
responsible and dealing 
tough punishments like 
expulsion sends the pub- 
lic the message that sexual 
violence is tolerated with- 
in their community.” 
Bougrab wrote that, at 
present, one of the main 
problems institutions face 
when it comes to dealing 
with violence against female 
undergraduates is that vic- 
tims do not come forward. 
“The issue of sexual 
violence on college cam- 
puses is often unacknowl- 
edged and afflicted by a 
culture of silence,” Bou- 
grab wrote. “The reautho- 
rization of VAWA could 
combat this silence.” 
Yaster suggested the 
necessity of the adminis- 
tration to, in light of the 
reauthorization of VAWA, 
further develop  disci- 
plinary acts relating to 
sexual as- 
sault so that 


News-Let- 
ter. “Right 
now _ they 


are picking 
and. choos- 


““No woman should fee] 
be abused and 


then experience 


victims may 
more 
comfortable 
reporting 
cases of vio- 


ing who | y i lence with 
should be tne... Shame or not the knowl- 
protected, being able to do edge that a 
and in the solid sup- 


meantime 
they are en- 


anything about it. 
—Suzy YASTER, 


port system 
exists to ad- 


dangering dress the is- 
all women... ),,PRESIDENT-OF. SY, 
by _ hold- ial CR es Nn 
ing them COLLEGE woman 
hostage should be 
through DEMOCRATS abused and 
this _ pro- then expe- 

| cess.” rience the 

| Recently however, on added shame of not being 


| Feb. 12, the Senate voted 
| 78 to 22 in favor of reau- 
thorizing VAWA with 


added provisions to ex- 
tend protection to Native 
American women, LGBT 
women and undocument- 
ed women. 

These provisions would 
provide services such as 
shelters and legal help for 
victims regardless of sexual 
orientation or immigra- 
tion status. Approximately 
a week later, the House of 
Representatives unveiled its 
own version of the VAWA 
bill, omitting the provisions 
implemented by the Senate. 

As the reauthorization 


_is still in its infancy, its re- 


percussions on college cam- 
puses is yet unknown. But 
senior Nassira Bougrad, 
co-director of the Sexual As- 
sault Response Unit (SARU) 
noted, in an email to The 
News-Letter, that if the gov- 
ernment communicates that 
violence against women will 
not be tolerated through the 
reauthorization of VAWA, it 
will set an example for how 
cases of dating violence and 
sexual assault are addressed 
and punished on college 
campuses nationwide, in- 


cluding Hopkins. 
“One of the most hor- 
rifying statistics from 


a National Institute of 
Justice report in 2000 in- 
dicates that between 20 


able to do anything about 
it,” Yaster wrote. 

With cases of violence 
against women ever-pres- 
ent, the College Demo- 
crats consider the reau- 
thorization of this act to 
be of utmost importance. 
Furthermore, they believe 
that the government's pas- 
sage of VAWA has the po- 
tential to impact women’s 
rights on a global scale. 

“Violence against wom- 
en is a global epidemic,” 
Yaster said. “It is projected 
that one in every three 
women worldwide will be 
raped, beaten or assaulted 
in her lifetime. Clearly, the 
demand for more protec- 
tive legislation is very real.” 

If the federal govern- 
ment reauthorizes VAWA 
and continues to add new 
protections and safeguards 
for women, the College 
Democrats believe that the 
US. will be setting a global 
standard regarding human 
rights. 

“We will be showing 
the world that violence 
against women is not ac- 
ceptable and that we will 
do everything in our pow- 
er to stop it,” Leah Barresi, 
executive board member 
of the College Democrats, 
wrote in an email to The 


- News-Letter. “We could be 


the catalyst for new legis- 
lature around the world.” 


" COURTESY OF WWWHQMCMARINESMIL 
The House of Representatives opposed the original VAWA bill. 
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By ELIZABETH ARENZ 
and GEORGINA RUPP 
Staff Writers 


The Student Govern- 
ment Association’s (SGA) 
role is to serve the stu- 
dent body and represent 
it to the administration at 
large. Senior Moses Song, 
current Executive Presi- 
dent of SGA, has aimed to 
actualize this role in his 
term as President through 
maintaining transpar- 
ency and making students 
more aware of SGA work- 
ings. 

“We have not only ful- 
filled this role but have 
significantly | expanded 
on it by getting students 
more involved and keep- 
ing them more informed 
through town halls, cam- 
pus safety and security 
programs, community 
service initiatives, weekly 
JHU This Week broad- 
casts, the SGABroadcast 
system, and a new Twit- 
ter account,” Song wrote 
in an email to The News- 
Letter. 

Last year’s Executive 
Vice President, senior Wy- 
att Larkin, emphasized 
that SGA is essential in 
connecting the student 
body with the Adminis- 
tration. 

“Student Government's 
role is ... to use the SGA’s 
resources to improve stu- 
dent life”” Larkin wrote 
in an email to The News- 
Letter. “If SGA doesn’t have 
access to, credibility with, 
and the trust of the admin- 
istration, it is impossible 
for it to be effective. 

In previous years, Song 
has organized the Mat- 
tin Market event series, 
worked with the Office of 
Communications on a pe- 
destrian and bicycle safety 
campaign, Road Scholars 
and worked with JHU Se- 

“curity to establish Security 

Week, among other proj- 
ects such as bringing the 
Daily Grind to the Brody 
Learning Commons Cafe. 

Projects like these 
cannot be brought about 


without connection to the 
Administration, Larkin 
maintained. 


“Without a strong re- 
lationship with the ad- 
ministration, SGA is just a 
well-funded club,” Larkin 
wrote. 


ELECTIONS 


In order to communi- 
cate effectively with the 
administration, it is crucial 
that the senior members of 
SGA quickly provide new 
senators with the knowl- 
edge they’ve gained from 
their past experience doing 
so. 

However, the issue of 
accountability in elections 
has been an issue for the 
organization. Last semes- 
ter during the Executive 
Board elections, a new 
policy was instituted re- 
quiring everyone running 


for elections to adhere to 
the same rules when cam- 
paigning. 

“There was no shift in 
policy last Spring about 
what mediums could be 
used for campaigning 
for SGA positions,” Song 
wrote. “There was howev- 
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Student government officers, students discuss SGA efficiency 


Turnover necessitates Executive Board adapt quickly 


“Everyone in SGA 
knows how else everyone 
else is doing,” she said. 
“Tl think there should be 
a better way of commu- 
nicating to students that 
someone is qualified for a 
position.” 
dis- 


Agreeing, Yasin 


sary to bring certain goals 
to fruition. 

The effort required to 
achieve these accomplish- 
ments evident 
this year. 

“Our Fall Concert fell 
through this year,” Gawlik 
said. “Each committee has 


has been 


but if this process repeats 
itself then it’s a downhill 
trend.” 

A major challenge 
to SGA productivity is 
the necessity to quickly 
educate new members, 
something even more cru- 
cial this year due to the 
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The 2012-2013 Student Government.Association at an event in earlier this month. The group provides a link between students and the administration. 


er, a change in policy with 
respect to the involve- 
ment of SGA members 
in elections in that SGA 
members now 
have to  fol- 
low the same 
guidelines as 
candidates.” 
Joanna 


5 Calendar 


Gawlik, Se- 
nior Class 
Senator and 
formerly Ex- | 
ecutive Trea- 
surer has 
reservations 
about the 


election pro- 
cess. 
“There’s no 


cussed an _ alternative 
system for elections that 
would give more power to 
current SGA officers be- 


Student Group Directory 


been doing projects, but 
there is no big thing we can 
point to that was achieved 
in the fall.” 


Contact Us 


Student Services >> 


Bh ae Fhe He WH Ry RRR CSE er ae & sim i oe 


Posted on February 23, 2013 by SGAAdministrator 


Good morning Hopkins! We have a new exciting edition of SGA This week. 
Check out the video to learn about the most recent and upcoming SGA events. 


group’s demographics. 
“One of the problems 
with SGA is that who’s 
going to be on it from 
year to year 
is completely 
unpredict- 
able,” Gawlik 
shared. “Giv- 
en that about 
fifty percent 
{of its mem- 
bers are new], 
_ it’s important 
to expose new 
senators to the 
procedures 
of SGA. This 
year people 
are definitely 
motivated 


accountabil- : . Ee at and excited, 
ity in these JHU This Week Also, if you’ve ever wondered about the Safety, Sustainability, but they just 
elections be- and Continue} haven't been 
cause people [taught the 
don’t know proceedings 
who _ they’re rhaes : : of SGA] until 
voting fon” Posted in JHU This Week | Tagged 2013, february, thisweek very recently.” 
Gawlik said. E xX ec u - 
“They don’t tive Secre- 
vote based on tary junior 
past success of _ COURTESY OF NASHJENKINS Paige Doyle 
candidates.” The JHU SGA website is one of the many ways the organization tries to maintain transparency. is optimistic 

Senior about what 


Hassan Yasin, a Senior 
Class Senator on SGA, 
echoed Gawlik’s  senti- 
ments and described how 
elections center on expo- 
sure, not the issues. 

“You gain the best 
chance of winning these 
elections with the most 
exposure,” Yasin said. 

Gawlik noted that cur- 
rent members of SGA 
know the tendencies of 
candidates most accu- 
rately. 


cause of their experience 
and knowledge. 

“A better system could 
be if SGA pulled more 
weight in the elections of 
its Exec Board,” he said. 

Yasin justified his opin- 
ion based on his under- 
standing of what is neces- 
sary to complete a project 
through SGA. From the 
time he’s spent serving as 
a Senator of his class this 


-year, he recognizes the 


procedures that are neces- 


Gawlik believes this is 
a result, in part, of SGA’s 
high number of new mem- 
bers this year. 

“Usually people come 
back from year to year, 
but this year we have 
very few returning mem- 
bers,” Gawlik said. “The 
semester flies by so it’s 
important to kill that 
learning curve as quickly 
as possible. It’s midway 
through February now 
and I think we’re there, 


SGA will accomplish this 
spring semester. 

“We have fun, new, and 
exciting events planned 
for this semester,” Doyle 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. “With 22 new 
members, including my- 
self, who now have a full 
semester of experience 
serving on the SGA, I ex- 
pect that we will be even 
more effective at serving 
the student body and rep- 
resenting it to the Admin- 


istration.” 
PROVOKING CHANGE 


Larkin suggested that 
because of its status as a 
group representing stu- 
dents to the administra- 
tion, SGA has potential to 
invoke major changes on 
campus. 

“Student Government 
has a substantial budget 
that can be leveraged to 
do big things on cam- 
pus,” he wrote. “But, that 
requires its members to 
either step up with big 
ideas, or allocate SGA’s 
resources to students 
who will put the funds to 
good use.” 

Reaching its maximum 
effectiveness requires that 
SGA is constantly creating 
and acting on new ideas. 

“The SGA should al- 
ways be “doing more’,” 
Larkin wrote. “The in- 
creased funding for Stu- 
dent life, which SGA has 
worked for over the past 
few years, brings with it a 
responsibility to keep do- 
ing more to improve life at 
Hopkins.” 

This year, Gawlik feels, 
more could be done with 
the increased budget SGA 
has been provided with 
due to the upward trend 
in the success of its past 
years. 

“In the past, the atmo- 
sphere of SGA has been 
very proactive,” she said. 
“If you weren't doing any- 
thing, people would call 
you out, while now, ideas 


are forgotten because 
they are not quickly acted 
upon.” 


Because of his limited 
time on SGA, Yasin has 
been discouraged by what 
he sees as a lack of effi- 
ciency on the committee. 

“In my perspective, be- 
ing new, it’s been frustrat- 
ing not getting a lot of di- 
rection,” Yasin said. “We 
don’t necessarily know the 
procedure for how to geta 
certain project done.” 

Song, on the other 
hand, disagrees. 

“Ym always open to 
new ideas to make the 
SGA more productive and 
run more efficiently but 
believe that the SGA has 
been more productive and 
run more efficiently than 
at any point during my 
tenure on it,” he wrote. 

The SGA is also work 
ing on improving the way 
that they communicate with 
students and how they rep- 
resent the undergraduate 
population. 

The Executive Board 
is willing to take student 
perspectives into consider- 
ation, Doyle wrote. The re- 
cent Town Hall meeting is 
one such example. 

“While we are always 
open to suggestions to 
make the SGA run more 
effectively, I feel that the 
SGA has been run ex- 
tremely effectively thus 
far,” Doyle wrote. 


Grouplove to come to 
campus for Spring Fawr 


SPRING FAIR, From A1 
“As a member of the 

Spring Fair staff, I’m a 
little tongue-tied about 
this, but I am really ex- 
cited” freshman Gen 
Crawford said, respond- 
ing to the feedback sur- 
rounding Grouplove’s 
selection. “Our music 
comn ittee worked really 
hard and I am glad that 
they found someone that 
everyone at Hopkins can 
appreciate.” 

Some students —ex- 
pressed excitement about 
the concert, viewing it as_ 
an opportunity to expose 
aes caitha bands 


music. — 


4 


esting choice seeing that 


{think it was an inter- 


they only have one song 
that people know,” fresh- 
man Dexter Zimet said. 
“But I am excited to get to 
know their other songs.” 
Regardless of the 
band’s reception, _ the 
Spring Fair staff encour- 
aged students to view the 
weekend holistically. 
“Spring Fair is known 


among students as ‘the 
best weekend of the year’ 


and is something to look 


forward to every spring — 


semester,” the Spring 


Fair Music Committee 


wrote in the email. “Over 
the years, we hope to 
continue to provide fun 
weekend activities for 


students to participate in. 


and enjoy.” 


A WW WL ae: 


; . COURTESY OF GROUPLOVEMUSIC.COM 
Spring Fair staff announced last Friday that Grouplove would play this year. 


Kappa social calendar 
restricted after infractions 


By RACHEL WITKIN 
Editor-in-Chief 


Due to events at the be- 
ginning of the spring term, 
the Hopkins chapter of 
Kappa Kappa Gamma will 
not have their first date 
party of the semester. 

“As a result of an inqui- 
ry into some of the events 
that the chapter had host- 
ed, we felt it best for the or- 
ganization that they spend 
some time without alcohol 
related events and focused 
more on sober sisterhood 
events and philanthropy 
activities,” Greek Life and 
Orientation Coordinator 
Rachel Drennen said. “To 


my understanding, [the © 


date party] wasn’t ever 


scheduled formally.” 

It has not been decided 
if Kappa Kappa Gamma 
will have any more social 
events for the rest of the 
semester. 

“That will depend on 
their conduct process with- 
in their sorority and what 


education they're doing» 


with their members about 
safe drinking practices, 
and about the risk manage- 
ment policies of the nation- 
al organization,” Drennen 
sad. “Depending on what 
type of programming they 
offer to members, then 


we can potentially begin 
to think about how they 


+ 


extend their social experi- 


ence for the rest of the 


e se- 
mester.” \ 


t 


A4 


HAPI lobbies for U.S. 
relations with Israel 


HAPI, from Al 

sense that we dan‘t 
vision af 
that we would like 
other than making 
that the U.S-Israel 
relationship is maintained 


in the 
really 
policy 


have a 


to see 


sure 


and strengthened,” Hettle- 
man said 
“That's really the key 


Whether it’s 
Democrats or Republicans 


focus for us. 


or whomever we're meet- 
ing with, the 
clearly that we believe it’s 
in the United States’ best 
interest to maintain strong 
ties with Israel.” 

Among the topics that 
students with 
elected officials were joint 


message is 


discussed 


American-lsraeli economic 
and military ventures, the 


civil war in Syria, insta- 
bility in Jordan, political 
changes in Egypt and in- 
ternational sanctions to 
halt the Iranian nuclear 
program. 


“For me, a highlight of 
the lobby trip was being able 
to meet with the foreign af 
fairs advisors of newly elect- 
ed members of congress,” 
freshman Mikey 
member of HAPI, said. “it 
was great meeting with 
Congressman Sean Patrick 
Maloney’s advisor who ir 
formed us how staunchly 


Weiss, a 


pro-Israel the Congressman 
was, and J had no idea.” 

“It is so important for 
us, especially as students, 
to vocalize to our congres- 


Students from HAPI went to D.C. 


sional offices the 


and in this case, a strong 
U.S.-Israel relationship. 
And while at times we 
may have been preaching 
to the choir, just the same, 
it is important for us to vo- 
calize our appreciation for 
them prioritizing Israel in 
their legislative agendas,” 
Weiss said. 

The trip was organized 
in conjunction with the 
University of Maryland: 
chapter of HAPI; five stu* 
dents from the University, 
of Maryland joined three 
students from Hopkins on 
Capitol Hill. 

“We went as a joint: 
school initiative with the’ 
pro-Israel group at Uni- 
versity of Maryland. It was 
great to establish an inter- 


iss¥es - 
that we deeply care about, © 


school network between 
the pro-Israel students at 
Hopkins and Maryland,” 
Weiss said 

The group stresses that 
it believes that lobbying 
is the most effective way 


for students to impact the 
dialogue about the special 
relationship between the 
United States and Israel. 
Students the HAPI 
trips were also able to gaina 
strong sense of the political 
workings in Washington. 
“There three 
people can get political- 
ly involved in pro-Israel 
advocacy directly. 


on 


are ways 


They 


could be a lay leader, a per- 
son in their community 
who works with policy 


makers, and is influential, 
maybe with money, in or- 
der to develop a bond and 
help legislation get passed. 
They can be a policy mak- 
someone who actually 
creates the policy, maybe 


er, 


someone in Congress,” 
HAPI liaison Nicole Ba- 
baknia said. “Or they 


could work for a lobby, and 
be a constituent and lobby 
their congressman from 
their personal experience, 
show them why it’s impor- 
tant to them.” 

The day of lobbying on 
Capitol Hill came on the 
heels of a recent trip to the 
Israeli Embassy on Feb. 
15 by eleven members of 
HAPI. 

Students that 


on trip 


WWWSTARTOURS.COM 
to lobby various representatives. 


‘met with an Israeli dip- | 


‘lomat who was in Egypt 
during the Arab Spring 
revolution. 


HAPI members also re- | 
he said. 


ceived a surprise visit from 


the Israeli Ambassador | 
Michael Oren and his wife 
Sally Oren. 


“We hear a knock on 
the door and we had no 
clue what it was,” Babak- 
nia said. “They had told us 
that the [Oren] might come 
but he somehow got in and 
said ‘Hi, | heard you guys 
are from Hopkins, and he 
was so nice and shook all 

_of our hands. We got to talk 
to him for a little bit.” 

= HAPI hopes to bring 
“Ambassador Oren to the 
Homewood campus to 
»Sspeak sometime in the 


“near future. 


“i 


| to 


night. 
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Students, graduate students and ¢ 


even some proteste 


CATHERINE GUENTHER/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 


rs congregate outside of Shriver Hall before General McCrystal’s FAS presentation, 


McChrystal speaks on international alfairs 


MCCHRYSTAL, From Al 
States effort to fight terror- 
ism on a global scale. 

Students who attended 
McChrystal’s speech were 
greeted by a group of pro- 
testers voicing their own 
views outside of Shriver 
Hall. 

This group, 
ily consisting of graduate 
students, was protesting 
drone warfare and Hop- 
kins’s participation in the 
research of drone warfare 


primar- 


weapons. 

Known as a Luminous 
Intervention, the protest- 
ers were held back by 
caution tape and were re- 
spectful of the event. 

Willy Blomme, a PhD 
student in political sci- 
ence, participated in the 


| protest. 


“This is part of an on- 
going campaign we have 
raise awareness on 
campus about the fact that 
Hopkins is involved in 
drone research. So we de- 


| | cided to come out to this 


event because McChrystal 
himself has spoken out 


| about drone research, he 
| said. 


He elaborated upon 
the mission the protesters 


| aimed to reach by attend- 


ing the presentation last 


“Our goal is to raise 


| awareness that drone re- 


search is being done on 


| campus. We believe that 


| drones are illegal, wrong 


and are reckless to be us- 
ing. This is not an objec- 
tion to McChrystal at all. 
It is more just an opportu: 
nity to raise awareness,’ 


Students were given 
flyers about the use of 


| drones as they entered 


Shriver Hall. McChrystal, 
however, did not address 
the issue of drones until 
asked during the question 
and answer portion of his 
speech. 

“Ym not against drone 
warfare completely. | 
think it’s another tool 
that modern nations have 
to have. But what we have 
to understand is that ev- 
ery time you do anything 
in the ‘world, there is a 
reaction to it ... You have 
to understand how much 


m page Al, Burcu Atay’s origi- 
nal statement that alcohol was served at 
‘and that students needed an 
ands to drink was incorrect. 


te Alcohol wast not served at the party, and 


the Xs re Ay 


: retracted. 


‘ “acces 


ere to keep track of the 
idents at the poe oy 2 


resentment you can build 
up, even though you 
think you might be doing 


something. that makes 
sense I'm not going 
to stand up and say that 
everything America has 
done in the last twelve 
years has been wrong, be- 
cause it’s not,” McChrys- 


tal said. 

After the formal speech, 
McChrystal spoke on the 
subject of the participation 
of Johns Hopkins in drone 
warfare research. 

“Tl believe America 
needs high technology. I’m 
not familiar with the de- 
tails of research here. But 
America needs it. What 
we need to do 


real. And what we see, 
which is the challenge, in 
fact can be very different,” 
he said. 

The next part of Gen- 
eral McChrystal’s speech 
was focused on relation- 
ships. His belief is that 
international relationships 
need to start on a personal 
level. 

“Our place, being a 
part of groups, is going 
to be critical in the future 
as it has been in the past. 
But it’s going to be more 


important. The relation- 
ships between leaders, 
traditional leaders, na- 


tional leaders, is going to 
matter. We are also going 


nents, and that is a lot to 


think about,” McChrystal 
said. 
At the end of _ his 


speech, McChrystal posed 
various issues for students 
to consider, including the 
instability in Pakistan, 
Afghanistan in 2015, what 
defines power in the 21st 
century, the Syrian Civil 
War, Iranian aspirations 
and many other pertinent 
issues. 

These issues prompted 
many of the questions 
asked during the Q&A. 

After his speech, 
McChrystal signed many 
copies of his recently pub- 
lished book My Share of the 


though is use 
it carefully,” 
McChrystal 
said. 

Dies nS 
his speech, 
McChrystal 
spoke about 
the broader 
picture of 
global __ rela- 
tionships. 

He did not 
speak _—_ spe- 
cifically about 
his. time in 
service, nor 
did he dis- 
cuss counter- 
insurgency. 
He first spoke 
about the en- 
vironment 
that we face 
on an interna- 
tional scale. 

When ana- 
lyzing the 
history of U.S.-Iran rela- 
tions, General McChrystal 
pointed out that the story 
could be told from two 
very different perspec- 
tives. 

“You have to under- 
stand that they have a per- 
spective that they bring, 
and they act on that per- 
spective. Sometimes it’s 
better informed than ours, 
sometimes it’s not, but it’s 


CATHERINE GUENTHER/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 


to have relationships with 
people who aren’t national 
leaders and we wouldn’t 
have expected ... It doesn’t 
mean good, but it means 
an exchange of ideas and 
interaction ... It’s relation- 
ships with individuals, 
and with small groups, 
and when those are pulled 
back together, they aggre- 
gate into towns and cities 
and countries and conti- 


McChrystal spoke on American-lranian relations and a variety of international issues. 


Task: A Memotr. 

“It’s a leadership book, 
but it’s about not theoreti- 
cal leadership. It’s practi- 
cal leadership. I was a col- 
lege student, and I went 
all the way up to a career 
where I learned a lot of 
hard things and I learned 
a lot of good things. I 
think that they will get a 
sense of walking that jour- 
ney,” he said. 


On Facebook @ —— Normals. 
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“Do you paint, bake, or create? 
Showcase and sell your wears at 


Student Entrepreneur Alley & Market. 


Alumni Weekend 2013 


Saturday, April 27 
9:00 am-1:00 pm 


Nell arts, crafts, baked goods and other wears. 
We provide booths and tables, you provide the items for sale, 


you keep the proceeds. 
All entrepreneurial Hopkins students are invited to apply! 


For more information, email reuion@jhu.edu or visit 


— hittp://tinyurl.com/StudentAlley 
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Hopkins student selected as representative for Girls 20 Summit 


Perrotte to discuss the economic and political empowerment of women 


SUMMIT, From Al 
chance of doing because 
the government and peo- 
ple are much more inter- 
ested in doing it than in 
France,” Perrotte said. 

Through her internship 
in the French Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs’ Gender 
and Development Divi- 
sion, Perrotte learned about 
the measures through 
which France helps devel- 
oping countries. “[I saw] 
the funding problem that 
France has and how that 
means they have a hard 
time giving funding to de- 
veloping countries,” Per- 
rotte said. 

Growing up in Paris, 
Perrotte has only been liv- 


ing in the United States for 
the last year and a half as 
a Hopkins student. Despite 
Perrotte’s love for France, 
her the 
United States have helped 
her academic pur- 
suits, making her time in 
America important to her. 

In France, 
provide pre-professional 
training, eliminating the 
undergraduate experi- 
ence that is prevalent in 
the United States. Perrotte 
would have gone directly 
into a specialty school (law, 
business, etc.) upon high 
school graduation, without 
the opportunity to first ex- 
periment in different disci- 
plines. 


experiences in 


foster 


institutions 


= Akers 


France, | 


had stayed in 
wouldn’t have 
had the option to explore,” 


Perrotte said. “I took one 
class called Public Health 
in Women’s Media and 


thought it was really cool 
so I added the major [Pub- 
lic Health] because of that 
one class. If I hadn’t had 
the opportunity to come 
here and see what else | 
could take, I wouldn’t have 
had this interest for Public 
Health and then this inter- 
est for women’s rights,” 
Perrotte said. 

Her interest in women’s 
studies focuses on women 
in developing countries. 

“Tm mostly interested 
in how to empower women 


COURTESY OF WWWCBA.CA 


Perrotte has studied how difficult it is to successfully give aid to poorer countries such as Mali. 


‘A ¥TRTs 


in developing countries 


while taking into account 


their culture” Perrotte 
said. 
She touched on 1S- 


sues pertaining to sexu- 
ally transmitted diseases, 
which are common among 
that demographic of wom- 
en, 

“Oftentimes people 
think [health problems 
are] just a money problem, 
but we tend to forget that 
even if women have ac- 
cess to contraception, we 
don’t know if they would 
even use it because it’s not 
a part of their culture. It’s 
an issue of how to help 
them without feeling like 
the West is infringing on 
their culture, because we 
can’t just say, ‘your culture 
is wrong’, when giving 
them the opportunities 
they need.” 

Perrotte has taken nu- 
merous classes in the field 
of Women and Gender 
Studies. 

She highlighted a class 
called Women in African 
History, which specifically 
addressed the conflict be- 
tween culture and aid. 

“Tt was really interest- 
ing because it was more 
about cultural aspects. The 
course asked questions 
like ‘How did their culture 
come about?’ and ‘Why do 
they have this underpow- 
ered status today?” 

In her Global Public 
Health Since World War 
II class, she focused on 
public health and aid in 
relation to how the West 
gives aid to poor coun- 
tries. Her written work 
for the course centered 

on the difficulty of dis- 
seminating contraception 
among women in Mali 


COURTESY OF VIOLETTE PERROTTE 
The Girls 20 summit will atempt to create opportunities for women. 


because of their stead- 
fastness to their culture 
and awarding aid be- 
cause of political conflict 
in Mali. 

Beyond the richness of 
her studies, she has en- 
joyed the social aspects of 
American society. 

“The people here are 
really different. Rela- 
tions between people 
are different. The college 
experience is also really 
good because in France 
we don’t have campuses. 


ES TS CEV ILE 


Professors here are really 
into teaching whereas in 
France it’s more because 
they have to. People are 
so welcoming here. I love 
it!” 

Perrotte has been heay- 
ily involved in different 
activities at Hopkins while 
balancing a double major. 
She is a member of Alpha 
Phi, a campus tour guide 
for the Blue Key Society, a 
singer in the Gospel Choir 
and she works at Alkimia 
Café in Gilman. 
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PERTY REVIEW: 


FOR STUDENTS BY STUDENTS 


Visit our website to read reviews from other JHU students about their experience 
living in the off-campus apartments and rowhomes around the Homewood Campus. 
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FIREFLY 


music festival 
«& ~~ 
JUNE 21-23, 2013 DOVER, DE 


RED HOT TOM PETTY & 
CHILI PEPPERS - :HEARTBREAKERS 


VAMPIRE WEEKEND - FOSTER : PEOPLE 


YEAH YEAH YEAHS -! AVETT BROTHERS - CALVIN HARRIS 
PASSION PIT - MGMT - ELLIE GOULDING - DISPATCH 
i LUMINEERS - KENDRICK LAMAR - ALABAMA SHAKES 
GRIZZLY BEAR - EDWARD SHARPE & MAGNETIC ZEROS 
BIG GIGANTIC - AZEALIA BANKS - IMAGINE DRAGONS 


ZEDD - MATT : KIM - PUBLIC ENEMY - DR. DOG 
{JOY FORMIDABLE - JAPANDROIDS - KREWELLA -! WALKMEN « TORO Y MOI 
AMANDA PALMER ‘iz GRAND THEFT ORCHESTRA « LP - ATLAS GENIUS 
DJANGO DJANGO - DAN DEACON « CRYSTAL FIGHTERS « DRAGONETTE 
MANUFACTURED SUPERSTARS ¢ ACTION BRONSON ¢ YOUNGBLOOD HAWKE 
eee LORD HURON: WILD BELLE -: WHITEPANDA>ZZWARD-ST.LUCIA-HAIM _ 
‘FOXYGEN - CAPITAL CITIES « A SILENT FILM - KISHI BASHI -! APACHE RELAY 
KOPECKY FAMILY BAND « ! CHEVIN ¢ SELAH SUE - TWENTY ONE PILOTS 
BLONDFIRE « ! ROYAL CONCEPT » CHVRCHES - ! NEIGHBOURHOOD 
IMAGINARY CITIES * ROBERT DELONG * CONNER YOUNGBLOOD « DELTA RAE 
JC BROOKS “2 UPTOWN SOUND ¢ HEY MARSEILLES - YOUNG EMPIRES 
! LAST BISON « ! WHEELER BROTHERS «¢ SISTER SPARROW % DIRTY BIRDS 


‘ SPINTO BAND « LEAGUES ° TRAILS ‘ WAYS «: LAST ROYALS 


ADD THIS TO YOUR 
SUMMER LINEUP 


e ; 
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Blake Shelton 
nowplaying with myself... 
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The next generation of COLUMNS is here. This is the place for restaurants, fashion, fitness, cooking, relationships, lifestyle and trends 


When celebs overshare, Spring Fair, Kelly-Clive drama, bad onions 


2 Expand ® Reply t3 Retweet & Favorite es More Bi Sots 
I'm never showing this tweet to any of my friends who hate on country music — it’ll only egg them on. Oh wait, 
they might read The News-Letter. Oh wait, they write for The News-Letter. I'm screwed. Blakey boy, what were you 


thinking? I bet Miranda Lambert is loading her shotgun right now, lighting a cigarette and waiting for her hubby 
to walk inside that door. It’s half past ten. He’s late. The whole world knows he’s a little busy... 


Spring Fair 


SPRING FAIR THEME: MYTHOLOGY } jhu #springfair2013 #theme 
fo.me/2fLa2Oaki 


fe 


Guide for Spring Fair 2013: 
1) Nickname the Beer Garden “ 


Embrace Hades. 


The Underworld.” 


Feb 18 | 


You acknowledge that this will be the place of your death. 


2) Attend Apollo & the Muses (feat. Lil Nympho) at the Rec Center. Find Apollo after the show. He’ll show you 


a good time. 


_3) Pay homage to Hoffman’s Funnel Cakes (the God of Fat) and I Love Thai (the Goddess of Peanut Sauce). One 
fried oreo is not enough, you must eat all four. 


4) Use your Herculean strength to fight the little kids in line for the obstacle course. Remember: you are a hero, 


not a zero. 


5) Hike up to Mount Olympus (aka the Upper Quad) to buy some bling for your toga. You want to stand out 


from the crowd. 


Kelly Clarkson kelly clark: 


Sor) 


| say.ly/GLO5cY7 


Hey y'all, So | just heard ‘Clive Davis is releasing a memoir and 
spreading false information about me and my music... 


Feb 19 | 


Clive Davis is no longer Kelly Clarkson’s idol. In fact, he never was. In a chapter of his new memoir, Clive claims 
that Kelly cried to him because she didn’t want “Since You Been Gone” on her second album. First of all, can you 
imagine what the world would be like without that song? I even fell for that stupid love song. Anyways, Kelly 
claims she cried because he told her the song she wrote about her life, “Because of You,” was horseshi*t. Clive just 
came out as bisexual, but has Kelly revealed another one of his secrets? Poor Clive, I guess what doesn’t kill you 
makes you stronger? | don’t think he’ll get any stronger though; Kelly wants to kill him. 


, Wendell Pierce © We 


J @TheOnion Identity the walt Let him defend that abhorrent verbal 
attack of a child. You call it humor | call it horrendous. 


16 hrs 


The star of HBO’s The Wire responded to a vulgar tweet published by @TheOnion — the Twitter account for the 
satirical news publication, The Onion. This tweet called nine-year old Oscar nominee, Quvenzhane Wallis, a very 
bad word. In regards to this highly inappropriate joke, The Onion issued an apology the next morning. Clearly, 
they have are some bad onions on staff. 


The gourmet gals give Peter's Inn five stars 


ack in January, 
we traipsed over 
to Peter’s Inn for 
a delicious and 
unexpectedly 
gourmet meal. Not to be 
confused with Pete’s Grille, 
the tried-and-true break- 
fast joint on Greenmount 
(which, by the way, is also 
worth a visit), Peter’s Inn is 
an eclectic award-winning 


means a short menu, which 
helped us narrow down 
our few favorite dishes in 
no time. We decided on the 
Baby Kale Salad with blue 
cheese, lardons and dried 
cranberries, Seared Scallops 
with parsnip purée, scal- 
lions and bacon, Tuna Nach- 
os with avocado, beets and 
seaweed salad with a wasa- 
bi sauce, and finally a classic 


restaurant Filet ea 
on South ° gnon wi 
an a Georgina Rupp mashes 
5S trelet potatoes 
aS and Sr 
d , 
vmong Alexandra frais’ 
Balti- was just 
more’s Barbera Pe two 
Best Res- of us eat- 
taurants Delicious Dishing: \28: 3° 
in 2012, were fam 
and after ished). 
our meal 1@ PhenomeNOMS tne vaby 
here we kale appe- 
can see tizer start- 
(and taste!) why. The fact ed off the meal strongly; 
that we haven't been able to the sweetness of the salad 


get this dining experience 
out of our heads over month 
later is a testament to how 
much we enjoyed each dish! 

Every aspect of Peter's 


Inn adds to the unexpect- — 
edness of their gourmet 


dishes: their ever-changing 
menu, their diverse crowd 
of diners, the fact that they 
don’t take reservations, 
their live-in owners, the 
random decor and their 


food that prompts an un- given the refined flavors of 
anticipated degustation. the dishes. The steak was a 
These surprises and unique rather traditional filet mi- 
qualities, in our opinions, n with puréed mashed 
are what bump Peter’s Inn — “potatoes and flavorful veg- 
toward the top of the list. -etables (we suggest com- — 
The menu changes weekly ining, the meat, the pota- 
save for a few Si - toes and the vegetables in 
dishes including, their aah: one bite to optimize taste). 
ad, tuna nachos and steak. The scallops were seared to 


dressing and dried cranber- 
ries mixed with the bitter- 


ness of the kale, the intense _ 


flavor of the blue cheese and 
the saltiness of the lardons 
(cubes of bacon) made this 
a incredibly succulent salad. 

Next came the steak, 
scallops and nachos. The 
presentation of the entrées 
was exceptionally formal, 
which we soon discovered 
was extremely appropriate 


ection atop the creamy, 


chos had a similar level of 
diversity in its flavors, but 
the Japanese essence of this 
dish was a complete flip 
from the scallops and steak. 
The textures, specifically 
the crunch of the nachos 
combined with the tender- 
ness of the tuna, made it 
our favorite entrée of the 
evening. After completely 
cleaning the plate, we real- 
ized why our waitress told 
us that she has ordered 
this dish every time she 
has dined at the restaurant 
(even before she worked 
there!). We were so trans- 
ported by our entrées, that 
whenever we lifted our 
heads from our plates, we 
forgot we were, in fact, eat- 
ing in a pub. 


Dessert was another 


simple decision for us, there 
was only one option: Pot du 
Créme (chocolate, French 
custard) with  blackber- 
ries and ice cream. It was a 
very straightforward dish, 
also elegantly presented 


and just as tasty as the en- 
trées we inhaled moments 
before. Needless to say, we 
licked the ramekin clean. 

The crowd is as diverse 
as its menu. During our 
meal at Peter’s Inn, we were 
surrounded by a number of 
first daters. Perhaps it is the 
intimate tavern setting that 
draws these new couples in. 
The rest of the restaurant is 
made up of old-faithfuls as 
well as what the restaurant 
itself refers to as “motorcy- 
cle enthusiasts.” 

Whether you're look- 
ing for an intimate, yet 
casual location for a first 
date, or your just looking 
to have a fun night with 
friends (we’ve heard their 
wine glasses are quite 
generous), we guarantee 
you will be pleasantly 
surprised by Peter’s Inn. 
Don’t be fooled by the 
old-fashioned exterior, the 
food served inside Peter’s 
Inn is as state-of-the-art as 
you can get. 


OF 
“Thisi is pe i creme. THIS. Is pot du Sone a a Pyeng bowl of yom, | 


AONKEYi VIA FLICKR 


of diversity 


Twitter is over capactty. 


FEBRUARY 28, 2013 


Hannah Decatur 
Tweets of the Week 


This weekly column features 
some of the top posts around 
the Twitter realm that deal 
with the week’s top stories in 


sports, politics, 


pop culture 


and all things news. 


I just really hate Girls 


have seen every 
episode of Girls, the 
HBO dramedy cur- 
rently airing its sec- 
ond season. I have 
read many critical analyses 
of the show, both on infor- 
mal blogs and in esteemed 
national publications. I 
have discussed the show 


| far too much with interest- 


her up as the newest “voice 
of a generation” candidate, 
critics tore into her white- 
washed idyll of spoiled, 
lazy young people trying 
to “make it” in New York 
City, calling 

out its lack 


...sex, Shopping, 


main character, Hannah, is 
cut off by her parents and 
fears she will have to move. 
And yet, she never does. 

Hey, I getit, it’saT V show, 
it doesn’t have to be realis- 
tic. Unfortunately, Girls is 
plagued by far worse flaws. 
Principal among them is 
that none of the characters 
ever exhibit a grain of com- 


| ed parties. mon sense. For ostensibly 
I hate Girls. highly educated (Oberlin 
When the show first be- in Hannah's case) people, 
gan, it was the women 
hailed as a continually 
fresh, young make rash 
addition to a judgmen- 
slate of new- tal errors 
ly adventur- and are un- 
ous _ televi- abashedly 
sion shows contained 
like Breaking in their own 
Bad, Mad little bubble, 
Men, Game of seemingly 
Thrones and oblivious to 
Boardwalk Nicholas DePaul the outside 
Empire. — Its - world. Igno- 
writer, star Voice from the rance in the 
and some- case of Hom- 
time direc- Underground er Simpson 
tor, Lena ; is funny. 
Dunham, bis F column » engages. The ignorant 
Arig NS political, cultural and = 3. aijGwness 
hailed and philosophical ; issues of Girls is 
castigated through provocative and. 2 Fy 
from the get occasionally radical W. hoes 
go. Admir- areumpeats do young 
ers raised women care 


about? According to Girls: 
sex, shopping, power, them- 
selves. Sound familiar? 
Nothing new to add here. 
Except Girls portrays all of 
these desires as obsessive 
pursuits. 
Every type, 
and I mean 


and overly- every type, 
earnest self pOwer, of sex is ex- 
conscious- themeclvce hibited and 
ness. so much of it 

I never on screen 
found it (guess 
particularly controversial. what? Over half of Girls’ 


The show follows a group of 
twenty-something women, 
each embodying a contem- 
porary stereotype — the as- 
piring writer, the gorgeous 
but troubled hippy, the hot 
fashionista, the immature 
innocent — as they cope 
with romance, employment, 
body image and friendship. 

The first few episodes in- 
trigued me. It seemed that 
Dunham was onto some- 
thing, if not quite there yet. 
The characters were believ- 
able, their dialogue street 
aware. Their relationships 
were as messed up as real 
world relationships often 
are, full of uncomfortable 
sex, anger and fear. The 


main character was not a ° 


stick thin supermodel. The 
typical sitcom sheen was 
conspicuously absent. 

But as the show pro- 
gressed, it became clear that 
the show was not going to 
make the leap from mildly 
entertaining and conver- 
sation generating to truly 
can’t miss television rife 
with piercing social com- 

mentary. Constant indul- 
gence in cliché and bombast 


stripped away any sense of — 
reality, as did the fact that all — 


of the characters were living 
in nice apartments in New 
York City without jobs or 
(for the most part) parental 


support In one episode, the 


viewers are male, 20 percent 
over the age of 50). Each of 
the characters is totally self 
obsessed, literally having 
conversations in which no 
one is listening to the oth- 
ers and rather all four are 
spouting monologues in a 
group setting at the same 
time. And, though the show 
makes a real effort to force 
the issue, I wouldn't define 
any of the relationships as 
friendships. Friends don’t 
lie constantly, use each oth- 
er, and trash each other out 
of earshot. 

Where Entourage was 
a truly shallow show, it 
made sense as it was a 
story of Hollywood, that 
cardboard mecca of false 
promise. The only thing 
that held that show togeth- 
er (or came close) was the 
true bonds of friendship 
between the lead charac- 
ters. Girls, for all its effort, 
has taken shallowness to 
an extreme, creating un- 
likable and unsuccessful 
characters who have no 
concept of what real strug- 
gle looks like. 

“Voice of a generation? 
‘I think not. Voice of the 
‘cultural moment (self. ob- 
sessed, it’s always someone 
else’s fault, everything will 
work out for. me, unfu 


ing am 


Been 


1 
: rat fe 
’ 


- 
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here once 
a time 


was 
when 
rap lyrics were 
inspirational. 


That time has 
passed. Sure, most rap 
songs are pretty catchy 


these days, but we would 
be screwed if we actually 
lived by the lyrics of our 
favorite s. Here are 
ten rap lyrics that set ter- 
rible examples for us all. 
Don't try these at home: 

l. “Camp counselor, 
living in the lap of luxe” 


Songs. 


—-RiFF RaFF, “Cuz My 
Gear” : 
If Riff Raff thinks 


camp counselors live in 
‘the “lap of luxe,” he has 
some questionable living 
standards. Who really as- 
pires to finger paint with 
snotty-nosed kids all day? 
Reach for the stars, boys 
and girls. ; 

2. “Man on the moon, 
got a condo out in space” 
—A$AP Rocky, “Goldie” 

Rocky is doing the ex- 
act opposite of what Riff 
Raff does — he’s setting 
his standards too high. 
Literally. You can aspire 
to be great, but maybe aim 
to live somewhere you can 
actually survive without a 
spacesuit. 


3. “Had a couple sei- 


zures, call it minor set- 
backs” -Rick Ross, “I’m a 
Boss” 

Rick Ross _ suffered 


from two seizures in one 
day back in October 2011, 
apparently due to lack of 
sleep. Between this line 
and his frequent refer- 
ences to his high caloric 
intake, has 
little regard for his health. 
Don't follow his footsteps; 
get your 


Ross clearly 
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BUT ALSO observations, rants, lists, thoughts, feelings, missed connections, haikus, confessions, furtive glances and, of course, sex. 


Ten rap lyrics that offer terrible advice 


videos 
from his living room? If 


cording music 
Keef teaches us anything, 
it’s this: always enunciate 
and communicate 
thoughts as 


your 
clearly as 
possible. Maybe then you 
won't find 

arrest, or 


yourself on 
house getting 
sued for child support at 
the age of 17. 

5. “Weezy F. Baby, and 
the f is for ‘phenomenal’’- 
Lil’ Wayne, “Yes” 

Stay in 


8 hours ~ schio ol. 
of sleep Keryce Chelsi Please. 
every 6 : 
night, Henry “Popped a 
a - t molly, I’m 

ealthy, sweatin’ 
and if The 10s woo!” 
you have -Trinidad 
a seizure James, 
or two, don’t call them “All Gold Everything” 


minor setbacks. Call your 
doctor. : 

4. “These b****** love 
Sosa” -Chief Keef, “Love 
Sosa” 

This, is the only in- 
telligible line from this 
song (or any Chief Keef 
song, for that matter) and 
I still have no idea what 
he’s talking about. Who 
is Sosa? What makes the 
b****** love him? When 
will Chief Keef stop re- 


Look, I know better 
than anyone how fun it 
is to scream this line at 
the top of your lungs, 
but abusing MDMA is no 
laughing matter. Trinidad 
James barely grazes the 
surface of the list of side 
effects from the drug; be- 
sides sweating, it can lead 
to memory impairment, 
stroke and — based on 
James’ looks — a serious 
lack of concern for dental 


COURTESY OF FLUTERIRL VIA FLICKR 
The Fresh Prince of Bel Air is the king of kindly rap, keeping kids away from trouble in the neighborhood. 


hygiene, and a compelling 
desire to dress like you've 
lost a fight with a thrift 
shop. 

7. “I ate one roach and 
made a lot of money” — 
Tyler the Creator, “Domo 
23” 


If you're in need of a | 


get rich quick scheme, 
this isn’t it. While roaches 
are actually a delicacy in 
some places (I hear the 
Madagascar hissing cock- 
roach is quite delectable), 


it is highly unlikely that | 


you'd make any money 
from it the way Tyler did 
with his music video for 
“Yonkers”. 

8. “Gang signs out the 


window, ya bish” —Ken- | 


drick Lamar, 


Trees” 


“Money 


It’s dangerous enough | 
to put your hand out the | 
window of a moving car, | 
much less if you’re throw- | 


ing up gang signs. One 
wrong turn and you're on 
another set's territory, and 


it can only go downhill | 
from there. Don’t listen to | 


K-Dot, kids; rep your sets 
from within the car, away 
from the windows. 

9. “Bend it over, Juicy 
J gon’ poke it like wet 


paint” —Juicy J, “Bandz a | 


Make Her Dance” 

Juicy J must have been 
that kid when he was 
growing up, the one who 
just had to touch things 
that were off limits — 
store displays, museum 
exhibits, newly painted 
walls, strippers. Don’t be 
that kid. Keep your hands 
to yourself. 

102 7AIL I sot fon bs 


is pipe water” -French | 
rather decline answering. 
French is doing nothing 


Montana, “Ocho Cinco” 


to counter the stereotype 
of rappers being disre- 


spectful to women. The | 


man has a net worth of $5 
million for saying “haan” 


| in the background of all 


his songs, and he has the 
audacity to only offer his 
b****** tap water? French 
sets the worst example 
for suitors everywhere. 
You could at least offer 
your b****** water from 
the Brita filter. And maybe 
refrain from calling them 


ID ae 


Let’s give some thanks to the gluteus maximus 


“It’s so nice and sedentary!” 


merica is 
PLAGUED 
by an_ obe- 
sity epidemic. 
QUINTIL- 
LIONS of dollars in health 
care are being poured to- 
wards PREVENTABLE 
diseases. People are DY- 
ING. School lunches are 
POISONING the nation’s 
FUTURE. METEORS are 
EXPLODING over RUSSIA. 
So. Much. Media. Hype. 
It’s insane. The “America 
gets wider” scare is a 
modern bubonic plaque. 
And everyone blames it on 
our butts. That's right, the 
very same butts that let 
us sit. Some 


thanks. can no lon- 
You know, ger stand to 
sitting gets stand, but 
such a bad you still have 
rap __ these a good part 
days. I re- of the day to 
member the get through. | 
good ole You stand 
times before when — you 
the Oprah’s ADO. brush your 
of the médi- zy thi nes ue 
cal sphere then you si 
aid. sit- sepia) ler to eat break- 
ting with So They Say. fast. You 
cardiovascu- y i stand when 
lar disease. I This is 4 reaction you're get 
love sitting. column to the bizarre ting dressed 
It’s so nice! college student quotes for the day 


But now, ev- 


that sometimes make it 


Hayley Lewis on me, allow 
me to qualify my argu- 
ment. We definitely need 
more exercise in our daily 
lives. But we also need 
more rest. Rest in the form 
of sitting, which is just so 
nice and..:.sedentary. 

A day at the beach, 
turtles, kindly old folk. I 
can think of quite a few 
things that are nice and 
sedentary. Sitting has 
such pleasant connota- 
tions. I was sitting when 
I received my first kiss. I 
was sitting when I learned 
how to drive. I was sitting 
when I wrote this piece. 

Sitting is what you do 

when you 


but then you 


eryone au-  pastour mental filter, sit in the car. 
tomatically so stay witty! (Seriously, It’s a won- 
appends the Imightrun out of ideas.) derful — ac- 
word “life- tion, so great 

that God 


style” to the 


end of “sedentary” as if himself created an entire 


all sedentary habits are muscle for its’ purpose. 


chronic and bad, bad, bad. 
Okay, before you go all 


Just think. What would 


you do if you had no butt? 


_entary-bashing 


I mean, really. You could 
stand or you could lie 
down. That's it. Imagine 
how much more compli- 
cated life would become 
without the intermedi- 
ary. Lecture halls would 
be filled with students 
lying on the ground, 
probably sleeping. Movie 
theaters would be filled 
with people standing, all 
vying to see the screen, 
fighting over popcorn 
and kicking over drinks. 
John Deere riding mow- 
ers would be non ex- 
istant. Everyone would 
drive Segways instead of 
cars. Oh the horror. 

Cows are a good ex- 
ample of what life would 
be like without the ability 
to sit. The poor guys are 
just kinda stuck. And yet 


they stand all day long | 


and still gain unwanted 
weight. Sitting is obvi- 
ously not the problem. 

Also, if we always 
had to choose between 
standing and_ lying 
down, we'd be no better 
than political extrem- 
ists or magnetic poles, 
forever stuck at the ends 
of the spectrum, incapa- 
ble of compromise. The 
world would forever be 
at war. 

I think it’s about time 
that we lay off the sed- 
agenda, 
just for a little, and quit 
hating on America’s past 
time. Let’s have a day of 
appreciation for sitting 
or a holiday for backside 
thanksgiving. Ack, I can 


already hear the men out 
there clapping. Stop being 
a bunch of dogs (although 
keep up the support!) I 
think we should all take a 
moment and give our butts 
some nice and sedentary 
non-gratuitous gratitude. 
The media’s been bullying 
the glut for far too long. 

And for the health 
goons out there, ya'll can 
have a seat. 


AQ 


COURTESY OF @DOUG88888 VIA FLICKR 
Harlem, N.Y. residents and Pepper the cat are seriously unamused. 


AskMant talks bdays, 
groups and Harlem Shake 


ear ‘AskMani, 
How do you 
feel about gay 
marriage? 
Sincerely, 
Controversially Curious 


Dear AskMani, What 
should I do for my boy- 
friend’s birthday? Sincere- 
ly, Clueless Boo 

Dear Clueless Boo, If 
it’s just you two, dress up, 
cook him dinner and just 
cater to him. Or you can 


Dear AskMani, I think 
my boyfriend cheated on 
me and | don’t know what 
to do? Sincerely, Worried 
for Relationship 

Dear Worried for Re- 


Dear Controversially lationship, Have you 
Curious, I feel as though tried asking him? I feel as 

| this sub- though ev- 
ject is AskMani ery wom- 
rather sen- an has, a 
sitive and ° | : sixth sense 
somewhat Advice Columnist and knows 
political (hopeful- 
in nature, ly) when 
and I'd her _ boy- 


friend is lying. I don’t sug- 

gest any super stalker FBI/ 

CIA methods because if it 
gets to that point then the 
damage has already been 
done. The most important 
thing in a relationship is 
communication. Sit him 
down. Talk it out. Decide 
your next move from there. 


gather friends together 
for food and music. Either Dear AskMani, Why are 
way, I’m sure he'll love it. African Americans mad 
about the 
Dear new  Har- 
AskMani, : lem Shake? 
I'm fed up You don’t want Sincerely, 
with my to let your goals shaker Va 
group proj- Ditexaun 
ect mem- sufferinlightof Shaken 
bers, what Up, I don’t 
should I the present think you 
do? Sin- jigsues. should 
cerely, general- 
Alone and ize and say 
Unaided that all Af- 


Dear Alone and Un- 
aided, You should express 
your concerns to the group 
members in a tactful, clear 
and objective way. Try to 
work things out and sug- 
gest solutions. Remember 
that you all are in a group 
for a reason and you don’t 
want to let your goal suffer 
in light of the present issues. 
If all else fails, meet with the 
professor over your situa- 
tion and see if you can move 
you to another group. 


rican Americans are mad 
at the new Harlem Shake. 
I can tell you that many 
native New Yorkers and 
some African Americans 
do not appreciate the new 
version because it is a dis- 
tortion of a very important 
piece of African American 
culture. 


Got a burning ques- 
tion? Don’t forget to sub- 
-mit to just.ask.mani@ 
gmail.com! 
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Editorial 


McChrystal provides balanced critique 


General Stanley McChrystal kicked 
off the Foreign Affairs Symposium 
last night. In his speech, the four-star 
general and former commander of 
USS. forces in Afghanistan focused on 
the importance of understanding dif- 
fering national perspectives and the 
significance of international relation- 
ships. He spoke at length about the 
U.S.-Iranian relationship and argued 
that the events of the past 70 years can 
be retold differently from both sides. 
Ignoring one side’s perspective, he 
concluded, is a recipe for disaster. 

The editorial board salutes Gen- 
eral McChrystal for his cogent and 
candid analysis of foreign affairs. His 
speech was largely devoid of ideologi- 
cal biases and transcended political 
lines. Most importantly, his speech 
did not contain the talking points of 
American exceptionalism or the all 
too common unwillingness to find 
fault with American actions overseas. 
At more than one point in his speech, 
McChrystal exhibited his readiness to 
criticize American foreign policy and 
military strategy, admitting that some 
tactics he and other generals pursued 
were entirely one-sided and failed to 
account for the “human element” on 
the ground. Instead of blindly prais- 
ing America’s forays in distant lands, 
McChrystal told stories of military 
incompetence in Afghanistan which 
created violence instead of quelling it. 


Even with the best intentions, he ad- 


mitted, the American military cannot 
defuse disputes by simply flexing its 
muscle. 

The willingness of a four-star gen- 
eral to criticize something that’s often 
regarded as a sacred cow among mili- 
tary elites is incredibly important, es- 
pecially here on a college campus. For 
students, the University is supposed 
to shake off old ideas and reconfigure 
once-rigid ideological molds. In. the 
realm of American foreign policy and 
military intervention, critical analysis 
is often offered by think tanks and 
third-parties, away from the action 
and far from the front lines. To this 
end, a four-star general’s critiques 
of his own military’s actions carries 
much more credence. For students 
learning to question and to criticize, 
General McChrystal provided the per- 
fect lesson. 

Other military | commanders 
would do well to heed McChrystal’s 
advice. It’s time for America’s top 
brass to stop viewing the world from 
a single lens — from the perspective 
that America is the beacon of freedom 
and democracy, and is always just in 
her cause to establish freedom and 
democracy abroad. Imposing plans 
thought up behind closed doors in 
Pentagon conference rooms is no way 
to conduct a war. If anything can be 
learned from the past decade and 
from McChrystal’s speech, it’s that 
America isn’t always tight. 


Committee should reach out to students 


Last week, the Johns Hopkins Spring 
Fair Committee, in partnership with 
the Hopkins Organization for Pro- 
gramming (HOP), made an announce- 
ment presenting the L.A.-based indie 
band GroupLove as the highlight of 
this year’s Spring Fair Music Festival. 
Known for its hits, “Colours,” “Tongue 
Tied,” and “Itchin’ on a Photograph,” 
GroupLove is scheduled to perform in 
company with a diverse lineup of art- 
ists from April 12 to April 14. 

While the editorial board applauds 
the Spring Fair Committee and the 


HOP for their effort to present the | 


Hopkins community with a line-up 
of popular artists, it questions if Grou- 
pLove was the best selection for the 
highlight of this Spring Fair’s musical 
performances. — . . 
Seeing as Spring Fair had reserved 
funds reallocated from the canceled 
Neon Trees concert last fall, it would 


have been nice if a better-known band 
was able to perform. The editorial 
board does not know the exact pro- 
cess the Spring Fair Committee went 
through in deciding which band to 
book, as students who are not a part 
of the committees do not have a say in 
the band chosen. 

’ The editorial board would like to 
see more student involvement in band 
selection for Spring Fair. While stu- 
dent groups are responsible for choos- 
ing the artists, they are not representa- 
tive of the tastes of the entire Hopkins 
community. The Spring Fair Commit- 
tee and the HOP should reach out to 
students and gauge their reception to 
possible bands before they are booked 
for Spring Fair. This level of student 
involvement should also apply to all 
HOP and SGA sponsored concerts, as 
these groups are supposed to repre- 
sent the student body as a whole. 
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Bayly Winder 


With the exception of editorials, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 

necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


America and Iran: A timeless tale of failure and frustration 


n response to the recent 
triumph of Argo at the 


Academy Awards, the 
Iranian state television 
channel called the film 


an “advertisement for the CIA.” 
This brief exchange serves as a 
painful reminder of the nature 
of the U.S.-Iranian relationship, 
one that has been marked by 
mutual distrust and deep-root- 
ed animosity. 

Other historic lows include 
American participation in the 
1953 Iranian coup d’état and the 
1979-81 hostage crisis at the U.S. 
Embassy in Tehran which Argo 
depicts. : 

Since a massive and sponta- 
neous revolution swept across 
Iran in 1979 and Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini became the 
head of the newly formed Is- 
lamic Republic, anti-American 
ideology has been one of the 
cornerstones of the leadership's 
rhetoric. In April of 1980, dip- 
lomatic relations between the 
two nations were severed and 
remain so to this day. 

Since then, optimistic mo- 
ments and symbolic gestures by 
both sides have been overshad- 
owed by further hostility. The 
durability and intensity of this 


estrangement has proved re- 
markable. The U.S. government 
has successfully normalized rela- 
tions with past enemies such as 
Germany, Japan and Russia. But 
in this case, the possibility of rec- 
onciliation remains bleak. 

During Mohammed Khata- 
mi’s tenure as the fifth president 
of Iran from 1997 to 2005, the 
tone of dialogue with the West 
improved. The progressive and 
open-minded 


Following a disappointing 
conclusion to Khatami’s admin- 
istration, the incomparable Mah- 
moud Ahmadinejad took over. 
Ahmadinejad's foreign policy has 
puzzled pundits and policy-mak- 
ers alike, and has by no means 
been conducive to a warming of 
ties with America. Stateside, de- 
spite glimmers of hope, President 
Obama has changed little about 
America’s role in the Middle East 

in general and 


Khatami em- Iran specifi- 
phasized a “di- Optimistic moments cally. 

alogue among ; The US. 
civilizations.” and symbolic strategy of solv- 
Yet, powerful a ing the “Iran 
conservative SeStures by both problem” has 
and clerical po- gides have been stayed _ fairly 
litical forces at consistent in 
home severely overshadowed by recent years, 
limited Khata- SF nee focusing on 
mi’s ability to further hostility. economic sanc- 
enact reform. In tions and _ at- 


2000, Khatami 

even turned down the chance 
to shake hands with President 
Clinton because he feared such 
a strong domestic reaction. After 
Bush formed a harsher post-9/11 
Middle East policy, Iran was fea- 
tured as a member of the “Axis of 
Evil” and considered a threat to 
world peace. 


tempting to iso- 
late Iran from the international 
community. Members of con- 
gress, cabinet members and the 
head of state have consistently 
labeled Iran as a pariah state that 
sponsors terrorism and opposes 
American allies on the global 
battlefield. 
This campaign has yielded 


mixed results. Iran’s standing 
has deteriorated significantly 
and the U.S. has rallied support 
from fellow anti-Iranian forces 
such as Israel and the Arab Gulf 
states. 

But apart from drastically 
weakening the Iranian Rial and 
hampering the economic ambi- 
tions of the Iranian population, 
what has been accomplished? 

Ahmadinejad, whose time in 
office is mercifully coming to a 
close, has only given ammuni- 


-tion to those who dismiss Iran 


as an unreasonable rogue na- 
tion. His speeches and antics 
have suggested little interest 
in negotiating with the U.S. or 
anyone else for that matter. It is 
essentially a mystery who will 
win the election in June of this 
year, but even the most reason- 
able candidate would have a 
limited impact on dealings with 
America. 

The current Supreme Leader, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has 
absolute veto power and calls 
the shots when it comes to ma- 


media outlet is particularly dis- 
concerting. 

Despite immense pressure 
from the White House, the Unit- 
ed Nations and countless other 
players, the Iranian regime ap- 
pears determined to continue 
ahead with its nuclear program. 
While this is the largest issue in 
U.S.-Iranian relations, it is cer- 
tainly not the only one worth 
mentioning. This conflict ex- 
tends to the reconstruction of 
Iraq, the civil war in Syria, He- 
zbollah’s actions in Lebanon and 
beyond. 

Considering the status quo, 
there seems to be no way to 
move forward. Neither party 
looks poised to make an ad- 
equate concession and _ the 
American Embassy in Tehran 
continues to be a chilling re- 
minder of past mistakes and 
missed opportunities. Direct 
engagement is surely the best 
way to overcome this stale- 
mate, but in this atmosphere 
even that is likely impossible. 


jor foreign policy matters, Fur- 
thermore, the fact that Khame- 
nei has never traveled abroad in 
an Official capacity or conduct- 
ed an interview with a Western 


Bayly Winder is a junior Political 
Science major from Princeton, N.J. 
He is the Middle East columnist for 
The News-Letter. 


How America’s energy policies are stifling growth and innovation 


By AGASTYA MONDAL 


he U.S. federal gov- 
ernment invests in 
many programs that 
aim to benefit its peo- 
ple, its economy and 
its global standing. While many 
of these programs are relatively 
successful, the U.S. has fallen 
severely behind is its policy to- 
ward technological innovation, 
especially in the field of energy. 

As the burning of the plan- 

et’s fossil fuels continues to ap- 
proach unsustainable levels, it 
will be vital for future genera- 
tions and governments around 
the world to make intelligent 
investments in renewable en- 
ergy. But while countries like 
Germany and France strategi- 
cally support their emerging 
renewable energy markets, the 
U.S. has failed to create a bal- 
ance with the private sector that 
inspires ingenuity and innova- 
tion. 

One of the major reasons why 
the U.S. has fallen behind in re- 
newable energy is not only its 
dependence on foreign oil, but 
its politicians’ pathetic inability 
to stand up to lobbyists and spe- 
cial interest groups that sway 
legislation in favor of major oil 


companies. While it is true that 
dependence on foreign oil is 
nearing all-time lows, the alter- 
natives proposed by politicians 
— such as natural gas drilling, 
fracking and the Keystone XL 
Pipeline — do not encourage 
a national policy of replacing 
dirty fuels 
with clean, 
renewable 
ON. CL Bun 
Until  poli- 
ticlans  re- 
alize that 
environ- 
mental deg- 
radation 
and clean 
energy out- 
weigh prof- 
its from the 
oil industry, 
U.S. inno- 
vation in 
the energy 
sector will 


of subsidies in these emerging 
markets. Dubbed by Forbes as 
the “silent killer” of new tech- 
nologies, subsidies are extreme- 
ly harmful to competition and 
innovation. 

It is necessary to understand 
the distinction between govern- 


National Institute of Health or 
the National Science Founda- 
tion, for example — given to 
scientists to work on specific 
projects. The latter involves 
taxpayer money that is given 
to private sector companies 
to lower costs and allow those 
companies to 
thrive. 
Research 
is absolutely 
vital to tech- 
nology, and 
governments 
should invest 
in it. While 
subsidies 
may seem 
beneficial to 
companies, 
they are ac- 
tually very 
dangerous 
from a mac- 
roeconomic 
standpoint. 


continue to Technological 
lag behind innovation 
other de- COURTESY OF LEAFLET VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS is contingent 
veloped nia- Although the U.S. has taken steps toward a green energy future, it is still far behind other nations. on competi- 
tions. tion, espe- 

Another " cially in less 


factor that is seriously deterring 
innovation in both technology 
and energy ‘is America’s use 


ment-sponsored research and 
subsidies. The former involves 
budgeted money — from the 


established markets such as 
the energy sector. When the 
government subsidizes certain 


companies, competition is ef- 
fectively eliminated, and both 
quality and innovation decline 
at the expense of the taxpayer. 
The most notorious example of 
this is Solyndra, a government- 
subsidized solar energy com- 
pany that declared bankruptcy 
in 2011 and cost taxpayers $535 
million. Subsidies not only 
stifle innovation in developing 
sectors, they come with great 
cost to taxpayers as well. 

Overall, the U.S. government 
needs to seriously reconsider 
its energy policy before any 
substantial change can occur. 
Dangerous relationships with 
big oil companies and a his- 
tory of failed subsidization have 
left America lagging behind its 
global peers in technological in- 
novation. President Obama has 
recently stated that his admin- 
istration will address these vital 
issues, but it will take the coop- 
eration of Congress, private in- 
dustry and the American people 
to foster real energy reform. 


Agastya Mondal is a 
freshman Biomedical Engineering and 
Applied Math double major from 
Pennington, N.J. He is a staff writer 
for The News-Letter. 


Assembly line education: Why America’s universities are in trouble 


By NIKA SABASTEANSKI 


n Brave New World, Aldous 

Huxley writes, “From 

eighteen hundred bottles 

eighteen hundred care- 

fully labelled infants were 
simultaneously sucking down 
their pint of pasteurized exter- 
nal secretion.” Hyperbole, sure, 
but also a prediction of the major 
flaw of the 20th and 21st centu- 
ries: mass production. 

Having the contents of the 
bottle synthesized for the nutri- 
tional needs of a growing infant. 
is quite pragmatic. What, after 
all, is the difference between pas- 
teurized external secretions and 
a mother’s milk? What about the 
infant who has no mother? Who 
is to feed her? Are we to let her 
starve? 

These are precisely the ques- 
tions which have arisen concern- 
ing the accessibility of higher 
education. One possible solution 
which has taken flight with re- 
cent and prestigious endorse- 
ments is online education. The 
argument, in short, is that since 
higher education remains a prize 
for the upper echelon, it must be 
deconstructed and presented ina 
new formula — similar to the ar- 
tificial breast milk described by 


Huxley — for everyone’s relative 
benefit. 4 

_ Online education has existed 
in many forms for many years. 
It serves many purposes, includ- 
ing providing adults with the op- 
portunity to obtain degrees later 
in life, supplying overburdened 
parents with the possibility of 
gaining experience in a specific 
field and giving professionals a 
cheaper alternative to improving 
career skills. 

All of these merits are well 
and good, and with ever-rising 
tuition rates, many gravitate to- 
wards the virtual classroom. I 
am not arguing against the val- 
ues of this pedagogical domain, 
but rather drawing attention to 
the underground movement that 
seeks to broaden the scope of on- 
line education. 

Reformers like Sal Kahn and 
Clay Shirky are leading the move- 
ment in what they believe will be 
the greatest education overhaul 
since the Progressive Era of the 


last century. Their goal is to re- 


invent higher education through 
the use of organized and wide- 
spread online education. With 


the exception of the Ivy League, 


and schools like Hopkins and 
the University of Chicago, they 
expect this method to replace the 


physical classroom. Their move- 
ment is attractive, polished, well 
funded by philanthropists and 
companies like Google, and it 
sounds cogent until you take a 
step back and allow the Kool Aid 
to metabolize. 

Shirky recently published a 
post on his blog, writing: 

“Outside the elite ‘institu- 
tions, though, the other 75 per- 
cent of students—over 13 mil- 
lion of them—are enrolled in 


the four thousand institutions - 


you haven’t heard of: Abraham 
Baldwin Agricultural College. 
Bridgerland Applied Technol- 
ogy College. The Laboratory In- 
stitute of Merchandising. When 
we talk about college education 
in the U.S., these institutions 
are usually left out of the con- 


versation, but Clayton State ed- 


ucates as many undergraduates 
as Harvard. Saint Leo educates 
twice as many. City College of 
San Francisco enrolls as many 
as the entire Ivy League com- 
bined. These are where most 
students are, and their experi- 
ence is what college education 
is mostly like.” 

He argues that online educa- 
tion won't detract from the “typi- 
cal” college experience because 
the examples he listed above are 


the typical experience, not what 
we encounter at Hopkins or what 
he did at Harvard. 

However, he concedes a point 
in his attempt to mock the elit- 
ist academic perspective: he has 
no plans to improve upon this 
experience, just to make it more 
widespread. He isn’t trying to 
mass produce Yale, he’s trying to 
counter arguments that question 
the quality of online education 
of this scale by saying, “Well, it’s 
not so good now, so how bad can 
it get?” 

Huxley would have an answer 
for Shirky and his counterparts. 
In his book Ends and Means, he 
argues, “The early educational 
reformers believed that universal 
primary and if possible, second- 
ary, education would free the 
world from its chains and make 
it ‘safe for democracy.’ It has not 
done so ... Good ends cannot 
be achieved by inappropriate 
means. The truth is infinitely ob- 
vious.” . 

To Huxley, we cannot achieve 
liberty through educational “bul- 
lying and passive obedience.” 
The means contradict the ends. 

If, in the case of this new 
theory of education, the goal is, 
“A free world-class education,” 
as Sal Kahn puts it in The One 


World Schoolhouse, then how can 
our method be a compromise of 
standards for an efficiency of de- 
livery? 

Shirky insists that this roman- 
tic perception of college experi- 
ence won't be missed, but that 
does not eliminate the impera- 
tive to find a way to make sure it 
will be experienced. If the ideal 
is not available to everyone, the 
solution is not to get rid of it or to 
corrupt it, but rather to improve 
it and find a way to disseminate 
it. 

To return to Brave New World, 
the Ford assembly line that 
Huxley feared would take over 
the world in the name of prag- 
matism and modernity is not a 
substitute for the mother’s milk 
that a select cohort of infants 
have the privilege of enjoying. 
We must find a way to ensure 
that education for all does not 
mean worse ‘education for ev- 
eryone. We ought to stand as 
protectors of old-fashioned 
learning and demand that it be 
improved, not reduced to the 
lowest common denominator. | 

—_ 
Nika Sabasteanski is a freshman 
Neuroscience major from New York, 
N.Y. 
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There's More to 
Your Diet 
Than Your Food 


| te 5 


_ Graphics Editor 


a 


-weekend 


eekends 

sho uld 

exist sole- 

ly for the 

purpose 
of eating as much food as 
possible and then lying 
around comatose talking 
about how you're never go- 
ing to eat again. 

I ate an insane amount 
of food last weekend, and 
I don’t regret a single bite. 
Except maybe those moz- 
zarella sticks from UniMi- 
ni at 3 a.m 
on Satur- 
day night. 

I start- 
ed off the 


right by 

going to Buffalo Wild 
Wings in White Marsh on 
Friday night. There was a 
special on triple threat na- 
chos, which consisted of 


Guest Columnist 


honey BBQ pulled pork, 
chicken with blue cheese 
and traditional tacos. Since 
we were at a wing place, 
we had to order wings, so 
I also ate six honey BBQ 


wings. 


The guy I was with told 
me that he didn’t know 
that girls liked to eat that 


much. 


Amateur 
Approximately two 
hours later, | was on my 


couch, with Gilmore Girls 
DVDs, bagel bites, Swedish 
fish, jelly beans, trail mix, 
cookies, chocolate pret- 
zels and gummy bears in 
front of me. My friend and 
[ ate almost everything 
before we started watch- 
ing the show, although 
we did have enough time 
to concoct a Lorelai-esque 
story about why the gum- 


my _ bears 
and the 
Swedish 
fish were 


in an argu- 
ment. 

On. Sat- 
urday, I went to The Gath- 
ering in Hampden, which 
is a food truck fair. 

The first thing I saw 
when I walked in was a 
gourmet grilled cheese 
truck, which I couldn’ 
resist. My sandwich con- 
sisted of cheddar cheese 
and mac ‘n cheese on sour- 
dough bread. It was the 
best decision I ever made. 

In fact, lam never going 
to be able to eat a grilled 


cheese sandwich again 


without wondering where 


COURTESY OF MISS SHIRLEY’S VIA FACEBOOK 
Miss Shirley's is a delicious place to enjoy brunch on Sunday morning or afternoon. 
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Spend your weekend eating oul 


the mac ‘n cheese is. 

\fter we finished our 
sandwiches, we got in line 
for cupcakes at the Iced- 
Gems truck. We had to 
wait for 20 minutes, how- 
ever, because some random 
foodie TV show was film- 
ing. The host of the show 
wanted to buy the last cup- 
cake, but since he couldn't 
do that and film during the 
daylight, we had to stand 
in line and pretend that 
we were disappointed that 
there were no cupcakes left. 

For some reason, they 
had to film a second take 
because it is so hard to eat 
a cupcake while someone 
is filming you. The host 
even flaunted the fact that 
he got the “last cupcake” 
by asking us if we wanted 
to smell it. 

Um, no thank you. 

We finally got our cup- 
cakes after they filmed us 
“walking away.” 

At some point during 
the afternoon, we were 
looking for the Miss Shir- 
ley’s truck, which is when 
we found out that my 
roommate hadn’t heard 
of the fabulous brunch 
place. This meant that on 
Sunday we had to go there 
; for brunch. 

We 
shared 
famous 
key bread, 
and I got a 
ridiculously 
tall egg tower 
and a_ fresh- 
squeezed 
strawberry 
lemonade. 

After this 
weekend of ex- 
cessive 
I probably 
should have 
taken at least 
one day off 
from going out 
to eat, but that 
didn’t stop me 
from heading 


all 
their 
mon- 


tle on Monday 
night. 


food, | 
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COURTESY OF PEABODYJHU.EDU 
This weekend, you can attend a concert at the nearby Peabody Institute for a relaxing cultural experience. 


Peabody instrumental concerts impress 


ou’ve probably 
seen advertise- 
ments for Pea- 
body concerts 
in the daily 
announcements. A few of 
you may have even thought 
about going to one. 
Well if you're sick of the 
frat scene, the Inner Har- 
bor or sit- 


ting alone 
in your 
room, a 


Peabody in- 
strumental 
concert is 
the weekend activity that 
will make everyone think 
you're hip and happenin’. 
Typically, an ensemble 
or orchestral concert will 
blast your ears with glo- 
rious music for anywhere 


| from one to three hours 


out to Chipo- | 


and generally cost a mere 
$5. The concerts are com- 
pletely instrumental un- 
less otherwise stated but 
this doesn’t mean that 
they’re boring. 

Sitting down and focus- 
ing on only music can be 
really lovely and relaxing. 
Hopefully it’s not so relax- 
ing that you fall asleep, but 
if you do, don’t worry. My 
Peabody insiders tell me 


| that sometimes even they 


Guest Columnist 


fall asleep for a piece or two. 
The concerts vary, so 
choose a genre or ensem- 
ble that appeals to you. 
I recommend the jazz 


concerts. Both the mu- 
sic and the audience are 
generally more relaxed. 


(When I went, some of the 
listeners were whooping 
and audi- 


bly ex- 
press- 
ing their 
satisfac- 
tion with 
mhmm’‘s 
and aww yeahs.) 
So, maybe I’ve con- 


vinced you to go to a con- 
cert, but what about trans- 
portation? 

The Peabody Conserva- 
tory is a short five-minute 
shuttle ride on the JHMI 
(the Jimmy) from the stop 
in front of Barnes and No- 
ble to the heart of Mount 
Vernon. (No, not George 
Washington’s house. 
Mount Vernon is a trendy 
Baltimore neighborhood 


filled. with.ethnic, restau- 
rants, nice cafes and other 
fun places for young, at- 
tractive people such as 
yourself to enjoy.) 

The bus stops right at 
Peabody, about a 30 sec- 


ond walk from the beauti- 
ful, classically decorated 
halls where the concerts 
are held. This is a plus es- 
pecially now, when the last 
place you want to be is out 
in the windy cold. 

The concerts are also 
the perfect excuse to step 
out lookin’ fine. If dress- 
ing up sounds like a huge 

ain, you can still go to the 
concert without any fash- 
ion hassle. The dress code 
for the concerts ranges 
from fancy livin’ to daily 
casual. Just don’t show up 
in sweatpants and you'll 
be fine. 

With the exception of 
the rare faculty concert, 
all of the concerts are per- 
formed by Peabody stu- 
dents. They love music, 
and as cheesy as it sounds, 
it really shows. 

These concerts aren’t 
like your little brother's 
piano recital. It’s a chance 
to hear the future players 
of the New York Phil Har- 
monic and Boston Sympho- 
ny Orchestra at the star 
their musical careers. 

So try a Peabody con- 
cert next weekend, if only 
because you've always 
wanted to know what a 
lute sounded like. 


BALTIMORE BOAT SHOW VIA 
FACEBOOK 


Baltimore Boat 
Show 
41a.mM.-9 p.m. 
Baltimore 
Convention Center 


This weekend take 
a look at some 
boats and _ boat- 
ing paraphernalia 
at the Baltimore 
Convention Center. 
There will be boats 


and supplies for 
sale (in case you're 
interested) but 


also events like the 
Swampmaster ga- 


tor show and a talk 


by Captain Dave 
Marciano of Na- 
tional Geographic’s 
“Wicked Tuna.” 


_ Also check out the 


toy boats and crab 
picking contest. 


Dora the Explorer 


JHU and B’more Happenings 


Sua 


may also make and 
appearance. The 
show is open until 5 
p.m. on Sunday. 


Thoroughfare 

Coffeehouse 

8-9 p.m. - 
Nolan’s 


Thoroughfare, 
Hopkins’ multime- 
dia literary maga- 
zine, presents their 
bi-annual Coffee- 
house event. Come 
support Hopkins 


student artists as 
they exhibit their 
work this Thursday 
night. There will be 
prose and poetry 
readings, free food 
and a raffle. 


21 AND OVER VIA FACEBOOK 
21 and Over 
7:30 p.m. 
Landmark Harbor 
East Theater — 


Catch an advanced 


screening of the 
soon-to-be-re- 
leased movie, 21 


—~and Over. You can 


get a complimen- 
tary pass online, 
but seating is first 
come, first serve, so 
arrive early. 


Friday Mar. | 


Jon Stewart 
8 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
Joseph Meyerhoff 
Symphony Hall 


The popular host of 
Comedy Central's 


The Daily Show is 


coming to Balti- 
more Friday eve- 
ning. Enjoy wry 
social commentary 
and learn about 
current affairs the 
way college  stu- 
dents went meant 
to: through satire! 


ko) 


‘BIGIMPROV.ORG 


BIG’s March 
Madness 
8 p.m. 
Strand Theater 


Come see. Hopkins’ 


Buttered —_Niblets 
perform at the 
Baltimore Improv 


Group as they raise 
money for a trip to 
Chicago. Alex and 
Gabe, Photobomb 


and Plan B will also 
be appearing. 


RAMSHEADLIVE.COM 


Yosiin Bey a.k.a. 
Mos Def 


9 PMs 
Ram’s Head Live - 


Grammy-winning 


‘ 


actor and critical- 
ly acclaimed actor 
Mos Def comes to 
Rams Head Live for 
an exciting show 
Friday night. Also 


featuring Watch 
the Duck. Doors 
open at 8. 


Saturday Mar. 2 


BALTIMORE.ORG 


Mozart’s Requiem 
8 p.m. 
Joseph Meyerhoff 
Symphony Hall 


Like classical music? 
Take in some Mo- 
zart this Saturday 
at the Meyerhoff 
Symphony Hall, 


the same. venue 


that brought you 


Jon Stewart one 


day before. This is a 


concert of Mozart's — 


last work, and 
promises to be a 
moving experience. 


Sunday Mar. 3 


Max Weber: 
Bringing Paris to 
New York 
All Day 
The Baltimore 
Museum of Art 


This new exhibition 
at the BMA explores 
how American artist 
Max Weber was in- 
fluenced by his time 
studying in Paris 
from 1905 to 1908. 
The exhibit features 
more than 30 of We- 
ber’s prints, paint- 
ings and drawings. 
Also look out for 
works by Henri Ma- 
tisse, Pablo Picasso 
and Henri Rousseau, 
whose modernist art 
inspired Weber to 
focus on cubism and 
futurism. The free 


‘exhibit runs at the 
~ BMA until June 23. 


¢ 
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Cults explored in Source ICCA showcases talented. competitive groups 
Family Documentary 


By ALEXA KWIATKOSKI 
Your Weekend Editor 


In the early seventies, 
Father Yod achieved ev- 
ery graying guru’s dream. 
Pictures from his heyday 
show the forty-nine-vear- 
old religious ‘leader en- 
throned amid members 
of his popular cult, the 
Source Family. 

Interestingly enough, 
attractive underage wom- 
en seemed particularly 
fond of Father Yod. ; 

In fact, he simultane- 
ously married thirteen of 
them. 

And if photographs ac- 
curately represent what 
it was like in the Family, 
at least half of the cult’s 
female members were ha- 
bitually pregnant or breast- 
feeding. 

This fascinating  reli- 
gious group is the sub- 
ject of a documentary 
by Jodi Wille and Maria 
Demopoulos, which was 
screened at MICA’s Brown 
Center on Tuesday the 
19th. : 

The film, appropriately 
titled The Source Family, 
examines the community 
from both a personal and 
anthropological  perspec- 
tive. 

It begins with a biog- 
raphy of Father Yod, who 
was born plain-old Jim 
Baker. 

As a young man, Baker 
was an athlete and military 
hero. 

Then, according to tes- 
timonies of Family mem- 
bers, he committed crimes 


including murder, and had 
his hands registered as le- 
thal weapons. Afterwards, 
Baker explored drugs 
and religion and founded 
an extremely successful 
health food restaurant in 
Los Angeles. 

By 1971, he had realized 
that he was the Father of 
the approaching Age of 
Aquarius. 

He began teaching his 
religious beliefs to others 
and transformed himself 
into the spiritual leader of 
the Source Restaurant on 
the Sunset Strip. 

His followers became 
the Source Family, a group 
of young people who lived 
with Father Yod in a home 
called the Mother House. 
There, he instructed them 
in the arts of meditation, 
smoking the sacred herb 
(otherwise known as mari- 
juana), sex and familial 
love. 

Father Yod was a magi- 
cal kind of guy. 

His followers would 
sometimes see lightning 


bolts coming out of his | 


ears or mystical clouds of 
energy filling the room 
when he spoke. The Fam- 
ily practiced sex magic, 
whose effects were at 
times so intense that the 
Aquarians witnessed 
vampires walking down 
their staircase. 

At its peak, the Source 
Family’s numbers reached 
into the hundreds. 

Each member was giv- 
en a new title: Some exam- 
ples include Isis, 

See SOURCE FAMILY, pace B4 
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Father Yod is the founder of the Source Family, the subject of the film. 


| determined 


By AUBREY ALMANZA 
( 


Opy Editor 


Jason Moore’s musical 
comedy Pitch Perfect af- 
forded viewers a look into 
the previously underrated 
world of collegiate a cap- 
pella The 
film’s hype soared at an 
ideal time, for the DVD re- 
lease precluded the nation’s 
largest a cappella competi- 
tion by mere weeks. 

Although wildly — ex- 
aggerated, parodied and 
fictional, Pitch Perfect in- 
troduced audiences to the 
intense practices, rivalries, 
stresses and — most im- 
portantly — the raw talent 
behind college a cappella 
groups. 

Hopkins excitingly par- 
took in its own Pitch Perfect 
experience on February 23 
with the long-awaited In- 
ternational Championship 
of Collegiate A Cappella. 

ICCA is produced by 
Varsity Vocals, an_ or- 
ganization dedicated to 
globally recognizing and 
encouraging talented a 
cappella groups at both the 
high school and collegiate 
level. Currently entering its 
17th season, Varsity Vocals 
faces its most gifted and 
competition 


competitions. 


| yet. Hopkins entered three 


of its own well-endowed 
teams: The Vocal Chords, 
The AllNighters and The 
Octopodes, who hosted the 
ICCA’s here for the fourth 
consecutive year. Joined on 
stage by other Maryland 
and D.C. groups, Shriver 
Hall’s sold-out theater wit- 
nessed a performance for 
the books. 

The Octopodes’ Music 


| Director, Peter Yang, an 


obvious crowd favorite, 
provided insight into the 
preparation for and stiff 
competition met at the 
ICCA Quarter Finals. 

“We start preparation 
generally at the beginning 
of Intersession. It’s not al- 
ways smooth because not 
all members are always 
back, but we try our best,” 
Yang revealed. He further 
explained that ICCA plan- 
ning involved picking a 
set, arranging the songs, 
running the music, choreo- 


| graphing, putting it all to- 


gether and fine-tuning the 
professional details. 

“Each year it varies, but 
sometimes we use songs 
from our fall semester 
concert and change [or] 
revamp the arrangements 


to make them more com- 
petition worthy,” Yang 
explicated. “This year we 
took two songs from our 
fall concert — “Who You 
Are” and “Shake it Out” — 
and completely revamped 
the arrangements to build 
more heightened moments 
and arc. “Locked Out of 
Heaven” wasn't picked un- 
til over halfway through 
Intersession,” Yang said of 
pre-competition prepara- 
tion. 

Audience and a cappel- 
la members (perhaps influ- 
enced by the biting rivalry 
presented in Pitch Perfect) 
hoped to seé rivalries con- 
tend. 

“This year was out of 
this world. So many groups 
were literally gunning for 
semi’s and I could see the 
huge amounts of work put 
in from every group,” Yang 
described of the competi- 
tion. “I am so proud of the 
work accomplished by all 
of the Hopkins groups. I 
think between the three of 
us, we put up a huge fight 
and gave an incredible rep- 
resentation of Johns Hop- 
kins. In particular, this year 
I was blown away by the 
innovative and high caliber 
showmanship of The AIl- 
Nighters and the incredibly 
tight choreo and innovative 
arrangements of the Vocal 
Chords! Additionally, the 
Faux Paz is never a team to 
take lightly.” 

Faux Paz competed in 
the ICCA semifinals the 
past two years, making 


this the third year they 
will come up against The 
Octopodes. 

“Squawkappella is also 
a really up-and-coming 
powerhouse group, but to 
be honest, everyone put on 
a really intense and awe- 
some show this past Satur- 
day,” Yang said. 

As attendees know, The 
Octopodes walked away 
with a pile of awards for 
Peter Yang’s Outstand- 
ing Arrangement, an Out- 
standing Soloist ‘and First 
Place at Quarterfinals. 
However, that doesn’t 
mean that the Octopodes 
weren't nervous before the 
show. 

“In the midst of the 
pumping adrenaline 
throughout the — entire 
day and leading up to the 
competition, it’s hard to 
measure something like 
confidence. For me at least, 
nerves were getting the 
best of me even up to the 
point of being backstage,” 
Yang said. “That being 
said, I'd seen the immense 
amount of work that every 
individual of The Octopo- 
des had put in and I could 
see how the set had found a 
very special place in every- 
one’s hearts. The competi- 
tion was fierce and I could 
not really gauge how we 
entirely matched up and 
couldn't begin to speculate 
how we'd place or how we’d 
fare, but what I did know 
was that we had prepared 
nonstop and made it to a 
point where I was confi- 


COURTESY OF EZRA GREGG 
Senior Abigail Ryan, the assistant music director for the Octopodes, sings “Shake It Out” at the ICCAs. 


dent that everyone in the 
group would give it their 
all and just leave it all on 
stage. And with that I can 
be immensely proud of my 
group!” 

The Vocal Chords and 
The AllNighters also gave 
noteworthy performances. 
In fact, the dashing, vested 
men of The AlliNighters 
were recognized with Third 
Place overall (a highly con- 
tested outcome) and hon- 


ored as the group with most 
Outstanding Choreography. 


Without question, the 


group’s rendition of Be- 


yonce’s “Love on _ Top” 
energized and _ enthralled 
audience members more 
than any other competition 
performance. The captivat- 
ing freshman Jaquain Sloan 
surprised viewers . with 
his vest change, ‘pants “re- 
moval, sassy high kick and 
— the move to go down in 
Hopkins history — a final 
drop into the splits that left 
attendees roaring in the 
only standing ovation of 
the night. The AlINighters 
brought the audience to life 
and set a higher standard 
for a cappella choreography. 

Hopkins continues to 
hold a stake in this ICCA 
season, with The Octopodes 
moving forward to Semi-Fi- 
nals at Vanderbilt on March 
23. “We'll continue to work 
hard and prepare and gun 
for finals!” Yang promised. 

Indeed, the Hopkins 
community cannot wait 
to see the team rightfully 
take home the gold. 


Exclusive interview with Stars’ Evan Cranley 


By RACHEL WITKIN 
Editor-in-Chief 


If you ask Stars musician 
Evan Cranley what the best 
album of 2012 was, he’d say 
North, the most recent ef- 
fort of the indie-pop group. 
Cranley is both a songwriter 
and plays various instru- 
ments for the band. Recently 
he took amoment and spoke 
to The News-Letter about 
North and Stars’ recent ex- 
ploits. 


The News-Letter (N-L): 
Where do you go to find the 
inspiration to write songs? 

Evan Cranley (EC): 
That's a pretty enormous 
question, but [songs] are di- 
rected on what I find inspir- 
ing every time. Sometimes 
it’s the studio or city that 
I'm writing in, which usu- 
ally happens in the middle 
of nowhere, or lunch in a 
downtown Canada studio. 
Usually, surrounding my- 
self with new instruments 
every time, I find quite in- 
spiring, and figuring out. 
how the synth works, or 
how new software works, 

can be quite inspiring in the 
process of writing music. 

N-L: What was your fa- 
vorite song from North to 
write? 


Li 


EC: I would have to say 
that it was “Hold On When 
You Get Love and Let Go 
When You Give It.” I think 
that was a really joyous, 
uplifting song to be a part 
of ... it just has a great en- 
ergy. So that’s my pick. 


N-L: What's your favor- 
ite song to perform? 

EC: Id have to say 
“North,” I love seeing the 
crowd's reaction. 


N-L: What's your crazi- 
est story from your most 
recent tour? 

EC: We just came back 
from Asia. We do well in the 
Philippines and Taiwan. So 
I would have to say playing 
Taiwan this last time [with 
Shugo Tokumaru], it was 
amazing. We played in an 
old factory in downtown 
Taipei to about 1200-1300 
people. The local crew [did] 
the whole set, with shadow 
images and flying birds 
and trees and animals in 
the background. You can 
see images of it online, we 
played a place called the 
Legacy in Taipei. That was a 
very amazing, crazy show, 
and I think that Taipei is a 
very special place for Stars 
to play. They really seem to 
understand us very deeply, 
so that was a very incred- 


ible night, one of the best 
nights I've had in years. 


N-L: When you're on 
tour, do you listen to any 
music before you perform? 

EC: Aretha Franklin ... 
I listen to that every time 
before I go on. It’s actually 
our walk-on music. 


N-L: Any _ particular 
food you like to eat before 
you perform? 

EC: Really? I would 
have to say whiskey. 


N-L: And do you and 
the band have any pre-con- 
cert rituals? 

EC: Drinking tequila, 
maybe chardonnay, get- 
ting together in a big circle, 
listening to Aretha Frank- 
lin’s “Who’s Zoomin Who.” 
That’s what we do before 
every show. It’s awesome. 


N-L: What do you do 
when you're not touring? 

EC: I tend to have a nor- 
mal life, I have a three year 
old [with bandmate Amy 
Millan], so I’m a dad when 
I'm at home. I think about 
music, I cook a lot and I 
hang out with my family. 


N-L; Does your daugh- 


ter come on tour with you? 
EC: She's just finished a 


» be 


... tour on the bus, and now 
she’s starting next week with 
us, she'll be on the road with 
us for three months. She lives 
with us on the bus, she flies 
everywhere, if the shows are 
early enough she'll come see 
the show. So my mornings 
are early and my nights are 
long ... but I definitely wear 
two hats. I wear the guy who 
plays music for a living and 
the dad who travels for a 
living, so, that’s my life. I'm 
very blessed. 


N-L: If you could perform 
on stage with any band, 
which one would it be? 

EC: I’m going to have to 
say Apostle of Hustle. 


N-L: And if you could | 


rename Stars, what would 
you call it? 
EC: The Brassholes. 


Stars will be playing at 
Ram's Head Live at 8 p.m. 
next Thursday, March 7. 
Milo Greene will open for 
the band. ; 

“The last time we played 
in Baltimore was at Sonar, 
maybe, but that was four or 


five years ago, at least. So 


we're looking forward to 
eating crab cakes,” Cranley 
said at the end of the inter- 
view. “Looking forward to 
rock the Rams Head!” 


baltimore ballet on pointe 
with recent performance 


By BRIDGET HARKNESS 
Staff Writer 


The somewhat light at- 
tendance at the Baltimore 
Museum of Art’s presen- 
tation of Ballet Baltimore’s 
‘Paquita’ last Saturday was 
hardly unexpected. The 
majority of the Hopkins 
population was packed 
just a matter of yards away 
in Shriver Hall to watch the 
Quarterfinals of the Inter- 
national Championship of 
Collegiate A Cappella (the 
ICCAs). While, admittedly, 


the lure of cute boys sing- 
ing in coordinated outfits 
can be strong, the strange 
90s-esq boy band dance 
routines can leave some- 
thing to be desired. 

The ballet ‘Paquita’ is set 
in French-occupied Spain 
and follows the story of a 
Noble girl who is abducted 
by gypsies in her youth. 
Of course, she ages into a 
beautiful young woman, ° 
desired by a number of 
men who proceed to make 
a complete mess of 

Sree BALLET, pace B4 
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Baltimore Ballet performed the show ‘Paquita’ on Saturday night. 
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COURTESY OF JEFF MEDAUGH VIA FLICKR 
Seeing a ballet is always an enjoyéble evening no matter your age. 


Paquita’ ts performed 
very well at the BMA 


BALLET, From B3 


themselves and their coun- 
try’s government as they 
attempt to kill each other 
for her hand (ok, so maybe 


90-esq boy bands looks 
pretty good in compari- 
son). Despite the drama of 
the man-children, the not 
only beautiful but clever 
Paquita manages to come 
out on top, saving her one 


true love — a French nobhe+ » 


man. Conveniently, Paqui¥ 


ta then discovers that shets: 


actually of noble birth (and 
most likely relatives with 
her lover) and their mar- 
riage is actually endorsed 
rather than forbidden. 

The ballet ends when 
the couple is wed and ev- 
eryone lives happily ever 
after. 

Well everyone except 
for Paquita’s other lovers, 
the couple’s sickly inbred 
children, and Napoleon 
for whom, the Penin 
War (resulting from his 
vasion of Spain) is oftett Md 


ed as his greatest blunder. a 
Though luckily the ete © 


tirety of the story was de- 
scribed in the show’s pro- 
gram, it was disappointing 
that much of the excitement 
of Paquita was left for the 
audience to imagine as the 
company was forced to per- 
form a very abridged ver- 
sion. This was due to the fact 
that the entire first act of the 
show consisted of a show- 
case given by various stu- 
dents of the Baltimore Ballet 
School, as well as some of 
the company members and 
some guest performers. 


The intended format af 


the dual function show was 
unclear at first, and mem- 
bers of the audience who 
might have been attempt 
ing to spot some semblance 
of a plot probably ended up 


The 
varied greatly 
with the dances 
presented ranging from 
excerpts of larger works 
(such as Carnival of the 
Animals) to original cho- 
reographed modern dance 
pieces, to seemingly more 
culturally eclectic styles 
of dance. There was even 
a short piece performed to 
the tune of ‘Bella’s Lullaby’ 
‘from Twilight, which proba- 
bly served to alert any pre- 
viously unaware audience 
members that this was not 
meant to be part of Paquita. 
Perhaps it could have 
been made clearer, both 
in the online advertising 
as well as in the incredibly 
short speech given prior to 
the show, that this show 
was not actually a perfor- 
mance of the ballet Paqui- 
ta. Had the structure of the 
show been better articu- 


hopelessly confused. 
showcase 
in style, 


| dated, it might have pre- | 
| vented the audience from | 


“feeling as though they had 
mistakenly stumbled into 
someone else’s ballet recit- 
al. Which, given the ticket 
prices (with no advertised 
student discount), itis hard 


to believe that anyone buta | 
parent would have shelled | 
out the $35 to attend the 


rather short production. 

That said, some of the 
dancers were truly gifted, 
and many of the pieces in 
the showcase were mov- 
ing. It was clear that a lot 
of hard work had gone 
into the production. In 
fact, were there a more 
reasonable student pric- 
.ing option, Baltimore 
Ballet at the BMA would 
definitely be a perfectly 
viable option for students 
looking for some Satur- 
day night, pre-party en- 
tertainment. 
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Source Family Documentary offers insight 


Documentary shows interviews with family members and insight into Father Yod 


SOURCE FAMILY, rrom B3 


Sunflower, Orbit and 
Electra. Then, they all took 
the surname Aquarian, 
middle name “the.” This 
means thata ty pical family 
member would be called 


something like Magus the 
Aquarian. 

At one point, Father Yod 
changed his own name to 
YaHoWha, meaning God. 
He also fronted a psyche- 
delic rock ’n roll band titled 
YaHoWha 13. He and the 
Aquarian boys would jam 
for hours in a garage off the 
Mother House. They made 
quite good music, and re- 
leased numerous albums 
prized by collectors. 

Father Yod began 
life as a guru with one 
young wife, Robyn. 

In the film, she explains 
how much she loved and 
worshiped him through 
the early years. But by the 
time of the Father’s death 
in 1975 — by a semi-sui- 
cidal freak hang-gliding 
accident, no less — he was 
a polygamist many times 
over. 

While not all of the fe- 
male cult members were 
bound to Father Yod spe- 
cifically, underage women 
were strongly encouraged 
to marry into the Family. 
This was in part so that 
the police couldn’t force 
them to go back to their 
parents. The result was 
that sixteen-year-old girls 


his 


were frequently paired 
with men in their early 
thirties. 


Father Yod’s teachings 
opposed medicine ex- 
cept for the sacred herb, 
of course — so the many 


births that took place in the 
commune were completely 
natural. Then afterwards, 
women would 
hang around the Mother 
House happily breast-feed- 
ing. 

If all 
surd, that’s probably be- 
But Wille 
Demopoulos’s film 


scores of 


this sounds ab- 


cause it 
and 


was. 


portrays the phenomenon 
of the Family in 
balanced 


Source 
a surprisingly 
way. 

The interviews especial- 
ly make the documentary 
Hearing Fam- 
testimonies 


accessible. 
ily members’ 
won't inspire you to drink 
the Kool-aide 
but you'll understand why, 
the right circum- 

someone 


personally, 


given 
stances, 
buy into Father Yod’s phi- 
losophy. 

Most of the Aquarians 
speak fondly of their time 
with the Source Family. 
There is very little regret. 

The major exception is 
Robyn, who left the cult 
devastated. Father Yod’s 
expansion of their mar- 
riage to include twelve 
other women was of par- 
ticular concern to her. 

The screening at MICA 
was followed by an inter- 
view conducted by WYPR 
88.1 FM’s Tom Hall. It 
should air on the radio as 
soon as the. documentary 
is officially released, which 
will hopefully be later this 
year. 

Hall spoke with the di- 
rector, Jodi Wille, and one 
former Family member, 
Explosion the Aquarian. 
For someone who spent 
a considerable amount 


would 


COURTESY OF THE SOURCE: A DOCUMENTARY VIA FACEBOOK 
Father Yod started the Source Family and a health food restaurant. 


of time in a cult, Explo- 
sion seemed like a pretty 
regular guy. He was long- 
haired and definitely a 
product of the sixties and 
seventies, but articulate. 
Like many of the Aquar- 
ians, he had a good sense 
of humor. 

The Source Family 
makes it difficult to com- 
pletely write off its sub- 
jects. Especially because 
everything about the cult 
and its enthusiastic mem- 
bers is utterly fascinating. 

The commune certainly 
had its problems, but Fa- 


ther Yod’s core tenants 
were mostly unobjection- 
able. He preached love, 


hr COURTESY OF WWWYAHOWHA.ORG 
The Source Family raised enough interest that a documentary was made to showcase their cult lifestyle. 


kindness and a_ healthy 
lifestyle. 

As a matter of second- 
ary interest, the film ex- 
amines the slow degrada- 
tion of ytopian ideals. It’s 
a different take on a fa- 
miliar story: a man whose 
great power goes to his 
head. 

Father Yod began with 
meditation and _ natural 
food. But before long, he’d 
recruited all these lost 
young people to follow 
and worship him. Their 
devotion turned him into 
God, so that’s how he saw 
himself. 

His power went un- 
checked; within his com- 
mune, he could do what- 
ever he wanted. So one day, 
he decided he’d like thir- 
teen pretty young wives. 
And who was going to stop 
him? zy : 

But even the mem- 
bers’ fervent  dedica- 
tion couldn’t sustain the 
Source Family forever. 
By 1975, the organization 
was fading and Father 
Yod was losing faith. 

One. morning after 
preparing a breakfast of 
magic mushrooms, he 
confessed to the Aquar- 
ians that he was not God. 

Shortly after, Father 
Yod’s soul was freed from 
its earthly constraints via 
a disastrous hang-gliding 
experiment in Hawaii. 

And before long, the 
Source Family had faded 
into another strange col- 
lective dream of the sixties 
and seventies. 


Some personal favorite moments from an all around enjoyable night at the Oscars 


he Oscars is the 
award show I 


always plan om 


watching _ but 
never actually 
have the time to. This Yeas 


tad strange, I still very 
much appreciated it and 
screamed excitedly in my 
living room. 

2. Jennifer Lawrence 
_winningBestActress.Idon’t 


I somehow gad think it’s 
found _ the . possible 
Sa ae igh Brait r. eo 
all of my } ennifer 
schoolwork Lawrence 
to sit down XOXO Hopssip Girl and if you 
and watch do, you 


the entire thing. And | 
have to say, I was not dis- 
appointed. 

It supplied me with 
hours of entertainment 
and plenty of things to 
Snapchat my friends about. . 


So here are a few of my | hilari- 
favorite moments from the * 


Oscars that I think e 


oo hs et 
one deserves to hear about 


especially if they in’ 
make enough time in thei 


them. 


1. Michelle Obama pre-_ by. her 
senting the Best Picture amazing 
Award. What? I know. Cra~ 


zy. Absolutely crazy. 

It would have 
tad more impressive if 
had actually been at 


Oscars and not just on a’. 
large screen shot live from 


the White House. But*f 
suppose beggars can’ mn 
choosers. ‘ 

Although it © 


_Not to 


cs ality was 
schedule to actually watch _ just 


are cold and heartless and 
clearly just bitter with life 
because 
she is 


fantastic. 


“mention 


in- 
~ creased 


_ perfor- 


Oscar. 

Now, lets add the fact 
that she fell up the stairs 
on the way to get her Oscar 
to this situation. Brilliant. 
Possibly the best moment 
of the entire night. 

When she went to give 
her speech afterwards, it 
was obvious that she didn’t 
know how to react except 
for extremely surprised 
and overwhelmed. She has 
officially won me over yet 
again. 


3. Anne Hathaway tak- 
ing home the award for 
Best Supporting Actress. I 
know there are some Ha- 
thaway haters out there but 
I still love her and there’s 
no denying that she did a 
stupendous job in Les Mis- 
erables. 

Her role was small, ad- 
mittedly, but for those who 
missed the memo, she won 
Best Supporting Actress, 
not Best Actress. 

As she said herself, it’s 


amazing that the Princess 
of Genovia has come so far 
and done so much. 

4. Every single time 
Django Unchained won any- 
thing. 

I don’t know about ev- 
eryone else but I loved that 
movie. It was graphic and 
gory when it needs to be, 
sentimental and touching 
at times and extremely 
eye-opening. 

Every time that mov- 
ie won an award, I was 
thrilled 
because 
I can 
honestly 
say it de- 
served 
to win 
many, 
many 
more. It 
was es- 
pecially 
great to 
see Guen- 
tin Taran- 
tino win 
an Oscar. 
He was 
humble 
and yet 


lutely de- 
served it. 
5. The 
dresses. 
It didn’t 


he abso- 


matter if the dresses were 
horrendously ugly or drop- 
dead gorgeous, they were 
probably the most enter- 
taining part of the night. I 
loved seeing what every- 
one decided to wear, gush- 
ing over the ones I loved 
and bashing the ones I dis- 
liked. 

The Oscars is the one 
time during the year when 
everyone pulls out all the 
stops when it comes to 
wardrobe and I very much 
enjoy getting to see the re- 
sults. 

6. The nine-year-old Os- 
car nominee. 

Can anyone say most 
adorable girl ever? Because 
I sure can! Let’s forget for 
a moment that this girl is 
unbelievably talented and 
the fact that a nine year 
old somehow sat through 
the entire Oscars without 
making a fuss. 

Her dog purse alone 
made her a highlight of my 
night. 

I think it’s safe to say 
that I will be watching the 
Oscars it | the future every 
year. 

I'm not quite sure how 
I've been missing them all 
of these years, but I can as- 
sure everyone, that I will 
not be making that mistake 
ever again. 


~myy.s.e lf a cat gently 
to write Ali-l purring 
about mu- NICK Gersh away ee 
sic without . your lap 
é i 

compet On Deck With ren 
tentious want you 
b. fl oew=- to indulge 
hard, and my _psy- 
I honestly chosis for 
don’t have just one 
much to moment. 
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An unlikely duo: Castle and Beckett continue to thrill audiences 


The conclusion of +t Tor | Tecan? oe : ae , 
sion of the most recent two-part episodes, “Target” and “Hunt.” is the most watched episode within the most successful season of Castle thus far 


veryone 


en- 
jOys a good cop 
show. There's 
just something 


about watching 
a duo put clues together 
and bring down the bad 
§uy, usually with lots of 
sexual tension and flirta- 
tion in between. 

Castle has been deliver- 
ing all that and more for the 
past four years, 
notable differ- 
ence from your 
standard — 
show. 


with one 


cop 


Richard 
Castle (Nathan 
Fillion) is not a 
cop. In fact, he is not even 
remotely involved in law 
enforcement at all. 

Richard Castle is a rich 
and famous writer, com- 
plete with the playboy per- 
sona you often associate 
with the rich and famous. 
Or at least, that’s how he 
starts out. 

Someone begins com- 
mitting murders by us- 
ing murders from Castle’s 
books as a template, so he 
teams up with straight- 
laced, no-nonsense, by- 
the-book Detective Kate 
Beckett (Stana Katic) to 
solve the crimes. Some- 
how, he manages to se- 
cure a place on Beckett's 
team despite her protests. 
(Because how much fun 
would a show be without 
reluctance from at least 
one of the team members, 


F(l)o Show 


right?) 
Luckily, the duo hasn‘t 
looked back since, and af- 
ter four seasons of witty 
banter and 
Standings, 


misunder- 
Castle and 
Beckett have finally gotten 
together just in time for a 
fifth season. 

In this show, Castle 
mostly plays the role of a 
forensic psychologist. He 
knows how to think like a 


murderer, and 
he also. can 
Lau think outside 
the box and 


provide a fresh 
perspective for 
Beckett. 

For someone like me — 
a psychology major as well 
as a writer — this show isa 
dream come true. 

Many people were skep- 
tical about the two leads of 
Castle getting together. They 
were worried that the chem- 
istry between them would 
be gone and that the spark 
would fizzle out without the 
constant sexual tension that 
defined their relationship 
for so ma ny years. 

However, their worries 
were unfounded, because 
season five has overall 
been the most watched 
season thus far. The chem- 
istry is as hot as ever, and 
the quick verbal banter 
that has characterized Cas- 
tle and Beckett’s relation- 
ship since season one is 
still there. They still chal- 
lenge each other and drive 


Beckett 
still rolls her eyes at € astle 
when he exasperates her, 
and Castle still throws out 


each other crazy. 


wild theories about mur- 

ders, from aliens to CIA 
The 

now is how close the two 


only difference 


of them are and how they 
express, both verbally and 


non-verbally, their love 
and care for each other in 
the simple things they do. 

The fact that they’re 


technically 
to be in a relationship, as 
they work together for the 
NYPD, makes things even 
more exciting, although if 
you ask me, Captain Gates 
should not be a captain if 
she hasn’t noticed by now. 
Castle and Beckett don’t 
really seem to understand 
the defintion of “secret,” or 
“subtle,” for that matter. 

Castle and_ Beckett's 
love for each other was 
seen no more clearly than 
in the two-episode plotline 
from the past two Castle 
episodes, “Target,” and 
“Hank” 

Every season (excepting 
the first season) has had a 
two-part plot set around 
midseason (February or 
March), traditionally with 
Castle and Beckett pair- 
ing up with an FBI agent 
to solve problems they can 
not fix themselves. 

In season two, they 
stopped a serial killer ob- 
sessed with Beckett herself. 
In season three, they learned 


not supposed 


COURTESY OF GAZEL VIA PIXABAY.COM 


Gersh ponders the whys and hows of human and cat co-habitation and wonders why this relationship works. 


WJHU shares thoughts on cats, humans 


stensibly, 

this weekly 

WJHU article 

is supposed 

to reflect mu- 

sic, or least music culture 
in some way. 

However, I can’t bring 


of the past month beyond 
the opinion that Scottish 
accents make sad music 
sound great. 

So, in the interest of 
producing something, I'm 
turning my attention to- 
ward one of the station’s 
two mascots: cats. (In case 
anyone is wondering, the 
other mascot are bees, but 
that’s a whole separate ar- 
ticle.) 

In the interest of full 
journalistic disclosure, I 
am a definite cat person, 
and what I’m about to say 
shouldn’t be taken as a re- 
pudiation of only cats. In 


- fact, it can really be applied 


to any pet. 

That fact that we, as a 
species, own cats is mind- 
bogglingly insane. 

Now, if you only own 
a cat for the purpose of 


hunting mice and other 
crop consuming pests, you 
are exempt from this little 
rant. I understand the utili- 
tarian purpose that led to 
the original domestication 
of cats. 

But if you currently have 


cultural context, what you 
are currently petting is a 
small, likely blue-skinned, 
fanged animal, completely 
covered in hair, with slit 
pupils, a sandpaper tongue 
and a call that sounds re- 
markably like crying. 

In its spare time, this 
creature will hunt small 
animals, bury its waste 
in sand, clean its entire 
body by tongue and sleep 
on your keyboard while 
you're trying to write an 
article. 

They honestly sound 
like Lovecraftian horrors, 
yet at any given moment, 
we rarely consider a sin- 
gle aspect for more than 
a moment, and we never 
dwell on the aggregate 
preposterous nature of a 
cat. 

However, I find myself 


consumed by the implica- 
tions. 

House cats will spend 
the majority of their time 
in an environment where 
every object has a specific 
purpose, a purpose the cat 
will never come close to 
understanding, because it 
is a cat and thus incapable 
of comprehending “table” 
or “bed” or “television.” 

These cats are then 
hoisted into the air by 
larger, hairless  ani- 
mals producing bizarre 
sounds, who carry them 
about and_benevolently 
dole out portions of a 
substance that looks and 
smells almost nothing 
like anything produced in 
nature. 

Obviously, there are ex- 
planations for this whole 
relationship, which prob- 
ably include a whole bunch 
of well-researched psycho- 


logical studies, cultural 
exploration and _ scientific 
analysis. 


But I can’t help myself 
from dissecting the situa- 
tion until it dwells in the 
back of my mind like a gib- 
bering whole, bringing me 
closer to feline-induced in- 
sanity. 

So please, the next time 
you see a cat, gently pick 
it up under its front two 
legs, hold it close to your 
face, stare into its eyes and 


whisper, “Why?” while 
gently shaking it. 
Just make sure _ it 


doesn’t attack you with | 


the sharp claws hidden in 
its paws. 


of a terrorist plot against the 
city of New York, and Castle 
managed to stop a bomb lit- 
erally a second before it was 
set to blow up in the middle 
of NYC. Finally, in season 
four, they manage to stop 
World War III along with 
the help of the CIA. 

This season brought the 
two-parter much closer to 
home by having Russians 
kidnap Castle’s daughter, 
Alexis (Molly Quinn). 

Castle and Beckett find 
themselvesina race against 
time to bring Alexis home 
before it is too late. Along 
the way, they get help from 
the most unlikely of sourc- 
es — Castle’s father, whom 
he has never actually met 
and whose identity has 
been unknown until now. 

“Target” and “Hunt” 
gave Fillion, Katic and 
Quinna chance to show off 


their serious acting chops. 
From Fillion’s tears to 
Katic’s frustration that she 
could not help her partner 
more and her fear for him 
when he goes off to Paris 
to rescue his daughter by 
himself, the characters run 
a gamut of emotions from 
the beginning of this plot 
to the end. Fillion and Kat- 
ic’s Emmy-worthy perfor- 
mances made the audience 
feel every emotional punch 
in these two episodes. 
Although these two epi- 


sodes were action-packed 


and exciting, my personal 
favorite parts of “Target” 
and “Hunt” were the mo- 
ments when Beckett shows 
how much she cares about 
Castle. For example, when 
a suspect refuses to cooper- 
ate, she flies into a rage that 
promises pain and regret for 
anyone getting in the way of 


YOUR PATH TO_ 


The Provost’s Undergraduate Research Awards 


COURTESY OF FANPOP.COM 
Ratings are on the rise despite worries about viewer retention after Castle and Beckett got together. 


her helping her boyfriend — 
indeed, her family — in com- 
ing home in one piece. 

However, the last scene 
n “Hunt,” definitely tops 
my list of Best Castle and 
Beckett moments: 

When Castle and Beck- 
ett are finally reunited 
after he rescues Alexis, 
Beckett tells Castle, “Please 
don’t do anything like that 
again without me.” 

Without me. 

Those two words re- 
ally showcase how far 
Castle and Beckett have 
come from the first season. 
Wherever one of them goes, 
whether across the country 
or across the world, the 
other will be there to have 
his or her partner’s back. 

Always. 

Castle airs at 10 PM on 
Mondays. The next episode 
will be broadcast on March 18. 


afford Johns Hopkins undergraduates unique 


opportunities to conduct independent research 


As a PURA recipient you can... 


Develop critical research skills 


Work with renowned JHU faculty 


Receive awards up to $2,500 
or receive academic credit 


Share your research 


with the Johns Hopkins community 


All full-time Johns Hopkins freshmen, sophomores and 


juniors are eligible to apply (seniors are ineligible). 
Research can be conducted over the summer or fall. 
Each applicant must have a faculty sponsor. Summer 


The Provost's Undergraduate Research Awards 
are made possible by the Hodson Trust, 


proposals due March 6. Fall proposals due March 27. 


For more information go to www.jhu.edu/pura 
Questions? Email pura@jhu.edu or call 410-516-8770 
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By KELLEN MCGEE 
For The Vews- Letter 


ee 


For New Year's resolu- 
tion-ists, new eating and 
exercise plans have either 
proven their worth or fiz- 
zled out by now. The des- 
perate search for the perfect 
path to health continues for 
many, be they a competitive 
athlete reaching for a per- 
sonal record, or just some- 
one looking to cut back on 
their daily frappuccinos 
from Starbucks. 

Unfortunately, maga- 
zine and book publishers, 
authors, health clubs, food 
marketing agencies, and 
personal trainers have fig- 
ured out how to turn the 
public’s hyper-focus on 
health into a pretty penny. 
As a result, supermar- 
ket stocks of high-priced 
“health food” items have 
multiplied, virtually every 
magazine in the checkout 
aisles makes some claim 
about weight-loss magic 
and bookstores give best- 
selling diet books a special 
table all to themselves, 

The definitions of popu- 
lar diets are easily digest- 
ible: vegetarians avoid 
meat, vegans avoid all ani- 
mal products —including 


“Scientific studies are 
controlled for many vari- 
ables and are taken down 
to a very artificial scenar- 
io,” McDermott said. ’ ‘They 
are looking at just one com- 
ponent of [the diet].” 

Since each study is con- 
ducted on a very specific 
time scale, it is difficult to 
compare results across the 
board. McDermott empha- 
sized the importance of con- 
sidering the difference be- 


that highly controlled, and 
can't be counted on to re- 
produce the results of stud- 
ies. For example, studies 
strictly control daily activ- 
ity to try and isolate the ef- 
fects of dietary changes, but 
in real life, McDermott said 
one good behavior can often 
lead to another. Someone 
altering their diet for health 
reasons, for example, is also 
more likely to begin exercis- 
ing, which obscures benefits 


eggs, milk, cheese and even _ tween results of the diet 
honey for the hard-core—, produced alone. 

raw-ists can’t eat anything in a study’s : a : Self- 
that has been heated above brief  time- Scientific studies monitored 


about 115 degrees Fahren- window ver- are controlled for dere Mees leeds 


heit, and people following sus the life- ? similar er- 
the Paleolithic diet avoid time period. Many variables tors to con- 
anything that presumabl Some re- i 
wasn't available to Seabee searchers and are taken on ae 
of a hunter-gatherer society. go back to downtoa very varying BMI 
Inundated with all of participants ee ifsite indices tend 
these different options, after the artificial scenario. to report 
what's a health-conscious study and — ANN McDermor,_ their calorie- 
but critically-minded Hop- ask whether > intake dif- 
kins student to do? Cred- they were A\SSOGATE PROFESSOR ferently. Ac- 
ible, data-driven informa- able to OF Human Nutrition cording to 


tion about any of these 
highly-advertised diets is 
usually difficult to find; 
even for those who do have 
access to academic research 
in health and nutrition, the 
science can be difficult to 
interpret. Ann McDermott, 
an associate professor of 
human nutrition at the 
Bloomberg School of Pub- 
lic Health, encounters this 
issue on a daily basis. 


keep off the 
weight as a 
way to mea- 
sure the effect of a diet. In 
many cases, looking at the 
long-term effects, including 
sustainability, dramatically 
change how different diets 
compare to each other. 

The vast claims made by 
heath advertisers are not 
always effective measure- 
ments because real-life isn’t 


McDermott, 
people with 

~ pweera higher BMI 
tend to under-report their 
caloric intake, and vice- 
versa. 

Given this confusing 
wash of information, anec- 
dotal evidence has become 
very powerful in inform- 
ing the public about diets. 
Scott Jurek may not be a 
household name, but he’s 
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Public media has marketed countless dietary plans that have often proven to be ineffective for triers. 
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Nutrition explained: eae lad diels Youth alcohol brands 


on demand tdentified 


By MEGAN JANG 


| For The News-Letter 


Though widely publi- 
cized as the quintessential 
college experience, under- 


| age drinking takes a toll 


on American youth. Every 
year alcohol causes an aver- 


| age 4,700 deaths in the U.S. 


among youth under the le- 
gal drinking age of 21, ac- 
cording to the Center on Al- 
cohol Marketing and Youth 


| (CAMY) at the Bloomberg 


one of the rulers of the ul- | 


tra-running world. He won 
the Spartathalon, a 153mi- 
race between Athens and 
Sparta in Greece, three 
consecutive times with a 
personal best of 22:20:01 in 
2008, and also holds the US 
record for distance covered 
in 24 hours — a whopping 


165.7 miles. So, with a re- | 


cord like that, people natu- 
rally sit up and listen when 
he talks about nutrition. 

In his new book, Eat 


Vegan & Run, Jurek credits | 


his success to his vegan, 
or, as he prefers to call 
it, “plant-based” diet. He 
acknowledges that some 
feel the vegan diet, which 
avoids all animal products, 
is too restrictive. However, 
Jurek has reported the di- 
et’s innumerable benefits 
since becoming a dedicat- | 
ed vegan in 1999, including 


lowered blood pressure | 


and triglyceride levels, all- 
time high “good” choles- 
terol, 
and increased energy. 
Despite the -potential 
health benefits, McDer- 
mott called veganism “an 
extreme dietary pattern,” 
and cautioned against 
blindly following a restric- 
tive diet without proper 
supplements. For example, 
since vitamin B-12 is only 
found in animal muscle, 
See DIETS, pace B9 


decreased soreness | 


School of Public Health. 

“Alcohol is the number 
one drug problem among 
youth in the U.S.” David 
Jernigan, the director of 
CAMY and lead author of 
a new study focusing on 
the popularity of specific 
alcohol brands, said. 

The study, published in 
early February by Jernigan 


| and his team, presents the 


brands of alcohol most in 
demand by minors. 

“This is a crucial piece of 
information for us,” Jerni- 
gan said, explaining that 
knowing the most popular 
brands may help focus ef- 
forts to curb consumption 
among underage youth. 

Jernigan’s team surveyed 
a nationally representative 
sample of over a thousand 
youth (ages 13 to 20) on their 
alcohol consumption over 
the past month. Though 898 
brands were presented in 
the survey, only 25 of the 


brands accounted for half of 
the participants’ collective 
consumption. This contrasts 
with the majority of adults, 
whose choices _ typically 
range to over twice that 
number. 

“Our brand survey is 
the first time we can go di- 
rectly to kids and ask them 
what they’re drinking,” 
Jernigan said. 

The study found that 
of the vodka choices, Grey 
Goose, Smirnoff, Absolut 
and UV made up close to 
the majority of the mar- 
ket share at 46.8 percent. 
A similarly large propor- 
tion — 48.2 percent — was 
seen with the seven most 
popular brands of beer 
— Bud Light, Budweiser, 
Coors, Miller Lite, Corona 
Extra Light, Natural Light 
and Coors Light. Data for 
brands of rum, tequila and 
flavored alcoholic bever- 
ages were also found. 

This study provides 
a new perspective in the 
campaign against under- 
age drinking. Certain 
brands have been believed 
to market specifically to- 
wards youth, and now 
there is proof of the impact 
of these marketing cam- 
paigns. 

Advertising strategies 
vary, but can have an enor- 
mous impact. A past study 
found that the three most 

See ALCOHOL, pace B8& 


COURTESY OF BOBBI BOWERS VIA FLICKR 
47,000 adolescents die per year in the U.S. due to underage drinking. 
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By REGINA PALATINI 
For The News-Letter 


It’s easy for many of us 
to correct nearsightedness 
— we go to the eye doctor, 
pick out a pair of glasses or 
fill a prescription for con- 
tact lenses, and voila, we 
greatly improved vision. 
Thus, nearsightedness, 
also known as myopia, is 
something that we may not 
consider much as a public 
health concern. However, 
researchers at Hopkins 
and across the world be- 
lieve there to be a better 
treatment for this preva- 


-Jent-condition that can be 


derived through genomic 
studying. 


_ people tend 
miss myopia a little 
bit in terms of its public. 
health significance. Be- 
cause, frankly, you can 
get a pair of glasses and 
see well, and most of the 
time myopia is correct- 
able. But it is important to 
understand why myopia 


myopia 4 


COURTESY OF CATEA.GATECH.EDU 
Nearsightedness is more than what an eye exam can fix. New genes that are linked to myopia were found. 


Myopia studied as a health concern 


is the leading cause of vi- 
sual impairment,” Robert 
Wojciechowski, an assis- 
tant professor of epidemi- 
ology at the School of Pub- 


lic Health, said. 
Wojciechowski, —_ with 
other researchers, ap- 


plied his interest in ge- 
netic epidemiology of eye 
disease and eye disorders 
and came much closer to 
discovering the cause for 
the prevalence of myopia. 
They managed to deter- 
mine 24 new genes that 
contribute to the develop- 
ment of myopia. 

“It is the largest study 
conducted to date, and by 
far we have discovered 


lation ther 
centuries of resedsiet is 
Wojciechowski said. “We 
discovered 24 new genes, 
and before this study there 
had been only two genes 
that had been confirmed, 
so we're considering this 
very significant.” 


4 said. 


This international col- 
laboration included 32 
studies, 27 Caucasian and 
5 Asian populations, with 
a total of 420,000. people. 
The participants’ DNA 
markers were correlated 
with refractive error, the 
power of glasses needed 
to correct vision probs 
lems. 

“The amount of, data 
you have to put together is 
a challenge in and of itself. 
That’s starting to become 
somewhat of a factor that 
is limiting, and it takes a 
lot to analyze the data. So I 
think that the biggest chal- 
lenge is being inundated 
with data,” ayeechevga 


While genetic makeup 
plays a part in the devel- 


opment of myopia, so do 


environmental factors. In 

fact, one of the goals be- 

hind the research is to dis- 

tinguish the contribution 

of genetic factors from en- 

vironmental ones, A major 
See MYOPIA, PAGE B9 


Skype's privacy issues remedied 


By CATIE PAUL 
Staff Writer 


The person Skyping in 
the library may not be wor- 
ried about anyone snoop- 
ing on his conversation, 
since everyone else is busy 
studying. Besides, conver- 
sations on Skype are en- 
crypted, so no one should 
be able to listen in on them. 

But how secure is Sky- 
pe actually? Anyone who 
reads the terms of service 
carefully will find out that 
any data can be passed 
along to the authorities, 
if they request it and if it 
is “technically feasible.” 
However, no one outside 
of the company knows 
how Skype works or how 
“technically feasible” it is 
to record a conversation. 
There’s also a chance that 
Skype could contain com- 
promising bugs that would 
provide hackers an entry 
into the system. 

The potential for a sys- 
tem breach can be a major 
privacy concern for many 
Skype users. Thankfully, 
three researchers at the 
Warsaw University of 
Technology think that 
they’ve found a secure way 
to transmit information 
through Skype. Wojciech 
Mazurczyk, Maciej Karas 
and Krzysztof Szczypior- 
ski used a technique called 
steganography in order to 
“hide” a conversation on 
Skype. 

Steganography is the 
science of sending a mes- 
sage such that no one ex- 
cept the sender and the 
recipient know that the 
message exist; a classic 
example is writing some- 


thing in invisible ink. 
They call the program 
they developed SkyDe, an 
abbreviation for “Skype 
Hide”. 

Mazurczyk, Szczypior- 
ski and some colleagues 
have already come up with 
different forms of network 
steganography, a way of 
hiding a message in a net- 
work in such a way that 
there are no traces of the 
message being sent. 

“Steganography can 
be treated as e.g an anti- 
censorship tool that could 
help fight oppressive re- 
gimes by providing clan- 
destine, hard to detect com- 
munication. It can be also 
used by companies as a tool 
to prevent industrial espio- 
nage,” Mazurcezyk wrote in 
an email to The News-Letter. 

“After the 11 September 


attacks in 2001, rumors 
flew that they had been 
carried out with some 
help from steganography. 
A 2001 New York Times ar- 
ticle described fake eBay 
listings in which routinely 
altered pictures of a sew- 
ing machine contained 
malevolent cargo. The link 
to 9/11 was never proved 
or disproved, but after 
those reports, the interest 
in steganographic tech- 
niques and their detection 
greatly increased.” 

SkyDe works by taking 
advantage of how Skype 
treats periods of silence in 
a conversation. 

When someone isn’t 
talking, Skype still trans- 
mits information instead 
of stopping transmissions. 

However, the 

See SKYPE, pace B8 
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A new program was developed to address privacy issues in Skype. 
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SkyDe encrypts Skype messages 


The meteor that forced the dinosaurs into extinction is predicted to have occurred 66,038,000 years ago. 


Dinosaur’s extinction date reexamined 


By BARBARA HOLT 
Staff Writer 


Those who nostalgical- 
ly look back on our early 
school-years of science 
fairs and baking-soda vol- 
canoes might remember 
learning a little bit about 
the abundant and ambig- 
uous theories provided 
to explain the extinction 
of the dinosaurs. Among 
these theories you may 
racall the giant, killer as- 
teroid that impacted the 
Earth. 

Until as recently as this 
February, scientists could 
only predict that the ex- 
tinction occurred some- 
time around 66 million 
years ago. 

“Surprisingly, the fact 
that our best time estimates 
for the impact event were 
only reliable within several 
thousand years of accuracy 
didn’t seem to bother any- 
one,” Paul Renne, profes- 
sor of geology at Universi- 
ty of California at Berkley, 
recalls. 

Renne and his team, 
however, ‘have. finally 
remedied this problem 
and removed all ambigu- 
ity. Published in Science, 
their research proposed a 
new date for the asteroid 
impact, setting the event 
at 66,038,000 years ago. 
Although the radioactive 
argon-argon dating tech- 


nique used was not a novel 
technique, through a com- 
bination of more thorough, 
comprehensive and careful 
experimental design and 
implementation, the mar- 
gin for error was narrowed 
to within the same margin 
of error as the extinction. 

“This makes it difficult 
to argue that [the aster- 
oid impact] didn’t have to 
do with the extinctions,” 
Renne said. The asteroid 
may not have been the sole 
cause for the mass extinc- 
tion, however. “There were 
clearly some _ significant 
changes from terrestrial 
biota before the impact,” 
Renne said. 

In addition to his re- 
cent work on _ extrater- 
restrial processes, Renne 
was awarded in 2005 by 
the American Geophysi- 
cal Union for his exten- 
sive research into the 
relationship between vol- 
canism and mass extinc- 
tions, including a geologi- 
cal phenomena known as 
flood basalt. Flood basalt 
phenomena occur when 
large coats of basalt lava 
stretch over land or ocean 
floors after a_ volcanic 
eruption. 

“A major player among 
these earlier phenomena 
may have been flood ba- 
salt [events],” Renne men- 
tioned. The Deccan Traps 
of Central India were es- 


SKYPE, rrom B7 
transmissions of silence 
are encrypted in shorter 
chunks than _ transmis- 
sions of speech. This al- 
lows silence to be detected 
reliably. While a conver- 
sation is going on, SkyDe 
encrypts the hidden mes- 
sage. Then, once a packet of 
data representing silence 
is about to be sent out, 
the program replaces that 
data with the encrypted 
message. The message is 


| decrypted at the receiving 


end of the conversation. 
Hijacking data that rep- 

resents silence instead of 

data that represents speech 


| keeps any possible viewers 


timated with comparable | 


precision to have occurred 
within the same timeframe 
as the asteroid impact. 

The next step for geolo- 
gists is to investigate these 
volcanic events occurring 
around the time period. 
Renne is currently work- 
ing on submitting a pro- 
posal to the National Sci- 
ence Foundation (NSF) for 
just this purpose. 

Despite the study’s ob- 
vious historical implica- 
tions, Renne concurs that 
greater understanding of 
the geological events that 
contributed to the mass 
extinction of the dino- 
saurs and other flora and 
fauna on Earth may yield 
benefits to more modern- 
day concerns. While the 
intensity of eruptions oc- 
curring today does not 
compare to that of prehis- 
toric volcanism, instead 
showing up in isolated 
events such as the recent 
eruption of Mount Etna, 
the study of how past 
global environmental 
catastrophes _ transpired 
may indicate what warn- 
ing signs to look for in the 
future. 

“Tf we can tease out how 
much role they each play, 
we can understand the eco- 
logical effects of modern 
[phenomena] in produc- 
ing major mass extinctions 
now,” Renne said. 


from suspecting anything, 
because there are no long 
awkward gaps in the con- 
versation. Also the mes- 
sage is encrypted in a way 
that makes it very difficult 
to detect any differences 
between it and the data 
that Skype sends. SkyDe 
can even place the encoded 
message in the conversa- 
tion of a third party who 


-- Thursday, Feb. 28: 


has no idea what's going 
on. All this makes it almost 
impossible to realize that 


SkyDe is sending hidden 
messages. 

The researchers car- 
ried out an 
in which they were able 
ki- 
lobytes a second without 
interfering with the qual- 
ity of the Skype call and 
while the transmission of 


experiment 


to transmit almost 2 


the message was undetect- 
able. They plan further re- 


FEBRUARY 28, 2013 


h into the algorithm 


searc . 
packets of 


that selects 
data that encode silence, 
in order to increase the 
bandwidth while keeping 
distortion to a minimum. 
They also believe that they 
can use SkyDe for other 
svstems that work similar 
to Skype . 
“We, are currently in 
contact with some compa- 
nies and we plan to com- 
mercialize this as a Skype 
addon,” Mazurczyk wrote. 
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The privacy of Skype messages has been a concern for many users. 


This Week: 
Campus Science Events 


3 p.m. Physics and Astronomy: Condensed Matter Seminar by 


Zhengcheng Gu of Caltech/Perimeter. [462 Bloomberg] 


3:45 p.m. Cognitive Science: “Online, incremental, unsupervised and 
nonparametric” by Charles Yang of the University of Pennsylvania. [111 


Krieger Hall] 


-- Monday, Mar. 4: 


1:30 p.m, Biomedical Engineering: Seminar by Leonid Rubchinsky of Indiana 


University. (110 Clark Hall] 


“Controlling Polymeric Thin Films with Light” by 


4-5 p.m. Biology : “Protein folding on the ribosome: Pulling on nascent 
chains with optical tweezers” by Christian M. Kaiser of University of 
California, Berkeley. [100 Mudd Hall] 


COURTESY OF WWW.DRUGFREE.ORG 


The study discusses 25 popular brands among minors including Budweiser. 


Popular alcohol brands 
among youth discussed 


ALCOHOL, From B7 
popular alcohol ads among 
youth used animal charac- 
ters as leading actors. Jer- 
igan also recalls similar ad 
campaigns used in the past 
by cigarette companies 
to attract young consum- 
ers. For example, the ciga- 
rette brand Camel used an 
animated figure called Joe 
Camel. 

“They completely 
changed the course of their 


' advertising in the 90s — 


changed their advertising 
to a cartoon figure,” Jer- 
igan said. res 
Between 2001 and 2005, 
there was a 41 percent in- 
crease in youth exposure to 
televised alcohol advertise- 
ments. Some radio adver- 
tisements for alcohol were 
scheduled to play during 
time allotted for youth pro- 
gramming. Certain brands 
began to distinguish them- 
selves in these venues. 


“We saw Smirnoff Ice 
aggressively marketing,” 
Jernigan said. “Even the 
makers of Smirnoff said [it] 
was for entry-level drink- 
ers who didn’t like the 
taste of beer.” 

Researchers _ estimate 
that 6.5 million minors are 
binge drinkers. CAMY’s 
website cites 14 studies 
that have demonstrated 
the’dangerous power and 
contributions of youth- 
oriented alcohol marketing 
— the more advertising ex- 
posure, the more drinking. 
Further, underage drinkers 
are predisposed to becom- 
ing heavy drinkers later 
in life, with five times the 
likelihood of developing 
alcohol dependence or 
abuse. 

“{Alcohol] doesn’t get 
the amount of attention it 
deserves considering the 
huge public health toll it 
takes,” Jernigan said. 


Brain roadmaps, Chinese hackers and viruses galore 


he Next Big 

Thing?: Scien- 

tists are con- 

stantly — seek- 

ing love from 
the government — a love 
that comes in the form 
of generous funding. Be- 
fore the Human Genome 
Project, physicists were 
mostly happy with the big 
bucks they got to spend 
for splitting atoms open 
and travelling the depths 
of space. Envy in the field 
of biology soon dwindled 
away as the government 
shifted their attention to- 
wards genome studies. 
However, as the Human 
Genome Project came to 
a close almost ten years 
ago, the next big field of 
science has long been a 
mystery. Lately, it seems 
that the Brain Activity 
Map is lassoing the love 
of the government. Sci- 
entists are attempting to 
trace every highway of 
electrical impulse and 
intersection in synaptic 
clefts in the human brain 
within ten years. The en- 
deavor is predicted to 
have an annual cost of 
300 million dollars, and 
companies like Google, 
Microsoft and Qualcomm 
already plan to partake in 
the project. 


Ubiquitous creatures: 
What creature do you 
think is the most abun- 
dant in the world? Since 
our bodies do, in fact, host 
more bacterial cells than 
human cells, you might 
be tempted to guess the 
most plentiful creature is 
some kind of bacteria. Sci- 
entists would have agreed 


with you until a recent dis- 
covery of a certain virus. 
Before this discovery, a 
strain of bacteria known as 
Pelagibacter ubique, which 
constitutes a third of ‘sin- 
gle cell organisms in the 
ocean, was heralded as the 
most abundant organism 
on Earth. But scientists had 
one unresolved piece of 
the puzzle to 


the entire ocean to sample, 
the scientists had no idea 
which virus could invade 
the bacteria. Through a sig- 
nificant amount of dilut- 
ing techniques to observe 
each virus in the ocean, 
researchers discovered 
HTVCO010P — a virus able 
to invade P. ubique that 
was soon deemed the most 

common 


follow up on: ° organism 
usually, an Michael on ore, 
sites — like ranted, 
tapeworms ~ some do 
— outnumber Yamakawa not classify 


their hosts. So 
are there par- 
asites that re- 
side in P. ubique? Scientists 
thought that there were no 
extant species that invaded 
them, thus leading to their 
ubiquity. However, some 
researchers decided to look 
for this elusive parasite, a 
task comparable to finding 
aneedle ina haystack made 
of needles. While they had 


- SciTech Talk 


viruses as 
living, but 
it’s still 
truly mind-boggling to 
wrap your mind around 
the sheer vastness of HT- 
VCO010P’s population. 


Taking the offensive for 
cyber protection against 
China: The Chinese gov- 
ernment has long de- 
nied their affiliation with 


COURTESY OF WWWLIFESCLUCSB.EDU 
Following the Human Genome Project, the Brain Activity Map project may be the next big thing. 


hacking in the United 
States, including any in- 
volvement in the recent 
The New York Times inci- 
dent. Without hard evi- 
dence, the United States 
has never been able to re- 
buke and seek justice. In 
a triumphant attempt to 
crack down on the origin 
of all these attacks, Man- 
diant, one of the firms re- 
sponsible for tracing the 
NYTimes hacks, claims 
to have found evidence 
of the Chinese govern- 
ment’s sponsorship in the 
hacking events. They say 
the hackers are traceable 
to networks in Shanghai 
near the army compound. 
While American _politi- 
cians and the European 
Commission are outraged 


by this discovery, some: 


are still doubtful of Man- 
diant’s methodology for 
tracking, claiming that 
their bias gears searches 
toward Chinese regions. 
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By CATIE PAUL 
Staff Writer 


The best Way to archive 
data might not be to pre- 
serve it electronically, but 
to store information inside 
DNA. This idea occurred to 
Nick Goldman and Ewan 
Birney of the European 
Institute 
when they were trying to 
decide what to do with the 
large amount of data they 
generate in their research. 


Bioinformatics 


As the amount of 


within strands of DNA. 
DNA seems like 


living organism on Earth. 


In fact, scientists have been 
trying to store information 


as DNA for a while now. 
However, 


converting the information 
from DNA back into read- 
able data. 

Goldman and Birney 
hoped solve this problem 
by changing the way data 
is translated into DNA. 
Most earlier schemes re- 
quired using a binary form 
of encoding. DNA contains 
information in the form 
of four chemical bases: 
adenosine, thymine, cyto- 
sine, and guanine. Gener- 
ally, a 0 would represent 
two bases and 1 would 
represent two other bases 
in binary schemes. For ex- 
ample, adenosine and cy- 
tosine might represent 0 
and guanine and thymine 
might represent a 1. How- 
ever, this can-lead to the 
accidental repetition of a 


data 
that needs to be archived 
increases, the capacity of 
the hard drives that need 
to hold it must naturally 
grow as well. An immedi- 
ate consequence of this is 
the rise in cost of data stor- 
age. Faced with this prob- 
lem, Goldman and Birney, 
in their research published 
in Nature, speculated that 
the easiest way to store the 
data might be to input data 


the 
great storage mechanism 
because it already is the 
perfect storage mechanism 
in nature — it contains in- 
formation about the genet- 
ic makeup of every single 


most previous 
attempts have been prone 
to errors when it comes to 


base when the code is be- 
ing generated as DNA by a 
DNA-sequencing machine, 
This generates errors when 
translating the information 
back into binary. 

[he solution to this 
problem might be the use 
of a ternary language — 
a system of Os, 1s, and 
2s — instead of a binary 
one. The coding scheme is 
trickier than most binary 
systems. Instead of identi- 
fying each nucleotide by a 
certain number, the terna- 
ry numbers are identified 
by looking at the previ- 
ous base, then identifying 
what the current base is. 
For instance, if the previ- 
ous base was a G, the ter- 
nary number would be 0 if 
the current base is T, 1 if it 
is A, and 2 if it is C. There 
are rules for every possible 
combination of digits, en- 
suring that a sequence of 
identical digits isn't encod- 
ed by a sequence of identi- 
cal bases. 

When it came time to 
actually generate DNA 
strands, however, there was 
another problem: DNA- 
synthesis machines cannot 
generate one long strand of 
DNA for every file, which 
would have been the sim- 
plest approach. Instead, 
the scientists decided to di- 
vide each file into individ- 
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Scientists find novel way to store data in DNA 


ual pieces that were each 
117 bases long. 100 of those 
bases were used to store 
information, and the other 
17 contained information 
about where in the file this 
part should be located. 
Another way the re- 
searchers avoided prob- 
lems with copying the data 
was to further divide the 
pieces of data into three 
overlapping parts, so that 
each 25-base segment of 
a 100-base larger segment 
would be copied four times 
in four different pieces of 
data. Then, if any copying 
errors did occur, the four 
different copies of the same 
information could be com- 
pared, and the translation 
supported by the majority 
of the copies would be the 
one used as the correct one. 


The researchers first 
tested their idea on five 
different computer files, 


including a _ recording 
of part of Martin Luther 
King's “I have a dream” 
speech and the 1953 pa- 
per by Francis Crick and 
James Watson about the 
structure of DNA. A 
small problem with the 
machines led to two seg- 
ments of 25 bases going 
missing. Everything else 
was converted to readable 
data flawlessly. 

A benefit of this method 


is the amount of data DNA 
can store. The research- 
ers have already managed 
to set a new record for 
DNA storage by storing 
739.3 kilobytes of unique 
information. However, 
they estimate that DNA 
can potentially store far 
more it should be able 
to store all the digital data 
that currently exists in the 
world, which is 3 zetta- 
bytes or 3 billion trillion 
bytes of data, with a den- 
sity of 2.2 petabytes per 
gram, where a petabyte is 
1015 bytes. 

One drawback, howev- 
er, is the time it takes for 
data to be read back from 
DNA. For instance, it took 
Goldman and his team 
two weeks. However, this 
might be less of a prob- 
lem for archives that don't 
need to be accessed as of- 
ten, such as the one CERN 
keeps for data collected 


by the Large Hadron Col- | 


lider. Another downside is 
that it costs about $12,400 
to store one megabyte. 
This is significantly more 
than storing the data digi- 
tally costs. However, digi- 
tal storage technology can 
degrade or become out- 
moded, while DNA can be 
preserved for tens of thou- 


| 
| 
| 


COURTESY OF WWWHCGDIETAUSTRALIA.ORG 
Many published diet studies have focused only on single variables. 


Researchers propose 
trustworthy diet plans 


DIETS, From B7 
vegans risk becoming defi- 
cient if they do not supple- 
ment their diet somehow. 
This deficiency can lead 
to symptoms imitating Al- 


| zheimer’s disease. 


sands of years and will al- | 


ways be in use. 


COURTESY OF WWW.ISGTW.OORG 


A ternary based system was used to store information into DNA, instead of the typical binary system. 


“Anything you do ex- 
treme, you really need to 
understand what you are 
doing biochemically. You 
must be really knowledge- 
able about how to get mi- 
cronutrients from other 
sources,” McDermott said. 

The sources for health 
and diet information clear- 
ly vary, but professionals 
have their own preferences. 
McDermott highly recom- 


| mends the website main- 
| tained by The American 


| professionals 


Dietary Association, the 
world’s largest organiza- 
tion of food and nutrition 
(www.eat- 


| right.org). At this free-to- 


access site, consumer diet 
and lifestyle books are in- 
dependently reviewed and 
compared to each other. 
Even this amount of 
information can be a little 
overwhelming though. 
For a quick and easy eat- 
ing guide, McDermott 
recommended Dietary Ap- 
proaches to Stop Hyper- 
tension (DASH), developed 
by a team at the Bloomberg 
School of Public Health led 


| by Lawrence Appel. 


With the intention of 
reducing hypertension 
through dietary changes, 
Appel and his colleagues 
constructed a dietary plan 
rich in fruits, vegetables and 
whole grains, but also in- 
cluded meat and dairy prod- 
ucts. Over an 11-week trial, 
using non-specialty foods 
without fat-substitutes, they 
found that blood pressure 
was favorably altered in ad- 
dition to many other sug- 
gestive health benefits. Their 
results have been published 
in the New England Journal 
of Medicine, and have since 
gained national fame with 
an endorsement from the 
National Institute of Health. 

The DASH plan, which 
contains sample meal- 
plans and resources, is 
available online for free 
from the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute. 
Athletes and inactive in- 
dividuals alike can follow 
DASH, regardless of daily 
caloric needs, since the 
plan isn’t built around a 
calorie-restriction. 

Ultimately, it seems that 
the quality of nutrition in- 
formation is not propor- 
tional to what you pay for 
it. There are many options 
and resources supported by 
critical research for people 
seeking to observe healthi- 
er diets and behaviors. 


Scientists 


MYOPIA, From B7 
factor in Asia that leads to 
myopia is urbanization, be- 
cause people in urban areas 
develop myopia more than 
those in rural areas. 

“There is a host of envi- 
ronmental exposures that 


derstand the development 
of myopia,” Wojciechowski 
said. 

Researchers estimate 
that 2.5 billion people will 
have myopia by 2020, many 
of whom will lack access 
to or have the means for 


we know purchas- 
have an ef- ing proper 
fect on myo- If you read for an Pot yd 
Pale isc hour or spend an rates are ex- 
act with the our onthe aed 
enes 1S S 
5 Mat computer screen,” te oiospist 
sik wy ae take a 3, 10 ogy, like cell 
find out how minute break... sa ie 
Pe Vina? —ROBERT ers to focus 
i nt at short dis- 
vironme®t — WoOJCIECHOWSKI, tances. Un= 
pies rae ASSISTANT fortunately, 
We reall treatments. 
faa fatty PROFESSOR OF for myopia 
do not loo 
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vironmental ) fii gc 
factors into ——_———_ apt Pada 
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with genes to better un- 
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While patients shrug off myopia as a minor condition, researchers believe it is a serious public health issue. 


find 24 myopia genes 


have been particularly suc- 
cessful, and in some cases 
the side effects are actually 
worse than having myopia,” 
Wojciechowski said. How- 
ever, there is hope in acquir- 
ing habits that promote eye 
health. 

“T would recommend 
taking periodic breaks 
from reading; if you read 
for an hour or spend an 
hour on the computer 
screen, take a five or ten 
minute break to look out- 
side and focus on some- 
thing far away. People are 
not going to stop texting 


‘or reading or using their 


electronic devices, but I 
think it is important to 
take breaks every once in 
a while.” othe 
Thanks. to the work of 
Wojciechowski and_ his 
colleagues, the under- 


standing of the myopia’s 


causes is becoming clear- 


er, and more treatments. 


that attack the true roots 
of the condition may be 
available in the future. 


‘Improving future cancer treatments 


By BARBARA HOLT 
Staff Writer 


When the life of a loved 
one is in jeopardy, there are 
almost no limits to what 
people will do or try in order 
to save them. When an un- 
named friend of James Esh- 
leman, Associate Director of 
Johns Hopkins Molecular 
Diagnostics Laboratory and 
researcher for the Depart- 
ments of Oncology and Pa- 
thology, was stricken with 
an ultra-rare form of cancer, 
his friend’s uncle, who hap- 
pened to be Vice President 
of a major pharmaceutical 
company, asked Eshleman 
to provide him with a per- 
sonalized cell line on which 
he could test every drug his 
company owned. Eshleman 


_ willingly complied with the 
| request to save his friend. 


Their paper, published 
in Clinical Cancer Research, 
details this novel approach 
to chemotherapy that may 
improve the effectiveness 


, and economic feasibility 


of cancer treatments in the 
future. 

“{The] concept we've 
been trying to extrapolate 
to cancer for many, many 
decades,” Eshleman _ ex- 
plained. “[So] it’s not really 
a new concept to cancer, it’s 


just that with the general: 


approach ... what's being 
studied the next day is re- 


ally cells that have been 
badly damaged through all 
the processing.” 

Normally drugs are se- 
lected based on the loca- 
tion of the cancer. Tissue 


samples are surgically re- 


moved directly from the 
human tissue, stored in an 
oxygen-less tissue culture 
medium full of preserva- 


tives and transported to — 


laboratories for drug test- 
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Eshleman used a personalized cell line to design specific chemotherapies. 


ing. The shipment process, 
as well as the chemical 
additives used for tissue 
preservation, may interfere 
with the tissue’s drug re- 
sponse, and therefore skew 
the results of the drug 
panel. 

The new method of drug 
testing employed by Eshle- 
man and his colleagues in- 
stead grew the patient's tis- 
sue in the lab, bypassing the 
need for sample travel and 
thus preventing the damage 
caused during handling or 
storage. A strain of immu- 
nodeficient mice with a mu- 
tated HPRT1 gene was bred 
to grow injected human 
cancer cells, which could 
then be extracted to provide 
an undamaged sample tis- 
sue for drug screening. 

Previous studies have 
already shown how some 
non-traditional drugs, 


such as one drug common- 


ly used to treat for fungal 
infections, demonstrate a 
surprising —_ effectiveness 
‘in fighting certain cancer 
cells when tested in a drug 
panel. 

“It requires an oncolo- 
gist who is willing to work 


on out-of-the box therapy 
because the drugs that 
come out of the screen may 
be an antimicrobial drug or 
an anti-hypertensive drug,” 
Eshleman explained. 
Eshleman reports that 
while they are not yet at the 
stage to implement clinical 
trials for pancreatic can- 
cer, it might be possible for 
them to begin clinical trials 
for a more treatable type 
of cancer that has more 
options for currently-ap- 
proved drugs. Eshleman’s 
lab has already applied for 
funding to begin testing 
the personalized cancer 
cell lines with a panel of 
3100 FDA-approved drugs. 
“[The] cost of chemo- 
therapeutic agents is so high 
in general that if you can 
get the correct regimen to 
which the patient’s cancer 
responds well and regresses 
“it could substantially help 
patients,” Eshleman said. 
Personalizing cancer 
cell lines could potentially 
require less and more ef- 
fective treatment in the 
long run — saving time, 
money and, most impor- 
tantly, lives. 
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In first ever meeting, Hopkins makes quick work of Michigan, 17-8 


By COLIN FRIEDMAN 


Sports Editor 


On a dark and overcast 
Saturday afternoon, the 
Hopkins men’s _ lacrosse 
team received a strong per- 
formance from their starters 
to earn a 17-8 win over an 
energetic Michigan squad. 

Senior Mike Poppleton 
won 17 of his 18 face-offs to 
help improve the Blue Jays 
to a 3-0 record in the first 
ever meeting between Hop- 
kins and the Michigan Wol- 
verines. 

Head coach Dave Pietra- 
mala complimented the 
young Wolverine program. 

“They've come along 
way. They have some big, 
strong athletes. They talk 
about playing Big 10 la- 
crosse. It’s great for our 
sport that they made the 
move into Division I, and it 
was an honor for us here to 
play against a great institu- 
tion like Michigan.” 

The Wolverines came to 
Homewood Field ready to 
play, striking first to take 
an early 1-0 lead. Michigan’s 
passionate bench immedi- 
ately and enthusiastically 
celebrated, relishing in Hop- 
kins‘s initially sloppy play. 
Despite being a relatively 
young program, it was evi- 
dent that Michigan was un- 
afraid of the legendary Blue 
Jay tradition. Wolverine 
freshman Mike Hernandez 
delivered a vicious hit in the 
opening minutes that war- 
ranted an obvious penalty. 

The Blue Jays responded 
to the early score, going on 
an 8-0 run to remove any 
suspense from the game. 
Poppleton had extremely 
high expectations saying, 

“It was real exciting go- 
ing into the game. We treat 
every game the same. Noth- 
ing different, high expec- 
tations, that remains con- 
stant.” 

During. the onslaught, 


By FRANK SCHIFF 
Sports Editor 


After surrendering a 
substantial lead late in the 
Centennial Conference 
semi-final game this past 
Friday, the Blue Jays saw 
their championship dreams 
dashed by the Dickinson 
Red Devils, 73-64. 

In the wake of a highly 
successful season,  go- 
ing 12-6 in the Centen- 
nial Conference and 15-10 
overall, the third seeded, 
Hopkins men’s basketball 
team found themselves one 
game from the title, pitted 
against the number two 
seeded Red Devils. 

Playing at host F & M's 
home court, the Blue Jays 
executed at a high level in 
the first half, controlling 
the play from the start. At 
halftime, Hopkins found 
themselves atop on the 
scoreboard, 38-32. 

Hopkins continued their 
hot-shooting into the sec- 
ond half, and at one point 
stretched the lead to 11. 
However, the Red Dev- 
ils responded with some 
deadly shooting of their 
own, going on a 15-2 run, 
and taking a two point lead 
over Hopkins late in the 
second half. 

“Come play-off time, ev- 
erybody takes their game 
to the next level,” standout 
sophomore George Bugari- 
novic said. “Every posses- 
sion is a battle. 

Sophomore Jimmy Ham- 
mer has been the Jays’ best 
player all year and once 
he felt the Hopkins lead 
slipping away, he drained 
back-to-back-to-back three 
pointers on three straight 

ions to give his 
team back the lead 58-53, 
with six minutes left. 

“I think we were able 
to score the ball well and it 
should have been enough 
to win, but we also gave up 
too many points,” Hammer 
would say after the game. 
“They were hard to stop 
and I think we could have 


freshman Ryan Brown 
scored on an extra man ad- 
vantage. Rex Sanders was 
then assisted by senior John 
Greeley. Greely created the 
Opportunity, utilizing a 
shifty shake-and-bake move 
that would make some top 
running backs jealous. 

During the run, junior 
Brandon Benn scored all 
three of his goals in a shoot- 
ing spree that took less than 
13. minutes. Six different 
Blue Jays scored during the 
scoring extravaganza, an ef- 
fort that would allow Hop- 
kins to hold at least a six goal 
lead for the rest of the game. 
Poppleton’s dominance on 
faceoffs gave Hopkins an 
unlimited number of op- 
portunities throughout the 
game. The senior went un- 
defeated on all 14 of his fa- 
ceoffs in the first half while 
also adding 12 ground balls. 
Even with different defens- 
es thrown his way, the se- 
nior never diverted from his 
strengths. 

“They threw a bunch of 
guys that kept me guess- 
ing. I felt comfortable, I was 
doing my thing, so I wasn’t 
trying to focus too much on 
them.” The 17 victorious fa- 
ceoffs are the second most 
in Poppleton’s career. 

In the second half, the 
Wolverines made a little 
run of their own as fresh- 
men Dan Kinek and Da- 
vid Joseph found the back 
of the net. The Blue Jays 
quickly recovered as their 
nearly impenetrable de- 
fense held Michigan to 
only one goal in the next 
23 minutes. During the 
second and third quarters 
goalie Pierce Bassett re- 
corded eight of his 10 saves. 

In the second half, five 
different players contrib- 
uted to Hopkins six goals 
including senior attackman 
John Kaestner who knotted 
two scores. Over the course 
of the game senior Zach 
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Palmer led an even scor- 
ing attack with two goals 
and three assists. Both 
Benn and and Kaestner 
added four-point efforts 
for Hopkins. The Blue Jays 
had seven different players 
record multi-goal games 
while there was also eight 
players who registered two 
points or more. 

For Michigan, Kyle Jack- 
son and Peter Kraus carried 
the team with two goals 
apiece. Freshman David 
Joseph added one goal and 
one assist. The fiery young 
midfielder did his best to 
keep Michigan in the game. 

“It’s essential to stay 
positive, we're not getting 
as many wins in the face off 
as we'd like. It’s important 
to possess the ball and take 
advantage of our limited op- 
portunities.” 

Many of the young play- 
ers enjoyed the opportunity 
to play Hopkins. Not only 
did they get a chance to 
go against.some of the na- 
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tions’ best, but it was an op- 
portunity to play in storied 
Homewood Field. 

“Tt was a great experi- 
ence, a lot of fun. I really en- 
joyed seeing how I stacked 
up against the top play- 
ers in the country.” Joseph 
went on to add, “Playing at 
Homewood Field was really 
cool. We wanted to stay fo- 
cused, but appreciate where 
we were. Great feel, great at- 
mosphere, great game.” 

In only their second year 
in NCAA Division I com- 
petition, the young team 
showed a great deal of 
promise. A physical team 
littered with 19 freshman 
and 10 sophomores has the 
potential to be a dominant 
force in the coming years. 
Their goalie, freshman 
Gerald Logan, secured 12 
saves for Michigan, but 
even his best efforts could 
not stop the overwhelming 
possession disadvantage. 

“Communicating a lot, 
who's going, who's 2 noty, 
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The Jays ended their Centennial Conference Championship dreams Friday after losing to Dickinson 73-64. 


played better defense.” 

Hopkins’ defense, often 
their Achilles heel through- 
out the regular season, 
would remain their down- 
fall. “They got all the mo- 
mentum late in the game 
and I think that was due to 
the fact that they scored on 
almost every possession,” 
Hammer said. “They were 
very confident then and 
hard to stop.” 

In the final five minutes 
of the game the Red Devils 
would outscore Hopkins 
18-4 to earn their second 
trip in three years to the 
Centennial Conference fi- 
nals. Dickinson junior, 6-5 
Tucker Landy, hit a clutch 
triple late in the game to 
virtually seal Hopkins’ 
elimination. 

“The game was obvi- 
ously very disappointing,” 
Bugarinovic acknowledge 
after the game. “We were 


in control for most of the 
game, even up by double 
digits with about 6-7 min- 
utes left. Dickinson was 
able to hang around and 
make some big plays down 
the stretch to pull away for 
the victory. They hit some 
huge, timely threes.” 

After defeating Hopkins, 
Dickinson would go on to 
beat Franklin and Marshall 
to capture the Centennial 
Conference crown. 

Witnessing the Red Dev- 
ils go on to win the confer- 
ence only further demon- 
strates how close they the 
Jays came in 2013. 

“Seeing Dickinson go on 
to win the championship 
game the next day lets us 
know that could have been 
us, without a doubt,” Buga- 
rinovic said. “That just mo- 
tivates us for next season. 
Our goal of winning the 
conference title is clearer 


than ever before. We'll be 
back for it.” 

Hopkins is now faced 
with the task of turning 
the page and looking for- 
ward to the 2014 season. 
Although they are loosing 
some key locker room lead- 
ers, the core of their offen- 
sive talent remains intact. 

“I think we have a very 
good shot at a title next year 
since we return most play- 
ers,” Hammer acknowl- 
edged. 

“It definitely will be 
harder since we lose some 
great seniors in Mike 
Rhoads, Adam _ Spengler 
and Alex Pandrangi. They 
were true leaders and made 
our team what it was with 
their leadership and poise. 
Dickinson, | Muhlenberg 
and Franklin and Mar- 
shall will also be very good 
again, so we have to get bet- 
ter in order to win the title.” 
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The Blue Jays defeated the young Michigan squad 17-8 at the team’s first meeting Saturday. Six different Hopkins players contributed to the score. 


communication on our slide 
packages was especially 
important as the game pro- 
gressed,” Logan said. 

Despite dealing with a 
shoulder injury, the Wol- 
verine made sure to keep 
his packs’ spirits high. “I 
was a little disappointed 
that I was injured but I just 
made sure to keep every- 
body up and keep fighting 
through it.” 

Hopkins takes the field 
again on Friday, March Ist 
when Princeton travels to 
Homewood Field for a 5 


‘p.m. faceoff. Palmer com- 


mented on the upcoming 
match-up saying, 


“We're really excited 
for Princeton, not thinking 
ahead. First real big one of 
the year so I think we’re all 
looking forward to it.” 

The #14 Tigers will pres- 
ent the Blue Jays their first 
real test in this promising 
young season. Regardless, 
Pietramala will have his 
troops ready. 

“We need to have a good 
week of practice. Our bad 
decisions will get punished 
a little more against a team 
like Princeton. We're going 
to be challenged so we'll 
need to play a lot better than 
we did today to be success- 
ful on Friday night.” 


Wrestling grabs 
runner-up in tourney 


By MEGAN DiTROLIO: 


| For The News-Letter 


M. Basketball falls in semi-final round of CC tourney 


Hopkins wrestling took 
second Saturday, Feb. 23 
with a total of 98 points at 
the 2013 Centennial Confer- 
ence Championships. Ursi- 
nus College left Hopkins’s 
Goldfarb Gymnasium with 
the conference title for the 
tenth time in school history 
at 113 points, and McDan- 
iel College claimed a third 
place finish with 48 points. 

Senior Paul Marcello 
led the team to their sec- 
ond place finish, and did 
so while becoming the first 
Hopkins wrestler to win 
four consecutive Centennial 
Conference title in the 141 Ib. 
weight class. 

Marcello, seeded first, 
pinned his first two oppo- 
nents in 4:39 and 2:10, re- 


Marcello was not the 
only Hopkins athlete to win 
a personal title. Sophomore 
Paul Bewak also managed 
to snag a gold. Bewak, the 
second ranked wrestler in 
the nation, took home a title 
in the 125 Ib. weight class. In 
addition, Bewak was hon- 
ored the Centennial Con- 
ference Wrestler of the Year 
title in addition to first team 
honors. This is the athlete’s 
second title, testament to the 
fact that he has yet to lose a 
D III match this season. 

Joining Bewak and Mar- 
cello on the All-Conference 
first team, freshman Chris- 
tian Ostrowski proved his 
first team selection by tak- 
ing home the conference ti- 
tle in the 165 Ib. weight class. 
Ostrowski was the only 
freshman in the conference 
to win a personal title. 
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The honor is given to se- 
niors who have earned the 
most team points for their 
respective team in the Cen- 
tennial Conference at the 
conclusion of their collegiate 
career. Marcello also made 
All-Conference first team. 

“This win was awesome 
because it was at home in 
front of friends and family.” 
Marcello said. “I got to put 
on a show in my home gym 
that was a culmination of 8 
years of training.” 

On his team’s cumulative 
performance, Marcello had 
only praise and high hopes. 
“Taking first would have 
been better, but taking sec- 
ond still speaks to the hard 
work put forth by the entire 
team” Marcello said. 

“We are the only team in 
the conference consistently 
in the top two and we've got 
a great group of guys who 
can continue to keep us up 
at the top.” 


gler (184 Ib), all of whom 
placed second in their re- 
spective heats. Spangler, 
Salera and Crystal were 
awarded honorable mention 
for their efforts. Junior Ray 
Yagloski (133 Ib.) finished 
third in his bracket. 

Ultimately, Ursinus 
scored 113 points to Hop- 
kins’ 98, claiming their tenth 
consecutive conference title. 

Head Coach Keith Norris 
was proud of the Hopkins 
team and has high hopes for 
next year. 

“I'm really proud of how 
our team wrestled this 
weekend,” Norris said. “All 
ten wrestled with a lot of 
heart.” 

Hopkins will compete at 
the NCAA Regional Cham- 
pionship tournament on 
Saturday, March 2 at Gettys- 
burg College. The top three 
of each weight class will 
move on to wrestle at the 
NCAA Championships. 
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 
ALEX JEBB—MEN’S TRACK 


By SYDNEY TENG 
Sports Editor 


Men's track & field 
made history this weekend 
by claiming their first ever 
Centennial Conference 
championship at Ursinus 
College. In Hollywood 
fashion, the competition 
for the hallowed title came 
down to the 


final event, 
the  4x400- 
meter relay, 
as Hopkins 
raced past 
long time 
rival Haver- 


ford for the 
historic win. 
Besides the 
showstop- 


ping _—_end- 
ing, junior 
Alex Jebb | 


Was a rivet- 


excitement 

throughout the evening. 
Jebb personally contrib- 
uted 22 points towards the 
Jays’ win, getting on the 
board for the 60m, 60 hur- 
dles, long and triplé jump, 
and the heptathlon where 
he medaled second. Jebb 
sat down to shed light on 
the monumental moment 
and reflect on his personal 
experience. 


The News-Letter (N-L): 
How would you describe 
the overall invitational 
stage of your season? 

Alex Jebb (AJ): The reg- 
ular season had a lot of ups 
and downs for me person- 
ally, but the coaches did a 
great job of making sure I 
stayed positive and kept 
working through things 
with the end goal in mind. 
Asa team, we kept putting 
in the work throughout 
the season and it showed 
in the results every week 
as the season went along. 


N-L: What were the 
peaks and valleys and 
how didyou get past any 
setbacks? 

AJ: The Penn State 
~meet-was rough, but go- 
ing over the film from 
that meet with Coach Van 
Allen and Coach McDon- 
ald, our jumping coach, 
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ing point of Jebb isa hurdler and does jumps. 


proved very valuable mov- 
ing forward in the season. 
It allowed us to work ona 
few mechanical flaws in 
my jumps and that started 
to pay off just two weeks 
later at the Bucknell meet. 
Obviously, the high point 
of the season was winning 
our first Conference Cham- 
pionship. 


N - L: 
What was 
your _ per- 
sonal atti- 
tude going 
into this 
weekend? 

Aj: I was 
definitely 
more _ner- 
vous going 
into this 
meet than 
any other, 
but every 
time I played 


out the meet 
in my head I couldn’t see 
us going to Conferences 
and not winning. I knew 
we were a better team than 
Haverford, so it was just a 
matter of us executing and 
making sure everybody else 
knew it as well. The team’s 
resiliency and family-like 
attitude are some of our 
biggest strengths, and_ it 
showed this past weekend. 


N-L: How did the team’s 
strong performance at the 
Keogh Invite affect the 
team’s outlook? 

AJ: The Keogh Invite gave 
us a lot of momentum head- 
ed into Conferences. After 
every weekend for the past . 
month, we narrowed the 
projected score gap between 
Haverford and us, and just 
kept chipping away at it. At 
the Keogh Invite, our long 
sprinters really stepped up, 
and that turned out to be a 
preview of what guys like 
Colin O’Connor and Collin 
Rozanski would do at Con- 
ferences. The coaches made 
sure. Our team peaked at 
the right time, across all the 
events. 

N-L: How important 
were the field events to this 
weekend's conference win? 

AJ: The field events have 
always been the backbone 


Bullets shoot down W. 


By KYLE METZGER 
Staff Writer 


The Blue Jays went into 
the Centennial Conference 
tournament with a 15-10 
record and motivation to 
win the conference title. 

In order to do so, they 
would have to get by 
Haverford College who 
stood in their way Wednes- 
day night in the quarterfi- 
nals. 

In a single elimination 
Centennial Conference 
tournament, the Blue Jays 
combined a team effort at 
Goldfarb Gymnasium to 

. defeat the Fords. 

Haverford, who was 
also 15-10 going into the 
contest, had as much as an 

, eleven point lead with just 
over ten minutes remain- 
ing in the game. 

However, a Hopkins 
rally was sparked by fresh- 
man Liz Tommasi, who 
snatched three consecutive 
steals and five points. 

Tommasi’s efforts led 
the Blue Jays on a 10-0 run 
and cut their deficit to just 
one point. 

* Sophomore Jessica 
Brown assisted in gaining 
the lead with two three- 
pointers, and a total of 
eight straight points. 

Brown’s season high of 
10 points gave Hopkins a 
54-50 lead. 

After each team scored 
on their ensuing drives, 
Hopkins’s senior leader 
Alex Vassila grabbed a re- 
bound followed by a layup 
on the other end. Vassila, 
with a strong 16 point and 
14 rebound effort, gave the 
Blue Jays a five point lead 

_with less than three min- 
utes to play. 

“Without the other girls, 
I could have never accom- 


plished anything that I 
have to this day,” Vassila 
said. 

The Fords replied to 
Vassila’s layup by cutting 
the lead to one point with 
1:21 to play. 

Sophomore Maggie 
Fruehan boosted the Hop- 
kins lead to three points 
after a nice basket with 57 
seconds to play. 

The play of the game 
went to junior Fatu Conteh 
who remarkably blocked 
Haverford’s —_ Jacquelyne 
Pizzuto’s shot, which was 
an attempt to tie the game 
with a three-pointer. 

Vassila accredited Con- 
teh after the game, say- 
ing,” I believe that the 
two soon-to-be seniors, 
Alyssa Fleming and Fatu 
Conteh, are going to step 
into leadership roles very 
easily next season. They 
already showed tremen- 
dous leadership as upper- 
classmen, especially Fatu 
with her on-the-court 
leadership and_ experi- 
ence.” 

The victory on Wednes- 
day allowed the Blue Jays 
to advance to the semi- 
finals to face Gettysburg 
College. The teams already 
competed twice previously 
in the season, splitting the 
outcomes. 

The Hopkins and Get- 
tysburg matchup began on 
Friday evening in Gettys- 
burg, Pennsylvania. 

The Blue Jays got to an 
early six point lead in the 
first half. 

However, after such 
a fast start to the game, it 
would be an uphill battle 
for the Blue Jays. 

The Bullets answered 
five straight points to con- 

clude the first half, cutting 
the Blue Jays lead to just 


of our team at Conferences. 
This year, Heptathlon was 
added to the Conference 
meet and it became our kind 
of secret weapon. Guys like 
Ryan Walsh and Devin Con- 
ley embraced it and came 
through for us in a huge 
way. That, combined with 
the distance crew being able 
to hang with Haverford this 
year and neutralize a lot of 
their distance points, is what 
put us over the top this time. 


N-L: Describe your per- 
sonal performance at Con: 
ferences. 

AJ: Overall, my events at 
Conferences didn’t go quite 
as well as I had hoped but 
I did all 1 could to contrib- 
ute. I feel like I did a good 
job of keeping the team’s 
energy up when we had 
our down moments, so I’m 
happy with that. 


N-L: You competed in 11 
events overall, if you break 
up each stage of the hep- 
tathlon. Considering this 
taxing load, how did you 
manage to stay focused 
and rested for each succes- 
sive event? 

AJ: Staying rested dur- 
ing the weekend was a lost 
cause, but the schedule of 
events actually made stay- 
ing focused on each event 
easier. Saturday was 9 
hours of constant competi- 
tion, so I didn’t have time 
to focus on anything but 
the next event. A question- 
ably healthy combination 
of caffeine and painkillers 
also made the day a little 
easier. 


N-L: Lastly, what did 
this historic win mean for 
your team? 

AJ: This win means ev- 
erything for our team and 
the program. As soon as 
we knew we won, everyone 
went crazy — it was like 
nothing I’ve ever been a part 
of it. One of the best things 
was getting congratulatory 
texts throughout the night 
from old teammates, as 
everyone who has been a 


part of the program was so - 


proud. We've been working 
towards this for so long, and 
for it to finally all come to- 
gether was amazing. 


Basketball 


one point, 18-17. 

Sophomore Stacy Fairey 
began the second half with 
a three-pointer, with the 
intention to set the tone for 
the second half. 

However, the Blue Jays 
were scoreless for seven 
consecutive minutes, fall- 
ing behind the Bullets 32- 
23. 

It was Vassila who lead 
the effort for a comeback, 
scoring two straight buck- 
ets and narrowing the Bul- 
lets’ lead to four points. 

The lead fluctuated until 
three minutes to play when 
the Bullets took control of 
the game. 

The Blue Jays tried to 
edge out a few more points 
to gain the lead, but the 
mighty task could not be 
reached as Gettysburg 
sank eleven free throws to 
ice a 56-43 victory. Friday 
marked the end to Hop- 
kins season,. 

This was not only an 
end to the season, but an 
end to a legendary career 
for Vassila. 

“Honestly, my career 
at Hopkins has only been 
the product of amazing 
teamwork and _ chemis- 
try,” Vassila said. “With- 
out the other girls, I could 
never have accomplished 
anything that I have to- 
day.” 

Vassila concluded her 
career as the only player in 
history to accumulate 1,000 
points, 800 rebounds, and 
200 blocks. 

With her efforts in the 


history book, Vassila recog- 


nized, “Personally, I have 
no regrets. Obviously there 
were games that I did not 
play as well as I would have 
liked... but down to that 
last game, I would have 
done nothing differently.” 


Track secures conference win 


By JASON PLUSH 
Staff Writer 


With one event remain- 
ing in.the entire champi- 
onship meet and leading 
by the miniscule margin 
of one point, the Hopkins 
men’s track team knew 
it would take every last 
ounce of their energy, de- 
termination, and effort to 
be victorious at the Centen- 
nial Conference Champi- 
onships in Collegeville, Pa. 
this past Saturday. Leading 
by one against a dangerous 
Haverford College oppo- 
nent, the team of senior Rob 
Martin, freshman Colin 
O’Connor, junior Andrew 
Carey and junior Colin Ro- 
zanski lead the Blue Jays 
in the 4x400-meter relay to 
finish second, three places 
above Haverford, and first 
overall to capture their first 
Conference Championship 
in the program’s history. 
By defeating Haverford by 
three places in the final 
event, the Jays were able to 
secure a first place finish 
with 168 points. Haverford, 
who had won the champi- 
onship 12 out of the past 13 
years, finished second with 
a score of 163 points while 
Ursinus College and Dick- 
inson College tied for third 
place with 94 points each. 

The 4x400 race seemed 
in doubt when Martin 
limped painfully through 
the first exchange, holding 
his hamstring after taking 
a shove with only 50 meters 
to go in his leg. However, 
Rozanski refused to let the 
opportunity slip away and 
bolted around the track to 
reach O'Connor. O’Connor 
and Carey came through 
in the clutch to secure sec- 
ond place and the cham- 
pionship. “It was with- 
out a doubt the hardest I 
ran all season long,” said 
O'Connor. “T felt exhaust- 
ed afterward, but securing 
the win made the fatigue 
disappear. This was a huge 
win and a great perfor- 
mance from the team. We 
showed every team in the 
conference what we're 
made of.” . 

Several strong individu- 
al performances supported 
the Jays throughout the 
entirety of the meet. Junior 
Alex Jebb had a monstrous 
meet, competing in four 
events and finishing in or 
near the top three places 
in each of them. He was 
the foundation of the Blue 
Jays strong performance 
in the Heptathlon, coming 
in second overall, followed 
by fellow teammates soph- 
omore Michael Spadaro, 
sophomore Ryan Walsh, 
and freshman Devin Con- 
ley. Jebb was responsible 
for accumulating 22 of the 
168 points earned by the 
Blue Jays throughout the 
meet, finishing his day off 
strong with a second place 
finish in the triple jump 
with a mark of 13.25 me- 
ters. His individual perfor- 
mances in various events 
guided the Jays towards 
victory at Collegeville. 

Another notable per- 
former for the men on Sat- 
urday was sophomore Alex 
Naticchia who participated 
in two events, the long 
jump competition and the 
200-meter dash. He tacked 
on several key points for 
Hopkins, including an im- 
pressive first place finish in 
the long jump with a leap 
of 6.76 meters, two hun- 
dredths of a meter further 
than the runner up from 
Ursinus. To accompany 
this achievement, Natic- 
chia had another strong 
performance in the 200 
meter dash finishing sec- 
ond overall with a time of 
23.06 seconds. 

Various Hopkins track 
stars placed high in crucial 
events that aided the vic- 
tory of the Blue Jays at the 


conference championships. * 


Rozanski continued to add 
to his highlight reel, turn- 
ing ina record time of 51.30 
seconds in the 400-meter 
dash. This time earned 
him a second place finish 
and was a personal and 
season best for Rozanski in 
the 400-meter event. Soph- 
omore Paul Vozzo also 


notched a second place fin- 
ish in the pole vault com- 
petition with a jump of 4.10 
meters. Junior Max Robin- 
son was able to finish third 
in the 5,000 meter race fol- 
lowed shortly thereafter by 
fellow teammate freshman 
Schaffer Ochstein to earn a 
string of points for the Blue 
Jays. Walsh also continued 
to have a successful day by 
leaping 1.85 meters in the 
high jump event to place 
third. 

This past weekend at 
the Centennial Confer- 
ence Championships will 
certainly go down as one 
of the greatest upsets in 
Division III track history 
as the Blue Jays played the 
role of spoiler, knocking 
off Haverford despite the 
Fords being heavily fa- 
vored to win a 13th cham- 
pionship over the past 14 
years. “It was an amazing 
and well-deserved ,win,” 
reflected Devin Conley. 
“We were underestimated 
from the beginning of the 
year and not favored to 
do well in the conference 
championships. But we 
proved everyone wrong 
on Saturday and made his- 
tory for the Hopkins track 
program. It’s a memory 
that I'll never forget.” The 


‘Blue Jays have certainly 


impressed many people 
and shocked opponents 
along the way to their vic- 
tory at Collegeville this 
past Saturday. The team 
has set high standards 
for future teams to live 
up to in seasons to come. 
Hopkins will continue to 
practice and prepare for 
the ECAC championships 
coming up next weekend, 
using the invitational as 
a final chance to tune up 
and send athletes to the 
NCAA Championships in 
Naperville, IL. But for now, 
having made history after 
capturing the first confer- 
ence championship in the 
existence of the Hopkins 
men's track program, the 
Blue Jays certainly deserve 
to celebrate their victory 
after defeating numerous 
teams along the way. 

From the first event’ 
to the last, the Hopkins 
Women’s Track and Field 
team steamrolled, outran, 
and outhustled their op- 
ponents, easily capturing 
its third straight Centen- 
nial Conference Champi- 
onship in three consecu- 
tive years. Simply put, the 
Lady Jays dismantled their 
opponents and set champi- 
onship and conference re- 
cords in the process. They 
successfully won 10 of 18 
events in the meet, scored 
the most points by a sin- 
gle team in championship 
history with 231,and won 
by the greatest margin 
of victory ever recorded 
in conference champion- 
ship history with a mar- 
gin of 129. The runner-up 
schools, Haverford and 
Muhlenberg College, tied 
for second with a mere 92 
points a piece. The Lady 
Jays were the favored con- 
tenders heading into the 
conference championship 
and certainly proved that 
they deserved to finish up 
the season by crushing ev- 
ery opponent that stood in 
their way. 

Junior Emily Swenson 
was the star of the meet 
and was honored with 
the outstanding field per- 
former award for the entire 


championship for her first 
place finishes in the shot 
put and the pentathlon. 
She surpassed her previ- 
ous personal record and 
set the new conference re- 
cord in the shot put event 
with a throw of 13.57 me- 
ters. Senior Alana Merkow 
came in second in the shot 
put event with a throw of 
12.49 meters, securing vital 
points for the team. Swen- 
son dominated, shattering 
the previous Hopkins re- 
cord in the 60-meter hur- 
dles, claiming first in the 
race with a time of 9.49 sec- 
onds. Senior Kristen Spera 
followed closely behind 
to claim the silver while 
freshman Paige Marsh fin- 
ished 4th, achieving a large 
amount of points for the 
Lady Jays. 

Several individual per- 


formances powered the 
Jays past all of their op- 
ponents. Freshman Imo- 


ni McCorvey broke her 
previous record and the 
conference record in the 
triple jump with an incred- 
ible leap of 11.74 meters to 
claim the gold and move 
up in national rankings. 
Senior Annie Monagle 
performed admirably in 
the 800-meter run, finish- 
ing with a time of 2:15.29 
to beat out the two time 
champion from Franklin 
and Marshall College. Spe- 
ra continued her successful 
performance by placing 
first in the long jump with 
a leap of 5.15 meters as the 
Lady Jays claimed the first, 
third, and fourth places in 
the competition. The fresh- 
man duo of Megan McDon- 
ald and Hannah Oneda 
claimed gold medals and 
first place finishes in their 
respective events to add to 
a list of successful finishes 
throughout the season. 
McDonald edged her op- 
ponents in the 400-meter 
dash by a tenth of a second 
while Oneda obliterated all 
opponents in the 3,000 me- 
ter run with an incredible 
time of 9:55.75. Freshman 
Brynn Parsons secured 
second and third place fin- 
ishes in the 200 meter and 
60 meter sprints respec- 
tively, setting the Hopkins 
freshman record in the 200 
meter sprint with a time 
26.66 seconds. 

Throughout the entirety 
of the conference cham- 
pionship, the Lady Jays 
showed tremendous depth 
in the relay, sprint, hurdles, 
distance, and field events 
as a variety of competi- 
tors finished in first and 
second. They simply could 
not be taken down by any 
of the fellow conference 
teams as they dominated 
every single event that they 
competed in throughout 
the entirety of the day. The 
Lady Jays were extremely 
successful throughout the 
season and continued to 
carry their momentum into 
the championships where 
they were victorious for 
the third straight consecu- 
tive season. The Lady Jays 
look forward to traveling 
to the ECAC Champion- 
ships next weekend to get 
mentally and _ physically 
prepared for the NCAA 
Championships in Na- 


perville, IL on March 8th 
and 9th. They look strong, 
prepared, and determined 
to continue their streak of 
dominance as they head 
into next weekend’s invita- 
tional. 
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Many members of the men’s track team placed in events, securing the win. 
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SPORTS 


The Centennial Conference 
was dominated by the Blue 
Jays this weekend as baseball, 
men’s and women’s tennis and 
women’s track defended their 


titles with relative ease. 


THURSDAY 


Baseball vs. Salisbury, 3:30 PM 


Hopkins wrestlers bring firsts to program 


: 
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Though they fell short of first place at this past weekend’s Centennial Conference tournament, the Hopkins wrestling squad had many indi- 
vidual victories. Senior Paul Marcello became the first Hopkins wrestler to win four consecutive Centennial Conference titles in the 141 Ib. weight 
class while sophomore Paul Bewak became the first Jay to be named Centennial Conference Wrestler of the Year. Please see B10 for more details. 


Men’s tennis claims fifth Women’s Lacrosse off to an undefeated 5-0 start 


ANTONELLA TELLEZ 
For The News-Letter 


The. seventh ranked 
Hopkins men’s tennis team 
was hard at work this week- 
end with three competitive 
matches. ‘Despite losing 5-4 
to‘Cal-Lutheran, they man- 
aged to boost their overall 
ranking by defeating NC 
Wesleyan 6-3 and later tak- 
ing fifth place at the ITA Na- 
tional Team Indoor Champi- 
onship. 

The Jays: had a long 
way to travel for the first 
match, all the way to St. 
Peter, Minn. at Gustavus 
Adolphus College, where 
they squared off with 11th 
ranked Cal Lutheran. 

Right from the begin- 
ning, Hopkins built up a dif- 
ficult 3-0 deficit in doubles. 
The Jays were routed 8-2 in 
the first match, as sopho- 
mores Tanner Brown and 
Erik Lim could not combine 
for the. win. Looking for the 
turn around, doubles pair 
sophomore Ben Hwang 
and freshman Chris Jou lost 
their match, but this time 
only by two. To close out 
the doubles competition, the 
third Hopkins pair also fell 
to Cal Lutheran 8-4. 

With'the loosing streak 
continuing into the sin- 

m~petition, Brown 
drought by. 


the score’ 41. 
clinched; the’ vin over Lu- 
theran’s Alex Nichols in the 


p to Cal’Lu- 
Jesser extent. In 
the shortcomings 
doubles competition 
cost Hopkins the match 
with the final score of 5-4. 
“Although it was not the 
best first round and quite 
a disappointment,” sopho- 
more Ben Hwang said, “it 


é’second singles play once again fell short as 


 6-L in his sets respectively 
tied the match, Hersh then 


6-4, 6-2 win, giving Hop- 
-kins the lead. Tensions 


” 


on. 

A turn of events paced 
Hopkins through the week- 
end as they defeated 12th 
ranked N.C. Wesleyan 6-3. 
Seniors Andy Hersh and Jeff 
Kamei supplied Hopkins 
with a great start, earning 
the wirt by 8-3. However, | 
duos Jou and Hwang and 
Brown and Lim were hand- 
ily defeated by the Battling | 
Bishops in their sets, 8-3 and 
8-4 respectively. 

Once again facing a | 
doubles deficit, Hwang 
sparked Hopkins’ singles 
play after rallying from his 
initial dropped set to tie up 
the overall score. The Jays 
continued to fight hard as 
Brown followed Hwang's 
footsteps, winning a three- 
set match to put Hopkins 
on top for the first time, 3-2. 
Despite Hersh’s loss in the 
third game, Hopkins mus- 
tered the sweep in the last 
three singles, leaving the 
match victorious, 6-3. 

Advancing through the 
consolation semifinals, 
Hopkins was to face the host 
team, 25th ranked Gustavus 
Adolphus, to fight for fifth 
place later that evening. 

Senior pair Andy Hersh 
and Jeff Kamei outlasted 
their Gusties opponents, tak- 
ing the set into its 11th game 
before the opposition retired. 
However, Hopkins’ double 


the Jays accumulated anoth- 

er 2-1 shortage leading into 

singles competition. 
Hwang's win of 6-2 and 


turned the tables with his 


would grow as both teams 
swapped sets mid way 
through singles play. Final- 
ly Erik Lim broke the point 
by point fad and led Hop- 
kins to victory with the 6-0, 
6-2 score. The match ended 
at 5-4 with Hopkins claim- 
ing the fifth place title in 


By CAMERON 


at ITA Championships | 


CALDWELL 
Staff Writer 


This past week, the 
Hopkins women’s lacrosse 
team steam rolled both 
Mount St. Mary’s College 
and Bucknell University on 
Homewood Field. Hopkins 
lit up the scoreboard, win- 
ning 18-5 and 19-4 respec- 
tively. 

Against Mount St. 
Mary’s, junior attackman 
Taylor D’Amore got the 


| ball rolling by twice dish- 


ing the rock to sophomore 
attackman Jen Cook for the 
first two goals of the game. 
Cook would go on to score 
her third and final goal of 
the day just a few minutes 
later with 17:47 remaining 
in the first half. With yet 
another assist by D‘Amore, 
this goal gave Cook her 
first career hat trick, and 
Hopkins a commanding 
4-1 lead. 

From there, the flood- 
gates would open as the 
Blue Jays would go on an 
11-2 run, putting them up 
14-3. D'Amore had a goal, 
five assists, and eight draw 
controls while junior mid- 


fielder Sarah Taylor had five 
goals on seven shots and 
two draw controls. Other 
key contributors on the day 
included junior midfielder 
Sammy Cermack who had 
a goal and four assists and 
senior attackman Katie 
Duffey who had six points, 
two groundballs, and two 
forced turnovers. 
«think, our-succegs. of- 
fensively has come from 
a sense of comfort with 
who we're playing with.” 
D’Amore said. “We are 
starting to read each other 
and anticipate how certain 
scenarios are going to play 
out.” 

The Blue Jays offense ran 
on all cylinders, as they had 
52 shots, including an in- 
credible 40 shots on goal. In 
fact, Sarah Jane Leder, the 
goalie for Mount St. Mary’s 
had 22 saves herself. This 
impressive save percentage 
along with the 22 saves fell 
just short of the record for 
most saves by an opponent 
of Hopkins. . 

Other Blue Jay standouts 
against Mount St. Mary’s 
included freshman mid- 
fielder Dene’ DiMartino, 
who notched two goals and 


two draw controls, junior at- 
tackman Lauren Burke who 
fired inashot ona feed from 
Katie Duffey for her first ca- 
reer goal with 8:23 remain- 
ing in the game, and fresh- 
man attackman Erica Matz 
who also scored her first 
career goal in the waning 
seconds of the game. Also of 
note was the dominant Blue 


Jay defense that. allowed- 


only seven total shots in the 
game, while forcing 25 turn- 
overs. 

On Saturday, the Blue 
Jays faced Bucknell and 
took immediate control of 
the game. The three Class 
of 2014 stars (Cermack, 
D’Amore, and Taylor) put on 
an absolute show, racking 
up a combined 11 goals and 
10 assists. Once again, Cook 
scored the first two goals of 
the game, on assists from 
D’Amore and  Cermack. 
From there, the Blue Jays 
would jump to an 8-0 lead 
and would never look back. 

For the day, D’Amore 
had six goals and three 
assists, Taylor scored four 
times, Cermack had a goal 
and eight assists, and Jen 
Cook tallied her second 
hatty in as many- games. 


eat 
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Adding into the scoring 
mix were attackmen Katie 
Duffey, Jenna Kasmarik, 
Erica Matz, Jenna Reifler, 
and Maddy Aldave who 
notched her first career 
goal. 

The Blue Jay defense 
once again starred, as de- 
fenders Monica Fischer, 
Octavia Williams, and Ol- 
ivia Long had a combined 
11 groundballs. 

Also of note is the com- 
bined play of goalies Co- 
sette Larash and talented 
sophomore KC Emerson 
who stepped between the 
pipes for the second half. 
The skilled Blue Jay duo 
each had three saves in 30 
minutes of play. The Blue 
Jays have two legitimate 
goalkeepers who split time 
last year, clearly giving 
coach Janine Tucker op- 
tions regarding how to best 
utilize them this season. 

Regardless it was the 
play of D'Amore _ that 
grabbed the attention of 
all the spectators. At one 
point during the Bucknell 
game, D’Amore scored five 
straight times for the Blue 
Jays. With under a minute 
of regulation time remain- 
ing in the first half, she had 
a dazzling behind the back 
goal just inside the left post 
for her sixth goal of the day. 

D’Amore, who was 
named ALC offensive 
player of the week for her 
eight points in the season 
opener against Old Domin- 
ion, managed to put up an 
even more successful week. 
In the two games against 
Mount St. Mary’s and Buck- 
nell, D'Amore scored seven 
goals and nine assists. On 
the season, she has already 
accumulated 24 points. on 
10 goals and 14 assists. 

“This should carry into 
our conference schedule 
because with each game 
and each practice we get 
more comfortable playing 
with ‘ together.” D’Amore 

said. “I’m excited for 
Loyola because it will be 
our first real test of the sea- 
son, It should allow us to 


was good because it showed _ the ITA National Team In- ' aoe Where te ae 
us what we needed to work door Championship. Hopkins beat their two opponents, Mount St. Mary's College and Bucknell University, by wide margins. —_in the spring.” 
M. Lacrosse: Athlete of the Week: M Basketball: <<a 


Jays rout Michigan 


blew out Michigan this weekend, 17-8. At 
‘one 2 wat) eye) 


an eighth goal run, the 


PD aohitin 17 of 18 face-offs in the match. 


Alex Jebb 


Leading his team to their first ever Cen- 


tennial Conference Championship, junior 
Alex Jebb raked in 22 of the 168 total points — 
that would give the squad the title . 
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Jays come up short 


Hopkins’ CC tourney hopes were 
dashed at the hand of Dickinson, 73-64. 
Sports Editor Frank Schiff sat down with 
notable players to reflect on the season. 
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